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INTRODUCTION. 



^^ He that has the happy talent of parlour- 
preachiog," says Dr. Watts,* "has some- 
times done more for Christ and souls in the 
space of a few minutes, than by the labour of 
many hours and days in the usual course of 
preaching in the pulpit." 

On my first intercourse with Mr. Cecil, 
now upward of fifteen years since, when in 
the full vigour of his mind, I was so struck 
with the wisdom and originality of his re- 
marks, that I considered it my duty to record 
what seemed to me most likely to be useful 
to others. 

It should be observed that Mr. Cecil is 
made to speak often of himself ; and, to per- 
sons who do not consider the circumstances 
of the case, there may appear much egotism 
In the quantity of such remarks here put to- 
gether, anfd in the manner in which his things 



* An humble attempt toward the He^njfAoi "BweXx^^xv, 
Fsat /. 
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are said : bat this will be treating him with 
the most flagrant injustice; for it must be re- 
membered that the remarks of this nature 
were chiefly made by him, from time to time, 
in answer to my particular iuqniries into his 
judgment and habits on certain points o( doc- 
trine or practice. 

I have laboured in recording those senti- 
ments which I have gathered from him in 
conversation, to preserve as much as possi- 
ble his very expressions ; and they who were 
familiar with his manner will be able to jndge^ 
in general, how far I have succeeded : but I 
would expressly disavow an exact verbal re- 
sponsibility. For the sentiments I make my-- 
self answerable. 

In some instances I have brought together 
observations made at different times : the rea- 
der is not, therefore, to uoderstaod that the 
thoughts here collected on any subject, al- 
ways followed in immediate connection. 



REMARKS 



MADE BY MR. CECIL, 



CBIRIT iir 



CONVERSATION WITH THE EDITOR, 



OB IV 



DISCUSSIONS WHEN HE WAS PRESENT. 



" MuHa ab eo prudenter dUputata, multa eiiam brevUtr 
ei eommodi dicta memoruB mandabamf fieriquc studebom 
ejus prudenHd docHor^-^Cic. de AmicU. I. 
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CHRISTIAN UFB AND CONFLICT. 8 

A VOLUME might be written on the various 
methods which God has taken, in Providence, 
to lead men first to think of Him. 



The history of a man's own life, is, to him--' 
self, the roost interesting history in the world, . 
next to that of the scriptures. Every man is ^\ 
an original and solitary character. None can > 
either understand or feel the book of his own : 
life like himself. The lives of other men are 
to him dry and vapid, when set beside his 
own. He enters very little into the spirit of 
the Old Testament, who does not see God 
calling on him to turn over the pages of this 
history, when he says to the Jew, * Thou 
shah remember all the way which the Lord 
thy God led thee these forty years.' He sees 
God teaching the Jew to look at the records 
of his deliverance from the Red Sea, of the 
manna shQwered down on him from heaven, 
and of the Amalekites put to flight before 
him. There are such grand events in the life 
and experience of every Christian. It may 
be well for him to review them often. I have, 
in some cases, vowed before God to appro- 
priate yearly remembrances of some of the 
signal turns of my life. Having made the 
vow, I hold it as obligatory: but I would ad* 
vise others to greater circumspection ; as they 
may bring a galling yoke on themselves^ 
which God designed not to put on xVvetci. 

2^^ ^race is a growing prmc\p\e. '^V^ 
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sider how a man comes out of the furnace : 
gold will lie for a month in the furnace with- 
out losing a grain. And, while under trial, a 
child has a habit of turning to bis father: he 
is not like a penitent, who has been whipped 
into this state: it is natural to him. It is 
dark, and the child has no whither to run, 
but to his father. 



Defilement is inseparable from the world. 
A man can no where rest his foot on it with- 
out sinking. A strong principle of assimila- 
tion combines the world and the heart toge- 
ther. There are, especially, certain occasions, 
when the current hurries a man away, and he 
has lost the religious government of himself. 
Wh^n the pilot finds, on making the port of 
Messina, that the ship will not obey the helm, 
he knows that she is got within the influence 
of that attraction, which will bury her in the 
whirlpool. We are to avoid the danger, ra- 
ther than to oppose it. This is a great doc- 
trine of Scripture. An active force against 
the world is not so much inculcated, as a re- 
treating, declining spirit. < Keep thyself un- 
spotted from the world.' 

There are seasons when a Christian's dis- 
tinguishing character is hidden from man. A 
Christian merchant on 'Change is not call- 
ed to show any difference in his mere exterior 
carriage from another merchant. He gives a 
reasonable answer if he is asked a question. 
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He does not fanatically intrude religion into 
every sentence he utters. He does not sup- 
pose bis religion to be inconsistent with the 
common interchange of civility. He is affa- 
ble and courteous. He can ask the news of 
the day, and take up any public topic of con- 
versation. But is he, therefore, not different' 
from other men.'^ He is like another merchant 
in the mere exterior circumstances, which is 
least in God's regard ; — but, in his taste ! — 
his views ! — ^his science ! — his hopes ! — his 
happiness ! he is as different . from those 
around him as light is from darkness. ^ He 
waits for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,' who never passes perhaps through 
the thoughts of those he talks with, but to be 
neglected and despised ! 

The Christian is called to be like Abraham, 
in conduct ; like Paul, in labours ; and like 
John, in spirit. Though, as a man of faith, 
he goes forth not knowing whither, and his 
principle is hidden from the world, yet he 
will oblige the world to acknowledge : ^^ His 
views. It is true, we do not understand. His 
principles and general conduct are a mystery 
to us. But a more upright, noble, generous, 
disinterested, peaceable, and benevolent man, 
we know not wliere to find." The world may 
even count him a mad-man ; and false bre- 
thren may vilify his character, and calumniate 
/j/s motives : yet he will bear down evil, by 
repayiog good ; ^ud wiU sWet^Cft \vvs «qrxs\\^ 
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by the abundance of his labours. He may 
be shut out from the world — cast into prison 
— banished into obscurity — no eye to observe 
him, no hand to help him— but it is enough v, 
for him, if his Saviour will speak to him and / 
smile on him ! 



Christians are too little aware what their 
religion requires from them, with regard to 
their wishes. When we wish things to be 
otherwise than they are, we los e sight of the 
greatjjracticalDarts of the lif^ of godliness. 
Wewish^and wish — when, if we hav6 done 
all that lies on us, we should fall quietly into 
the hands of God. Such wishing cuts the .^ 
very sinews of our privileges and consola- . 
tions. You are leaving me for a time ; and 
you say you wish you could leave me better, 
or leave me with some assistance : but, if it 
is right for you to go, it is right for me to 
meet what lies on me, without a wish that I 
had less to meet, or were better able to 
meet it. 



I COULD write down twenty cases, wherein I 
wished God had done otherwise than he did ; 
but which I now see, had I had my own will, 
would have led to extensive mischief. The 
life of a Christian is a life of paradoxes. He 
must lay hold on God : he must follow hard 
after him : he must determine not to kt !\\\!(v 
go. Aad yet he must learn to \et Godi^ovxa^ 
Quietaess before God is one of Oae mo^V. diSv- 

2 
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cult of all Christian graces — to sit where he 
places us ; to be what he would have us be, 
and this as long as he pleases. We are like 
a player at bowls : if be has given his bowl 
too little bias, he cries, " Flee :" if he has 
given it too much, he cries, "Rub:" you see 
him lifting his leg, and bending his body, in 
conformity to the motion he would impart to 
the bowl. Thus 1 have felt with regard to 
my dispensations : I would urge them or re- 
strain them : I would assimilate them to the 
habit of my mind. But 1 have smarted for this 
under severe visitation. It may seem a harsb^ 
bat it is a wise and gracious dispensation to- 
ward a man, when, the instant he stretches 
out his hand to order his affairs, God forces 
him to withdraw it. Concerning what is mo- 
rally good or evil, we are sufficiently inform- 
ed for our direction ; but, concerning what 
is naturally good or evil, we are ignorance 
itself. Restlessness and self-will are opposed 
to our duty in these cases. 

Schooling the heart is the grand means 
of personal religion. To bring motives un- 
der faithful examination, is a high state of 
religious character : with regard to the de- 
pravity of the heart, we live daily in the dis- 
belief of our own creed. We indulge thoughts 
and feelings, which are founded upon the pre- 
sumption that all around us are imperfect and 
corrupted, but that we are e^iem^Xe^, TV«i 
self-will and ambition and pas&ioti oi ^\W^\c. 
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characters in the religious world, all arise 
from this sort of practical infidelity. And, 
though its effects are so manifest in these 
men, because they are leaders of parties, and 
are set upon a pinnacle so that all who are 
without the influence of their vortex can see 
them ; yet every man's own breast has an in- 
fallible, dogmatizing, excommunicating, and 
anathematizing spirit working within. 

Acting from the occasion, without reflec- 
tion and inquiry, is the death of personal reli- 
gion. It will not suffice merely to retire to 
the study or the closet. The mind is some- 
times, in private, most ardently pursuing its 
particular object ; and as it then acts from 
the occasion, nothing is further from it than 
recollectedness. I have, for weeks together, 
in some scheme, acted so entirely from the 
occasion, that, when I have at length called 
myself to account, I have seemed like one 
awakened from a dream. ^^ Am I the man, 
who could think and speak so and so ? Am 
I the man who could feel such a disposition, 
or discover such conduct ?" The fascination 
and enchantment of the occasion is vanished ; 
and I stand like David in similar circumstan- 
ces before Nathan. Such cases in experience 
are, in truth, a moral intoxication : and the 
man is only then sober, when he begins to 
school his heart. 



The servant of God has not on\^ wblVwt^ ^evv- 
sibilhies, by which he feels in comuxow nVvC» 
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Other men, the sorrows of life ; but he has 
moral sensibilities, which are peculiar to his 
character. When David was driven from his 
kingdom, he not only felt depressed as an exc- 
ite and wanderer ; but he would recollect his 
own sin as punished in the affliction. Eli had 
not only to suffer the pangs of a father in the 
loss of his sons ; but he would recall, with 
bitterness of spirit, his own mismanagement^ 
in bringing up these sons. St. Paul had not 
only to endure the thorn in the flesh ; but he 
would feel that he carried about him his pro- 
pensities to self-exaltation, which rendered 
that thorn necessary and salutary. 

Dangerous predicaments are the brinks of 
temptation. A man often gives evidence to 
others that he is giddy, though he was not 
aware of it himself. Whoever has been in 
danger himself, will guess very shrewdly con- 
cerning the dangerous state of such a man. 

A haughty spirit is a symptom of extreme 
danger : A haughty spirit goeth before a fall. 

Presumptuous carelessness indicates danger. 
« Who fears ?"— This is to be feared, that 
you feel no cause of fear. Such was Peter's 
state : though all men forsake thee^ yet vnll 
not I. 

Venturing on the borders of danger is much 

akin to this. A '>ian goes on pretty well till 

he ventures within the atmosphere of danger ; 

but the atmosphere of danger mfelu^Xft^ ^\«v. 

T/ic ship is got within the \uftueT\ce ol ^^\^ 
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vortex, and will not obey the helm. David 
was sitting in this atmosphere on the bouset- 
top, and was ensnared and fell. 

An accemoH of wealth is a dangerous pre- 
dicament for a man. At first he is stunned, 
if the accession be sudden : he is very hum- 
ble and very grateful. Then he begins to 
speak a Ittde louder. People think him more 
sensible, and soon he thinks himself so. 

A man is in imminent danger when, in sus^ 
pected circumstances J he is disposed to equivo^^ 
cote, as Abraham did with Pharoah, and 
Isaac with Abi melee h. 

Stupidity of conscience under chastisement 
— an advancement to power, when a man be- 
gins to relish power — popularity — self-indul- 
gence — a disposition to gad about, like Di- 
nah — all these are symptoms of spiritual 
danger. 

A CHANGE OF CIRCUMSTANCES in our Condi- 
tion of life is a critical period. No man who 
has not passed through such a change, can 
form any adequate notion of its effect upon 
the mind. When money comes in the pocket 
of a poor man in small sums, it goes out as 
it came in, and more follows it in the same , 
way ; and, with a certain freedom and indif- 
ference, it is applied to its proper uses ; but 
when be begins to receive round sums, that 
may jrield him an interest, and wVietv V\\\^ vol- 
eresi comes to be added to his pT\uc\ip^\, ^"s^^ 
wsweeta ofaugmeni^Xion to creep oNex Vvvca 

2* 
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it is quite a new world to him. In a rise of 
circumstances too the man becomes, in his 
own opinion, a wiser man, a greater man ; 
and pride of station crosses him in his way. 
Nor is the contrary change less dangerous. 
Poverty has its trials. That is a fine trait in 
the Pilgrim's Progress, that Christian stum- 
bled in going down the Hill in the Valley of 
Humiliation. 



A SOUND head, a simple heart, and a spirit 
dependent on Christ, will suffice to conduct 
us in every variety of circumstances. 

I CANNOT look through my past life without 
trembling. A variation in my circumstances 
has been attended with dangers and difficul- 
ties, little of which I saw at the time compa- 
red with what reflection has since shown me, 
but which in the review of them make me 
shudder, and ought to fill me with gratitude. 
[ He, who views this subject aright, will put up 
r particular prayers against sudden attacks. 

God will have the Christian thoroughly hum- 
bled and dependent. Strong minds think per- 
haps sometimes, that they can eflect great 
things in experience by keeping themselves 
girt up, by the recurrence of habit, by vigo- 
rous exertion. This is their unquestionable 
duty. But God often strips them, lest they 
should grow confident. He \ays tViemVk^te — 
ffe makes them feel poor, datV, W^oX^oX, 
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He seems to say, " Strive with all your vi-^ 
gour, but yet I am He that worketh all in all." ^ 

There is no calling or profession, however 
ensnaring in many respects to a Christian 
mind, provided it be not in itself simply un- 
lawful, wherein God has not frequently raised ^ 
up faithful witnesses, who have stood forth as i 
examples to others, in like situations, of the 
practicability of uniting great eminence in 
the Christian Life with the discharge of the 
duties of their profession, however difficult* 

Fear has the most steady effect on the con- 
stitutional temperament of some Christians, 
to keep them in their course. A strong sense 
of duty fixes on the minds of others, and is 
the prevailing principle of conduct, without 
any direct reference to consequences. > On 
minds of a stubborn, refractory, and self- 
willed temper, fear and duty have in general 
little effect : they brave fear, and a mere sense 
of duty is a cold and lifeless principle ; but . 
gratitude, under a strong and subduing sense t 
of mercies, melts them into obedience. ^ 



There is a large class who would confound 
nature and grace. These are chiefly women. 
They sit at home, nursing themselves over a 
fire, and then trace up the natural effects oC 
solitude and want of air and exercise \w\.o ^'^\- 
ntaal desertion. There is more pt\Ae \v\ ^^^ 
'haa they are aware of. They are ww^VO^ycx 



.^^' . 
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to allow so simple and natural a cause of 
their feelings; and wish to find something in 
the thing more sublime. 

There are so many things to lower a man's 
topsails — he is such a dependent creature- 
he is to pay such court to his stomach, bi$ 
food, his sleep, his exercise — that, in truth, a 
Hero is an idle word. Man seems formed to 
be a Hero in suffering — not a Hero in action. 
Men err in nothing more than in the estimate 
which they make of human labour. The- 
Hero of the world is the man that makes the 
bustle — the man that makes the road smoke 
under his chaise-and-four— the man that 
raises a dust about him — the man that ma- 
nages or devastates empires! But what is the 
real labour of this man — compared with that 
of a silent sufferer ? He lives on his projects. 
He encounters, perhaps, rough roads — in- 
commodious inns — bad food — storms and pe- 
rils — weary days and sleepless nights : — but 
what are these ! — his project — his point — the 
thing that has laid hold on his heart — glory 
— a name — consequence — pleasure — wealth 
— these render the man callous to the pains 
and efforts of the body ! I have been in both 
states, and therefore understand them ; and I 
know that men form this false estimate. Be- 
sides — there is something in bustle, and stir, 
and activity, that supports uselt Ax ov\e ^e- 
rwd, I preached and read five tim^^ ow ^ 
Sunday, and rode sixteen m\\es. ^\xv v«\i^v. 
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did it cost me f Nothing ! Tet most men 
would have looked on while I was rattling 
from village to village, with all the dogs bark- 
ing at my heels, and would have called me a 
Hero : whereas, if they were to look at me 
now, they would call me an idle, lounging 
fellow. << He makes a sermon on the Satur- 
day — he gets into his study — he walks from 
end to end — he scribbles on a scrap of paper 
— he throws it away, and scribbles on ano- 
ther — he takes snuff — he sits down — scribbles 
again — ^walks about." The man cannot see 
that here is an exhaustion of the spirit, which, 
at night, will leave me worn to the extremity 
of endurance. He cannot see the number- 
less efforts of mind, which are crossed, and 
stifled, and recoil on the spirits ; like the 
fruitless efforts of a traveller to get firm foot- 
ing among the ashes on the steep sides of 
Mount Etna.* 



Elijah appears to have been a man of what 
we call a great spirit: yet we never find \ 
him rising against the humiliating methods, 
which God was sometimes pleased to take 
with him ; whether he is to depend for his 
daily food on the ravens, or is to be nourished 
by the slender pittance of a perishing widow. 
Pride would choose for us such means of pro- 
vision, as have some appearance of our own 
agency in them: and stout-heattedtie^^^ vj^\i\^ 

* See the Adrenturer, N«. cxxvu. 3 . ^ . 



lead us to refuse things, if we cannot b: 
them in our own way. 

The blessed man is he, who is under edu 
tion in God's Ecfaool ; where be endures cb 
tisement, and by chastisement is instmcl 
Tiie foolish creature is bewitched, sometin 
with tbe enchantments and sorceries of I 
He begins to lose tbe lively sense of t 
something, which is superior to tbe glorj 
the world. His grovelling soul begins to s 
■- " Is not this fine ? Is not that charming ? 
not that noble house worth a wish i' Is 
that equipage worth a sighf" He must gi 
tbe word of God to know what a thin| 
worth. He must be taught there to « 
things by their proper names. If he hi 
lost this habit, wbeu his heart puts the qti 
tions he will answer them like a fool; a 
have done a thousand times. He will for 
that God puts his children into possession 
these things, as mere stewards ; and that 
possession of them increases their respoi 
bilily. He will sit down, and plan and sche 
to obtain possession of things, which he / 
gets are to be burnt and destroyed. I 
God dashes the fond scheme in pieces, 
disappoints the project. And, with the cb 
tisement, be sends instruction : for he knc 
that the silly creature, if left to himself, woi 
begin, like the spider whose web has b< 
swept away, to spin it again. And then i 
man sees that Job is blessed — not when G 
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gives him sons, and daughters, and flocks, 
and herds, and power, and honour; but when 
God takes all these away — not, when the 
schemes of his carnal heart are indulged; but 
when they are crossed and disappointed. 



A STUBBORN and rebellious mind in a Chris- 
tian, must be kept low by dark and trying 
dispensations. The language of God, in his 
providence, to such an one, is generally of 
this kind : " I will not wholly hide myself. I 
will be seen by thee. But thou shalt never 
meet me, except in a dark night and in a 
«torm." Ministers of such a natural spirit 
are often fitted for eminent usefulness by these 
means. 



The Christian, in his sufierings, is often 
tempted to think himself forgotten. But his 
afflictions are the clearest proofs, that he is 
an object both of Satan's enmity, and of 
God's fatherly discipline. Satan would not 
have man suflfer a single trouble all his life 
loner, if he' mierht have his way. He would 
give him the thing his heart is ^et upon. He 
woiild work in with his ambition. He would 
pamper his lust and his pride. But God has 
better things in reserve for his children : and 
they must be brought to desire them and seek 
them ; and this will be through the wreck and 
sacrifice of all that the heart holds dear. The 
Christian prays for fuller manifestations of 
Christ's power and glory and love to him ; 
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but he is often not aware, that this is, in truth, 
praying to be brought into the furnace : for 
in the (urnace only it is, that Christ can walk 
with his friends, and display, in their preser- 
vation and deliverance, his own almighty 
power. Yet, when brought thither, it is one 
of the worst parts of the trial, that the Chris- 
tian often thinks himself, for a time, at least, 
abandoned. Job thought so. But while he 
looked on himself as an outcast, the Infinite 
Spirit and the Wicked Spirit were holding a 
dialogue on his case ! He was more an ol>\ 
ject of notice and interest, than the largest! 
armies that were ever assembled, and the! 
mightiest revolutions that ever shook the 
world, considered merely in their temporal 
interests and consequences. Let the Chris- ( 
tian be deeply concerned, in all his trials, to i 
honour his Master before such observers ! 



Affliction has a tendency, especially if long 
continued, to generate a kind of despondency 
and ill-temper: and spiritual incapacity is 
closely connected with pain and sickness. 
The spirit of prayer does not necessarily 
come with affliction. If this be not poured 
out upon the man, he will, like a wounded 
beast, skulk to his den and growl there. 

God has marked implidiness and simplicity 

of faith with peculiar approbation. He has 

done this throughout the Scripture *, and he 

js doing it daily in the CVit\sl\au\ivfe. K.\3l 
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unsuspecting, unquestioning, unhesitating spi- 
rit he delights to honour. He does not delight 
in a credulous, weak, and unstable mind. He 
gives us full evidence, when he calls and leads; 
but he expects to find in us — what he himself 
bestows — an open ear and a disposed heart. 
Though he gives us not the evidence of sense : 
yet he gives such evidence as will be heard 
by an open ear, and followed by a disposed 
heart: Thomas! because ihou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed : blessed are they, that have 
not seen^ and yet have believed. We are wit- 
nesses what an open ear and a disposed heart 
will do in men of the world. If wealth is in 
pursuit — if a place presents itself before them 
— if their persons and families and afiairs are 
the object — a whisper, a hint, a probability, 
a mere chance, is a sufficient ground of ac- 
tion. It is this very state of mind with re- 
gard to religion, which God delights in and 
honours. He seems to put forth a hand, and ( 
to say — " Put thy hand into mine. Follow 
all my leadings. Keep thyself attentive to 
every turn." 

A SOUND heart is an excellent casuist. Men 
stand doubting what they shall do, while an 
evil heart is at the bottom. If, with St. Paul, 
they simply did one thing, the way would be 

Elain. A miser, or an ambitious man, knows 
is points; and he has such a simplicity in 
the pursuit of them j that you seldom fiwdL\vvK\ 
^ ai SL loss about the steps wVvicVi Yie Avoas^^ 

3 
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take to attain them. He has acquired a iprt 
of instinctive habit in his pursuit. Simplicity 
and rectitude would have prevented a thou- 
sand schisms in the Church ; which have 
generally risen from men having something 
else in plan and prospect, and not the out 
thing, 

WHAT I do, thou knowest not now; hui 
thou shalt know hereafter — is the unvaried 
language of God, in his providence. He will 
have CREDIT every step. He will not assign 
reasons, because he will exercise faith. 

Pride urges men to inquire into the phUosO" 
phy of Divine Truth. They are not con- 
tented, for example, with the account which 
the Bible gives of the origin of evil, and its 
actual influence on mankind ; but they would 
supply what God has left untold. They would 
explain the fitness and propriety of things. 
A mathematician may summon his scholars 
round his chair, and from self-evident princi- 
ples deduce and demonstrate his conclusions: 
he has axioms ; but concerning evil we have 
none. A Christian may say on this subject, 
as Sir Christopher Wren did concerning the 
roof of King's College Chapel — " Show me 
how to fix the first stone, and I will finish the 
building" — " Explain the origin of evil, and 
I will explain every other difiBculty respecting 
evil." We are placed in a disposition and 
constitution of things, under a Righteous Go- 
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vernor. If we will not rest satisfied with this, 
something is wrong in our state of mind. It 
is a solid satisfaction to every man who has 
been seduced into foolish inquiries, that it is 
utterly impossible to advance one inch by 
them. He must come back to rest in God's v 
appointment. He must come back to sit pa- 
tiently, meekly, and with docility at the feet 
of a teacher. 






Duties are ours: events are God's. This 
removes an infi^mte burden from the shoulders 
of a miserable, tempted, dying creature. On 
this consideration only, can he securely lay 
down his head and close his eyes. 

The Christian often thinks, and schemes, 
and talks, like a practical Atheist. His eye 
is so conversant with Second Causes, that the 
Great Mover is little regarded. And yet 
those sentiments and that conduct of others, 
by which his affairs are influenced, are not 
formed by chance and at random. They are 
attracted toward the system of his affairs or 
repelled from them, by the Highest Power. 
We talk of attraction in the Universe ; but 
there is no such thing, as we are accustomed 
to consider it The natural and moral worlds 
are held together, in their respective opera- 
tions, by an Incessant Administration. It is 
the mighty grasp of a controlling hand^ 
which keeps every thing in its slaXiou. "^ ^x^ 
bis control suspended^ there is uOXVvvi^^ ^Ar- 
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quate to the preservation of harmony and af- 
fection between my mind and that of my 
dearest friend, for a single hour. 

Lord Chesterfield tells his son, that,, when he 
entered into the world and heard th6 conjec- 
tures and notions about public afiairs, be wsat- 
surprised at their folly ; becauJse be wais in' 
the secret^ add knew what was passing in the' 
Cabinet We negotiate. We make treaties. 
We make war. We cry for peace. We ImVe 
public hopes and fears. We distrust one ndi* 
nister, and we repose 6n anotiier. We r^ 
call one General or Admiral, because he has 
lost the national confidence, and we send out , 
another with a full tide of hopes and expect I 
tations. We find something in men and mea- 
sures, as the sufficient cause of all sufferings 
or anticipations.— But a religious man enters 
the Cabinet. He sees, in all public fears 
and difficulties, the pressure of God's hand. 
So long as this pressure continues, he knows 
that we may move heaven and earth in vain: 
every thing is bound up in icy fetters. But, 
when God moves his hand, the waters flow ; 
measures avail, and hopes are accomplished. 

We are too apt to forget our actual depend- 
ence on Providence, for the circumstances of 
every instant. The most trivial events may 
determine our state in the world. Turning > 
up one street instead of anotVwt^iftvjWvw^ 
irs Into company with a person "SFfliota ^ft 
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should not otherwise have met; and this may 
lead to a train of other events, which may 
determine the happiness or misery of our 
lives. 



Light may break in upon a man afler he 
has taken a particular step ; but he will not 
condemn himself for the step taken in a less 
degree of light: he may hereafter see still 
better than be now does, and have reason to 
alter his opinion again. It is enough to sa- 
tisfy us of our duty, if we are conscious, that, 
at the time we take a step, we have an ade- 
quate motive. If we are conscious of a wrong 
motive, or of a rash proceeding, for such 
step w0 must expect to suffer. 

Trt^uble or difficulty befalling us after any \ 
particular step, is not, of itself, an argument *^ 
that the step was wrong. A storm overtook 
the disciples in the ship ; but this was no proof 
that they had done wrong to go on board. 
Esau met Jacob, and occasioned him great 
fear and anxiety, when he left Laban ; but 
this did not prove him to have done wrong 
in the step vvhich he had taken. Difficulties 
are no ground of presumption against us, 
when we did not run into them in following 
our own will : yet the Israelites were with 
difficulty convinced that they were in the 
path of duty, when they found themselves 
shot in by the Red Sea. Christians, awd ^^- 
peciaJIy aunisters, must expect txo\]\Ae^ \ \v 
IS ia this way tfaat God leads ibem x \\e cow- 

3* 
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ducts them "|?cr ardua ad astra,^^ They '■ 
would be in imminent danger if the multitude \ 
at all times cried Hosanna ! ^ 

We must remember that we are short-sight- 
ed creatures. We are like an nnskilfiil chess- 
player, who takes the next piece, while a 
skilful one looks further. He who sees the 
end from the beginning, will often appoint us 
a most inexplicable way to walk in. Joseph 
was put into the pit and the dungeon : but 
this was the way which led to the throne. 

We often want to know too much and too 
soon. We want the light of to-morrow, but 
it will not come till to-morrow. And then 
a slight turn, perhaps, will throw such light 
on our path, that we shall be astonished we 
saw not our way before. " I can wait," says 
Lavater. This is a high attainment. We 
must labour, therefore, to be quiet in that 
path, from which we cannot recede without 
danger and evil. 



There is not a nobler sight in the world, 
than an aged and experienced Christian, who, 
having been sifted in the sieve of temptation, 
stands forth as a confirmer of the assaulted — 
testifying, from his own trials, the reality of 
religion ; and meeting, by his warnings and 
directions and consolations, the cases of all 
who may be tempted to doubt it. 

The Christian expects his Tew^xA, \\o\.^^ Aw^ 
to merits but as connected, \n a co^svsxSxvsXxow 
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grace, with those acts which grace enables 
n to perform. The pilgrim, who has beea f 
I to the gate of heaven, will not knock \ 
ire as worthy of being admitted ; but the | 
te shall open to him, because he is brought i 
ther. He, who sows, even with tearsy the 
icious seed of faith, hope, and love, shaU 
ubtless come again with joy, and bring his 
laves with him ; because it is in the very 
ture of that seed, to yield, under the kind- 
influence secured to it, a joyful harvest. 




ox 

A MINISTER'S 

QUALIFYING HIMSELF FOR HIS OFFICE. 



When a young Minister sets out, he should 
sit down and ask himself how he may best 
qualify himself' for his office. 

How does a physician qualify himself f It 
is not enough that he offers to feel the pulse. 
He must read and inquire, and observe, and 
make experiments, and correct himself again 
and again. He must lay in a stock of medi- 
cal knowledge before he begins to feel the 
pulse. 

The Minister is a Physician of a far higher 
order. He has a vast field before him. He 
has to study an infinite variety of constitu- 
tions. He is to furnish himself with the 
knowledge of the whole system of remedies. 
He is to be a man of skill and expedient. If 
one thing fail he must know how to apply 
another. Many intricate and perplexed cases 
will come before him : it will be disgraceful 
to him not to be prepared for such. His pa- 
tients will put many questions to him : it will 
be disgraceful to him not to be prepared to 
answer them. He is a merchant embarking 
in extensive concerns. A little ready money 
in the pocket will not answer the demands 
that will be made upon him. Some of us seem . 
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to think it will, but they are grossly deceiv- 
ed. There must be a well furnished account . 
at the banker's. 

But it is not all gold that glitters. A young ,' 
minister must learn to separate and select his I 
materials. A roan who talks to himself will 
find out what suits the heart of man : some 
things respond : they ring again. Nothing 
« of this nature is lost on mankind : it is wortH 
its weight in gold, for the service of a mioifr- 
ter. He must remark, too, what it is that 
puzzles and distracts the mind : all this is to 
be avoided : it may wear the garb of deep 
research, and great acumen, and extensive 
learning; but it is nothing to the mass of 
mankind. 

One of the most important considerations 
in making a sermon, is to disembarrass it as 
much as possible. The sermons of the last 
century were like their large, unwieldy chairs. 
Men have now a far more true idea of a chair. 
They consider it as a piece of furniture to 
sit upon, and they cut away from it every 
thing that embarrasses and encumbers it. It 
requires as much reflection and wisdom to 
know what is not to be put into a sermon, as 
what is. 

A young minister should likewise look 

round him, that he may see what has suc- 

^^^eeded and what has not. Truth is to be bis 

^^Btompanion, but he is to clothe her so as to 

'gain her access. Truth must never bow to 

lashion or prejudice ; but her garb may be 
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ried. No maD was ever eminently snccess- 
1 10 his ministry, who did not make Truth 
( friend. Snch a man might not see her, 
leed, in all her beauty and proportions; 
t, certaunly, he saw and loved her. A young 
nister should remember that she does not 
ar the dress of a party. Wherever she is, 
9 is one and the same, however variously 
m may array her. He, who is ignorant of 
r prominent and distinguishing features, is 
e a musician who plays half score : it 
iCes on every well-formed ear; as fatal 
*or finds no corresponding vibration in the 
lewed' heart. Truth forms an immediate 
]uaintance with such a heart, by a certain 
less and suitableness to its state and feel- 
^. She is something different from the 
:tnre which a Churchman draws of her. 
Dissenter misses her perfect figure. A 
enchman distorts her features in one way, 
cl an Englishman in another. Every one 
ikes his own cast and colour too essential 
her. 

K^nowledge, then, and Truth, are to be the 
istant aim of a young minister. But where 
dl we find them? Let him learn from a 
A, if a fool can teach him any thing. Let 
D be every where and always a learner* 
! should imitate Gainsborough^ Gainsbo- 
igfa transfused Nature into his landscapes, 
^ond almost any of his contemporaries ; 
rause Gainsborough was Qvery where the 
inl^r. Every remarkable feature or post 

4 
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tion of a tree — every fine stroke of Nature — 
was copied into his pocket-book on the spot ; 
and, in bis next picture, appeared with a life 
and vivacity and nature, which no strength 
of memory or imagination could have sup- 
plied. 

There is a certain wise way, too, in which 
he should accustom himself to look down on 
the pursuits of ail other men. No man of 
eminence in his profession is destitute of such 
a partial feeling for his profession ; though 
his judgment may remonstrate with him there- 
on, as an unfounded partiality. The minis- 
ter, however, is required so to view all other 
pursuits. He alone is the man, whose aim is 
Eternity. He alone is the man whose office 
and profession, in all their parts, are raised 
into dignity and importance by their direct , 
reference to Eternity. For Eternity he i 
schemes, and plans, and labours. 

He should become a philosopher also. He 
should make experiments on himself and 
others, in order to find out what will produce 
effect. He is a fisherman: and the fisherman 
must fit himself to his employment. If some 
fish will bite only by day, he must fish by j 
day : if others will bite only by moon-light, '^ 
he must fish for them by moon-light. He \ 
has an engine to work, and it must be his 
most assiduous endeavour to work his engine 
to the full extent of its powers : and, to find 
out its powers, is the first s\.e\> lo\9^vd success 
^nd effect. Many men pVay «Ld.TO\t^\^ ow^^ 
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organ, if you would allow them that there is 
no difference between an organ and a harp- 
sichord, but they have utterly mistaken its 
powers. 'Combination is the unrivalled ex- 
cellence of the organ ; and therefore he only 
can display its powers, who studies the chords 
and stops in all their infinite variety of reso- 
lution and composition, rather than the rapid 
motion of his fingers only. 

But all the minister's efforts will be vanity, 
or worse than vanity, if he have not Unction. 
Unction nKUst come down from heaven, and 
spread a savour and relish and feeling over 
his ministry. And, among all the other means 
of qualifying himself for his office, the Bible 
must hold the first place, and the last also must 
be given to the word of God and prayer. 



'i 



ASSISTANCE 

WHICH A BANISTER HAS REASON TO EXPECT 

IITTHE 

DISCHARGE OF HIS PUBLIC DUTY. 

Men have carried their views on this subject 
to extremes. Enthusiasts have said that leara- 
mg. and that studying and writing sermons, 
have injured the Church. The accurate men 
have said, '^ Go and hear one of these enthu- 
siasts hold forth !" 

But both classes may be rendered useful. 
Let each correct its evils, yet do its work in 
its own way. 

Some men set up exorbitant notions about 
accuracy. But exquisite accuracy is totally 
lost on mankind. The greater part of those 
who hear, cannot be brought to see the points 
of the accurate man. The Scriptures are 
not written in this manner. I should advise 
a young Minister to break through all such 
cobwebs, as these unphilosophical men would 
spin round him. An humble and modest man 
is silenced, if he sees one of these critics be- 
fore him. He should say, ^^ I am God's ser- 
vant. To my own Master I stand or fall. I 
will labour according to the utmost ability 
which God giveth, and leave all consequences 
to him." 
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We are especially taught in the New Tes- 
tament, to glorify the Spirit of God : and, in 
his gracious operations in our ministry, we 
are nearer the Apostolic Times than we often 
think ourselves. 

But this assistance is to be expected by us, 
as labourers in the vineyard ; not as rhapso- 
dists. Idle men may be pointed out, who 
have abused the doctrine of divine assistance; 
but what has not been abused ? We must ex- 
pect a special blessing to accompany the 
truth : not to supersede labour, but to rest on 
and accompany labour. 

A Minister is to be in season, and out of 
season; and, therefore, every where a Minis- 
ter. He will not employ himself in writing 
secular histories : he will not busy himself in 
prosecuting mathematical inquiries. He will 
labour directly in his high calling ; and in- 
directly, in a vast variety of ways, as he may 
be enabled i and God may bless that word in 
private, which may have been long heard in 
public in vain. 

A Minister should satisfy himself in saying, 
'< It matters not what men think of my talents. 
Am I doing what I can f " for there is great 
encouragement in that commendation of our 
Lord's, She hath done what she could. It 
would betray a wrong state of mind to say, 
''If I had discharged my duty in such and 
such a way, I shodd have succeeded." This 
is a carnal spirit. If God bless the simple 
manner in which you spoke, that will do 
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good ; if not, no manner of speaking could 
have done it. 

There is such a thing in the religious world 
as a cold, carnal wisdom : every thing must 
be nicely weighed in the scales : every thing 
must be exactly measured by the rule. 1 
question if this is not worse, in its conse- 

?uence8, than the enthusiasm which h opposes, 
toth are evil, and to be shunned. But I 
scarcely ever knew a preacher or writer of 
this class who did much good. 

We are to go forth, expecting the exceUen- 
cy of God^s power to accompany us, since we 
are but earthen vessels : and if, in the Apos«- 
tolic days, diligence was necessary, how much 
more requisite is it now! 

But, to the exercise of this diligence, a 
sufficiency in all things is promised. What 
does a Minister require? In all these respects 
the promise is applicable to him. He needs, 
for instance, courage and patience: he may, 
therefore, expect that the Holy Spirit will 
enable him for the exercise of these graces. 

A minister may expect more superintend- 
ence^ more elevation, than a hearer. It can 
scarcely be questioned that he ought to pray 
for this : if so, he has a ground in Scripture 
thus to pray. 

I have been cured of expecting the Holy 
Spirit's influence without due preparation on 
our part, by observing how men preach who 
take up that error. I have heard such men 
talk nonsense by the hour. 
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We must combine Luther with St. Paul — 
** Bene orasse est bene studuisse^^ must be unit- 
ed with St. Paul's Meditate upon these things: 
give thyself whoUy to them^ that thy profiting 
may appear to all. One errs who says, *' i 
.will preach a reputable sermon:" and another 
errs who says, '' I will leave all to the assist- 
ance of the Holy Spirit," while he has ne- 
glected a diligent preparation. 



f 



\> PREACHING CHRIST. 

" We preach Christ cracified." 1 Cor. i. 23. 

Ch^st is God's great ordinance. Nothing 
ever has been done, nor will be done to pur- 
pose, but so far as He is held forth with sim- 
plicity. All the lines must centre in Him. 
I feel this in my own experience, and there- 
fore I govern my Ministry by it : but then 
this is to be done according to the Analogy of 
Faith — not ignorantly, absurdly, and falsely. 
I doubt not, indeed, but that excess on this 
side is less pernicious than excess on the 
other : because God will bless His own es- 
pecial Ordinance, though partially understood 
and partially exhibited. 

There are many weighty reasons for ren- 
dering Christ prominent in our Ministry : — 

1. Christ cheers the prospect. Every thing 
connected with Him has light and gladness 
thrown round it. I look out of my window : 
the scene is scowling — dark — frigid — forbid- 
ding : I shudder : my heart is chilled. But, 
let the Sun break forth from the cloud — I can 
feel — I can act — I can spring. 

2. God descending and dwelling with man, 
/s a truth so infinitely grand, that it mnst ah^ 

jforb all others • "You are Vvv^ a.\x^w^"axi\.%\ 



ON THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 45 

Well! But the Mng! There he is!— the 
king:' 

3. Out of Chritt Ood is not intelligible^much 
less amiame. Sucfi men as Clarke and Aber- 
uethy talk sublime nonsense. A sick woman 
said to me — ^ Sir ! I have no notion of God. 
I can form no notion of Him. You talk to 
me about Him, but I cannot get a single idea 
that seems to contain any thing' — ^But you 
know how to conceive of Jesus Christ as a 
man ! God comes down to you in Him, full 
of kindness and condescension. ^ Ah ! Sir, 
that gives me something to lay hold on. 
There I can rest. I understand God in His 
Sod.' But if God is not inteUigible out of 
Christ much less is he amiaile, though 1 ought 
to feel Him so. He is an object of horror 
and aversion to me, corrupted as I am ! 1 
fiear — ^I tremble — I resist — ^I hate — I rebel. 

4. A preacher may pursue his Topic j with^ 
out being led by it to Christ. A man who is 
accustomed to investigate topics is in danger. 
He takes up his topic, and pursues it He 
takes up another, and pursues it. At length 
Jesos Christ becomes his topic, and then he 
portiues that. If he cannot so feel and think 
as to bend all subjects naturally and grace- 
fully to Christ, he must seek his remedy in 
selecting such as are more evangelical. 

5. God puts peculiar honour on the preach- 
ing of Cknst crucified. A philosopher may 
\AA\osopbise bis hearerSj but the preacVuw^ q^ 
7linsi must convert them. John tVie'B^vVx^^ 
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will make bis bearers tremble^ but, if^.Ae 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater Ifton 
he, let him exhibit that peculiar feature of Us a 
superiority — Jesus Christ Men may preabh, fa 
Christ ignorantly-'^bloncleriiigly''— absumQy t y 
yet God will g^ve it efficacy, because ht 'ii , 
determined to mag^iify his own ordinaaoehV' 
6. Ood seems in the doetrin» cfthe* Cni^ 
to design the. destruction of man's fride. £i^ 
the murderer and the adulterer sometimiet iwr 
come subject^ of the grace of the Gosp^ 
because the murderer and adulterer aw jMii* \ 
easily convinced and hqmbled : but the iam 
of virtue is seldom reached, because tlie lAiA 
of virtue disdains to descend. Remember.mti 
saved a dying male&ctor! — Ood^ I.tbni 
Thee^ condemned a proud Pharisee! 

Every minister should therefore inquire, 
*' What is for me the wisest way of preaching 
Christ to men ?" Some seem to think that in 
the choice of a wise way, there lurks always 
a trimming disposition. There are men, doubt- 
less, who will sacrifice to Self^ even Christ 
Jesus the Lord : but they, of all men, are 
farthest from the thing. There is a secret in 
doing it, which none but an honest man can 
discover. The knave is not half wise enough. 
We are not to judge one another in these 
things. Sufficient it is to us, to know what 
we have to do. There are different ways of 
doing the same thing, and that with success 
and acceptance. We see this in the apostles 
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bemselves. They not only preached Christ 
II different ways; but, what is more, they 
onld not do this like one another. They 
leclare this fact themselves; and acknow- 
Nlge the grace of God in their respective 
fifts. Chir beloved brother Fatd^ toritesj says 
)t. Peter, according to the wisdom given unto 
\im. But there are Peters, in our days, who 
Fonld say — " Paul is too learned. Away 
nth these things, which are hard to be under- 
tood. He should be more simple. I dislike 
ill this reasoning." And there are Pauls, 
vbo would say, " Peter is rash and unguard- 
ed. He should put a curb on his impetuosi- 
y." And there are Johns, who would say, 
*• They should both discharge their office in 
ny soft and winning manner. No good will 
:oroe of this fire and noise." Nothing of 
liis sort! Each hath his proper gift of God; 
me after this manner ^ ana another after that : 
ind each seems only desirous to occupy faith- 
^My till his Master come, leaving his brethren 
to stand or fall to their own Master, 

Too much dependence is often placed on a 
system of rational contrivance. An ingenious 
man thinks he can manage so to preach Christ, 
that bis hearers will say — *' Here is nothing 
of Methodism ! This has nothing to do with 
that system !" I will venture to say, if this is 
the sentiment communicated by his ministry, 
that he has not delivered his message. The 
people do not know what he means, or he has 
kept back part of God's truth. He has fallen 
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on a carnal contrivance, to avoid a cross; 
and he does no good to souls. The whole 
message must be delivered ; and it is better it 
should be delivered even coarsely, than not at 
all. We may lay it down as a principle— 
That if the Gospel be a medicine, and a Mpe- 
dfic too — as it is — it must be got down suck 
as it is. Any attempt to sophisticate and addl- 
terate will deprive it of its efficacy ; and will 
often recoil on the man who makes the at- 
tempt, to his shame and confusion. The Je- 
suits tried to render Christianity palatable to 
the Chinese by adulterating it, but the Jesu- 
its were driven with abhorrence from the em- 
pire. 

If we have to deal with men of learning, 
let us show learning so far as to demonstrate 
that it bears its testimony to the Truth. But 
accommodation in manner must often spring 
from humility. We must condescend to the 
capacities of men, and make the truth intel- 
ligible to them. 

If this be our manner of preaching Christ, 
we must make up our minds not to regard the \ 
little caviller, who will judge us by the stand- 
ard of his favourite author or preacher. We 
must be cautious, too, since men of God have 
been and ever will be the butt and scorn of 
the world, of thinking that we can escape its : 
sneers and censures. It is a foolish project- 
To avoid giving offence; but it is our duty. 
To avoid giving unnecessary ofetvc^. It is 
necessary o/Tence, if it is g\\ew\i^ vVv^'1^t\sl^% 
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bat it is unnecessary, if our own spirit occa- 
sion it« 

I have often thought that St. Paul was 
raised up peculiarly to be an example to 
others, in labouring to discover the wisest 
way of exhibiting the Gospel : not only that 
he was to be a great pattern in other points, 
but designedly raised up for this very thing. 
How does he labour to make the truth reason- 
ably plain ! How does he strain every nerve 
and ransack every corner of the heart to 
make it reasonably palatable ! We need not 
be instructed in his particular meaning when 
he says, / became all things to all men^ if by 
any means I might save some. His history is 
a comment on the declaration. 

The knowledge of Jesus Christ is a won- 
derful mystery. Some men think they preach 
Christ gloriously, because they name him 
every two minutes in their sermons. But that 
is not preaching Christ. To understand, and 
enter into, and open his various offices and 
characters — the glories of his person and 
work — his relation to us, and ours to Him, 
and to God the Father and God the Spirit 
through him — this is the knowledge of Christ. 
The divines of the present day are stunted 
dwarfs in this knowledge, compared with the 
nreat men of the last age. To know Jesus 
Christ for ourselves, is to make him a conso- 
lation^ — delight^ — strength^ — righteousness^ — 
conwaniany — and end. 
This is the aspect in which reWgvow ^\\Q\3\^ 

5 
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be presented to maokind : it is SQiied, abitiye 
all other, to produce effect; and Effect is <Mir 
object. We must take human natqrei as ifc 
find human, nature. We must take , htuBMi 
nature ia gre^t citieSi as we fin4 ibpmaa. Up 
tnr^ in. great pities. jWe may say^--^iJUit j0f 
^yai is £e aspect which wiftht to, bayei 90tf 
effect : we must illiiminate Uie mind c we imMtt, 
enlist i)ie. reason: W€ must aU^udk tte.con* 
science^^r Wf may do all this, ^md yet ^Mlr. 
compartltiye want of success in begettiiig and 
educating the Sons of Glory, maydembiH 
strateto us ijbax there it some mor6 El^lii6j9 
way ; wd that sound sense fmd philosc^^ 
call on. us to adopt that way, 6ieaiii6 iL^u 
most Effective. . " 

Our system of preaching must meet man- 
kind : they must nnd it poBsible to live in the 
bustle of the world, and yet serre God : after 
being worried and harassed with its concerns, 
let diem hear cheering truths concerning 
Christ's Love and Oare and Pity, which will 
operate like an enchantment in dispelling the 
cares of life and calming the anxious pertur-- 
bations of conscience. Bring forward pri- 
vileges and enforce duties, in their proper 
places and proportions. 

Let there be no extremes : yet I am ar« 
rived at this conviction : Men, who lean to- 
ward the extreme of evangelical primUgegin 
their ministry, do much more to the conver- 
sioD of their hearers ; than tbe^ do^ who lean 
toward the extreme of requirement* KiA\ivi 
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own ewperience confirms my observation. I 
feel myself repelled, if any thing cbiUs, loads, 
or urges me. This is my nature, and I see it 
to be very much the nature of other men. 
But, let me hear, Son ofman^ thou hast played 
the harlot with many lovers ; yet return again 
to me, saitii the Lord — I am melted and sub* 
dued. 



ON 

\J A MINISTER'S 

FAMILIAR INTERCOURSE WITH HIS HEARERS. 

What passes, on these occasions, too often 
savours of this world. We become one among 
our hearers. They come to church on Sunday; 
and we preach : the week comes round again^ 
and its nonsense with it. Now if a minister 
were what he should be, the people would feel 
it. They would not attempt to introduce this 
dawdling, silly, diurnal chat ! When we coun- 
tenance this, it looks as though, " On the 
Sunday I am ready to do my business ; and, 
in the week, you may do yours.^^ This lowers 
the tone of what I say on the Sabbath. It 
forms a sad comment on my preaching. 

I have traced, I think, some of the evil that 
lies at the root of this. We are more con- 
cerned to be thought Gentlemen, than to be 
felt as Ministers. Now being desirous to be 
thought a man who has kept good company, 
strikes at the root of that rough work — the 
bringing of God into his world. To talk of a 
Creator, and Preserver, and Redeemer, is an 
outrage on the feelings of most companies. 

There is important truth in what Mr. Wes- 
ley said to his preachers, when rightly under- 
stood, however it may have been ridiculed : 
" You have no more to do with being Gen- 
tlemeiiy than Dancing Masler^." The cha- 
rncter of a minister is far beyou^ \)w?)X o^ ^ 
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mere geatleman. It takes a higher walk. He 
will, indeed, study to be a real gentleman : 
he will be the farthest possible from a rade 
man : he will not disdain to learn nor to 
practice the decencies of society : but he will 
sustain a still higher character. 

It is a snare to a minister when in compa- 
ny, to be drawn out to converse largely on 
the state of the funds, and on the news of the 
day. He should know the world, and what 
is doing in the world, and should give things 
of this nature their due place and proportion ; 
font if he can be drawn out to give twenty 
opinions on this or that subject of politics or 
literature, he is lowered in his tone. A man 
of sense feels something violent in the transi- 
tion from such conversation to the Bible and 
to Prayer. 

Dinner visits can seldom be rendered really 
profitable to the mind. The company are so 
mnch occupied, that little good is to be done. 
A minister should show his sense of the value 
of time : it is a sad thing when those around 
him begin to yawn. He must be a man of 
business. It is not sufficiently considered how 
great the sin of idleness is. We talk in the 

fmlpit of the value of time, but we act too 
ittle on what we say. 
Let a minister who declines associating 
, oych with his hearers, satisfy himseKxh^vxVv^ 
has a good reason for doing so. IC reipto^cAv- 
edforaot vishiag them so much as tXve'j V\s\\> 
Jet Aim have a just reason to ass\gn. Ktc^^^: 
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who is at work for his family, may have as 
much love for them as the wife, though she is 
always with them. 

I fell into a mistake, when a young man, 
in thinking that I could talk with men of the 
world on their own ground, and could thus 
win them over to mine. I was fond of paint- 
ing, and so talked with them on that subject. 
This pleased them : but I did not consider 
that 1 gave a consequence to their pursuits 
which does not belong to them ; whereas I 
ought to have endeavoured to raise them 
above these, that they might engage in higher. 
I did not see this at the time : but I now see 
it to have been a great error. A wealthy man 
builds a fine house, and opens to himself fine 
prospects : he wants you to see them, for he 
is sick of them himself. They thus draw you 
into their schemes. A man has got ten thou- 
sand pounds : you congratulate him on it, 
and that without any intimation of his danger 
or his responsibility. Now you may tell him 
in the pulpit that riches are nothing worth ; 
but you will tell him this in vain, while you 
tell him out of it that they are. 

Lord Chesterfield says a man's character is 
degraded when he is to be had, A minister 
oiidit never to be had. 



r 

A MINISTER'S 

ENCOUKAeilTG 

ANIMADVERSION ON HIMSELF. 

'; It is a serious inquiry for a Minister how far 

I he should encouraee animadversion on himself 
in his hearers. He will encounter many ig- 

: norant and many censorious remarks, but he 
may gain much on the whole. 

He should lay down to himself a few prin- 
ciples. 

It is better that a Minister smart them mis- 
take. It is better that a traveller meet a surly, 
impertinent fellow to direct him in his way, 
than lose his way. A Minister is so impor- 
tant in bis office, that, whatever others think 

j of it, he should regard this and this only 
as the transaction for eternity. But a man 
may be labouring in the fire : he may be 
turning the world upside down, and yet be 
wrong. You say he must read his Bible. 
True ! but he must use all means. He must 
build his usefulness on this principle — if by 
any means. If the wheel hitches, let him, by 
any means, discover where it hitches. This 
principle is to be worked continually in hi^ 
mind. He must labour to keep it w^ XQ ^ 
£ne, keen edge. Let him never beVwv^ iXw 
his view of himself is sufficient. K iaetda»x 
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sailing in quest of gain, is so intent on his 
object that he will take a hint from any man. 
If we had all the meaning to which we pre- 
tend in our pursuits, we should feel and act 
like him. 

A minister must lay it down also as a prin- 
ciple, that he will never sufficiently understand 
his own pride and self-love; and that confidence 
in his own sense, which cleaves closely to every 
man. He must consider this as the general 
malady. Man is blind and obstinate — ^poor 
and proud. This silly creature, through ig- 
norance of this principle, will not only not 
hear a vulgar hearer, who animadverts on him ; 
but he will scarcely listen to a superior man 
among his hearers. He attends to such a one, 
because it would be indecent not to attend. 
But he finds some excuse for himself in his 
own bosom. He reverences what is said very 
little, if at all. He strokes and flatters him- 
self, and makes up the affair very well in his 
own mind. 

A Minister should consider how mvxh more 
easily a weak man can read a wise man, than 
a wise man can read himself: and that for this 
reason — no man can see and hear himself. 
He is too much formed in his own habits — 
his family notions — his closet notions — to de- 
tect himself. He, who stands by and sees a 
game played, has vast advantages over the 
players. Besides, preachers err systemati- 
cally — learnedly — scientifically. The simple 
hearer bns an appeal to uatwre \\i \\\% Vv^^xt. 
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He can often feel that his Minister is wrong, 
when he is not able to set him right. Dr. 
Manton, no doubt, thought he had preached 
well, and as became him, before the Lord 
M^yor; but he felt himself reproved and in- 
stracted, when a poor man pulled him by the 
sleeve, and told him he had understood noth- 
ing of his sermon: there was an appeal in this 
poor man's breast to nature: nature could 
not make anything of the Doctor's learning. 
When Apelles took his stand behind his pic- 
ture, he was a wise man : and he was a wise 
man too, when he altered the shoe on the hint 
of the cobler : the cobler, in his place, was 
to be heard. 

A minister should consider, too, that few 
wiU venture to speak to a public man. It is a 
rare thing to hear a man say — " Upon my 
word that thing, or your general manner, is 
defective or improper." If a wise man says 
this, he shows a regard, which the united stock 
of five hundred flatterers will not equal. I 
would set down half the blunders of Minis- 
ters to their not listening to animadversion. 
I have heard it said — for the men, who would 
animadvert on us, talk among themselves, 

if we refuse to let them talk to us ^I have 

heard it said, " Why don't you talk to him?" 
— "Why don't I talk to him! because he will 
not hear !" 

Let him consider, moreover, that this aver- 
sion from reproof is not vnse. This is a symp- 
tom of the disease. Why should he want 
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this bttshuiff up 6f the disorder i This 19 a 
mark of a uttle mind. A great man tan a& 
ford to Ipse.: a Kttle insi^ifii:ant fejiloir is 
afraid of tMsing saqffed ont.- ' . * 

A Minister naiifrtakf;a who should rcfbie'ta 
read any aaoaymout letter. He msiji^'M^ 
haps, see nothingiu theni- the first date; ni^g 
let ^im read themsagaiik and ^agaitt»; fi ^SSii 
writer ndset his sApefStmcturei prohald^^fNi 
a slight bask; yfit ther^is' geadralijir^WiM 
sort of oceasioD» .. If be pqiaUtrnt^hmllL 
small «rror, yetAaiiM worth deteetiMFi /V>' 

In the prefent haUts oilmen, Itit so.aiflj|Oiit 
to get them to tell the naked- tmtl^- ^IM£ m 
Minister jhoold show a.dispoi^tion tobe coi^ 
rected: be shcmld show himself to ,fae-aettn- 
ble of the want, of it. He is not to encour- 
age idle people : that could be productive of 
no possible good. 

These are some of the reasons for a Min- 
ister's encouragement, in a judicious manner, 
of animadversion on himself in his hearers. 

Sometimes, however, a man will come who 
appears to be an impertinent man, independ* 
ently of what he has to remark — a man who 
is evidently disposed to be troublesome. Such 
a man came to me with — ^' Sir, you said such 
a thing that seemed to lean to the doctrine of 
universal redemption. Pray, Sir, may 1 
speak a little with you on that subject?" 
The manner of the man at once marked his 
character. He seemed \o \it\w% 'w'wSDk Vsim 
this kind of sentiment — ^^ VW ^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^'^^ 
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man right. I'll call that man to account." 
It was a sort of democratic insolence of 
mind. Instead of answering him as he ex- 
pected, I treated him as a child. I turned 
It into an occasion of preaching a sermon to 
him :— ^' Sir, do you come to instruct me, 
or to be instructed? Before we enter on 
a question which has exercised the greatest 
men, we want a preparedness of mind : want 
a deep humility — a teachableness — a spirit of 
dependence — of which you seem to me to 
have but little." 

On the other hand, a man may come, quite 
as ignorant as the other, yet a simple charac- 
ter. I have distressed him. Though he can- 
not, perhaps, be made to understand what he 
inquires about — yet a Minister should say to 
himself, "Have I puzzled him? He is wound- 
ed, and he comes for help." 

A minister should remember that he is not 
always to act and speak authoritatively. He 
sits on his friend's chair, and his friend says 
his things to him with frankness. They 
may want, perhaps, a little decorum ; but he 
should receive them in the most friendly and 
good-humoured way in the world. A thing 
strikes this man and that man : he may de- 
pend on it, that it has some foundation. 

But there are persons, whom a Minister 

should more than encourage to animadvert 

on him. He should employ them. He should 

explain himself to them. He does \io\. tcv^t^- 

ly want an account of his seTraoi\,V>wX\i^ ««va- 
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ploys them oi barioeBl. T6 snefa . aendble 
persons, be will say — " What wnonsjHd^ 
meat do yoD form of my prea<^ing ? Do-tol 
me whw sort cif nvMi I wn." ''■ " 

A Mimster has to treat with another sort 
of hearen — uncaudid inen, and yet men of 
capacity^ a sort of men, who are not now 

E leased, and then displeased. They spy a 
lot erery where. He is likely to make a 
tniatake with regard to such men : — " What 
flignifiei'tiie opioiou of that mani* That mas 
can oerer be pleased." True ! that man can- 
not. be ft^ased, but it does not follow that 
be telb yiiu no truth. In treating with suck 
a'mas, be should say — " His edge may be 
too bDen, for candour and sound judgment; 
yetj if it lays open to me what I could not 
otherwise see, let me improve by its keennett. 
What hart can he do me.'' He may damp or 
irritate othera, by talking thus to them ; but, 
let me learn what is to be learnt from himi'* 
Such a man lifts a Minister from his stand- 
ing, where 'he settles down too easily end 
firmly. If I know a man to be of tins classt 
i will distinguish : " This is the man : bat 
that is myself!" If I would write a hook to 
stand the fire, let me find out the severest 
censor.. My friend is but half the man : there 
is a Gonsentaneousness of sentiment between 
lis : we have fallen in together, till we scarce* 
ly know how to difiiir from each other. Let 
the man come who says — "Here I can dis- 
cover yon to ^oarself; and there!" The best 
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hints perhaps are obtained from snarling peo- 
' pie. Medicaments make the patient smart, 
bat they heal. 

Tet a minister must not take this in the 
gross. He is not to invite rode men round 
his door. If he suffer his hearers to treat him 
irreverently — if he allow them to dispute with 
him on every occasion — he will bring ruin on 
the Church. The priesVa lips must keep know- 
ledge. If a parent allow his children to ques- 
tion every thing, so that nothing is to be set- 
ded without a hundred proofs, they will soon 
despise their teacher, for they will think them- 
selves able to teach him. The minister must 
have decided superiority and authority, or he 
will want one of the principal qualities of his 
ministry. This is not inconsistent with re- 
ceiving hints. He may mistake in some 
things : but he should mark the complexion 
of his congregation in deciding how far they 
are to be heard on his mistakes. If the peo- 
I pie are heady, forward, confident in their own 
sense, they are never to be encouraged. They 
are gone too far. 



/ 




OV THE XBAKS OV 

PROMOTING A SPIRIT OF DEVOTION 

IN CONGREGATIONS. 

Let us ask, '^ What is man f " He is a crea- 
ture of feeling, as well as of intellect. We 
must interest him as we can. It is unphilo- 
sophical to depend on the mere statement of 
truth. No doubt there is a contrary error : 
for what is the end of exciting attention, if 
there is nothing deserving attention f 

It is of the first importance, to put meaning 
into every part of the service. In either ex- 
treme, of appealing to the understanding or 
feelings, there may be no meaning : in a dull 
and lifeless preacher, ttiere is no meaning; 
and, in one of a contrary character, there may 
be nothing worthy of the name. 

There is, besides, too little attention^ in 
many churches, to man as man, I would 
consult his convenience in all lawful points. 
If he could sit easier on cushions, he should 
have cushions. I would not tell him to be 
warm in God's service, while I leave him to 
shiver with cold. No door should creak : no 
window should rattle. 

Music has an important effect on devotion. 
Wherever fantastical music enters, it betrays 
a corrupt principle. A congregation cannot 
enter into it ; or, if it does, it cannot be a 
Christian congregation. Wherever there is 
an attempt to set off the music in the service. 



I 
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aiDd the attempt is apparent, it is the first step 
towards carnality. Though there is too little 
life in the style of music adopted among the 
Moravians, yet the simplicity of Christianity 
pervades their devotion. 

Order is important. Some persons, by 
coming in when they please, propagate a 
loose habit of mind. For man is a sympa- 
thetic creature ; and what he sees others ne- 
glect, he is in danger of growing negligent 
in himself. If the reader goes through the 
service as though tlie great business for which 
they are assembled is not yet begun, the peo- 
ple will soon feel thus themselves. 

The minister should take occasion fre^ 
quentiy to impress on the people the import- 
ance of the work in which they are engaged. 
It is not enough to take it for granted that 
they feel this. We must take nothing for 
granted. Man needs to be reminded of every 
thing, for he soon forgets every thing. 

Monotony roust be, above all things, avoid- 
ed. The mind is vagrant : monotony cannot 
recall it. There may be continued vehemence, 
while the attention is not excited : it is dis- 
turbance and noise : there is nothing to lead 
the mind into a useful train of thought or 
feeling. 

There is an opposite error to vehemence. 
Men of sense and literature depress devotion 
by treating things abstractedly. Simplicity, 
with good sense, is of unspeakable value. 
Religion must not be rendered ^b^Ve^^x. "dXi^ 

6* 
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carious. If a carious remark presents itself, 

reserve it for another place. The hearer gets 

away from the bustle and business of the week : 

he comes trembling under his fears : be would 

mount upward in his spirit : but a curionsi 

etymological disquisition chills and repels 

him. 

In truth, we should be men of bosioest in 

i our congregations. We should endeavour 

; both to excite and instruct our hearers. We 

should render the service an interesting a&ir 

'. in all its parts. We should rouse men : wf 

\ should bind np thehrokmrhearttd : we stodd 

j comfort the feebU'^inded : we should 'tupaiM 

j the weak : we should beeome aU thi$ig$ to ** 

men J if by any means we may save some. 



OV TRK 

HARRIAGE^ l/ 

OP 

CHRISTIAN MINISTERS. 

It seems to roe, that many men do not give 
safficient weight to our Lord's observations 

rn those who made themselves Eunuchs for 
Kingdom of Heaven's sake j nor to St. Paul's 
reasoning on the subject of marriage. I would 
only imply, that both our Lord and the apos- 
tle seem to establish it as a principle, that a 
single state, when it can be chosen and is 
chosen for the sake of the Gospel, is the su- 
perior state. This, I fear, is too much for 
gotten ; and those men, who might have re< 
eeived the sayings and have done more service 
to the Church of (rod by receiving it, have 
given it little or no weight in their delibera- 
tions. 

And yet it ought to be considered, that the 
very character which would best fit men for 
living in a single state, would abstract them 
too much from the feelings and wants of their 
people. I am fully sensible that I should have 
been hardened against the distresses of my 
bearers, if I had not been reduced from my 
natural stoicism by domestic sufierings. 

The cases, I allow, are extremely few, in 
which a man may do, on the whole, more 
^rvice to the church by imitating St« F^ 
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than fay marrying : yet there arc such cases ; 
and it behoves every minister seriously to con- 
sider himself and bis situation, before be de- 
termines on marriage. He should not regard 
this state as indispensably necessary to him, 
but should always remember, that caieris pa- 
ribus, he, who remains single, is most worthy 
of honour. 

But, when it is proper that a minister 
should marry, and he has determined to do 
it, how few select such women as suit their 
high and holy character ! A minister is like 
a man who has undertaken to traverse the 
world. He has not only fair and pleasant 
ground to travel over, but be must encounter 
deserts and marshes and mountains. The 
traveller wants a firm and steady stay. His 
wife should be, above all things, a woman of 
faith and prayer — a woman, too, of a sound 
mind and of a tender heart — and one who 
will account it her glory to lay herself out in 
eo-operating with her husband, by meeting 
his wants and soothing his cares. She should 
be his unfailing resource, so far as he ought 
to seek this in the creature. Blessed is she, 
who is thus qualified and thus lives ! 

But, after all, the married minister, if he 
would live devotedly, must move in a deter- 
mined sphere. Whatever his wife may be, 
yet she is a woman — and if things are to go 
on well they must have two separate worlds. 
There may, indeed, be cases, when a man, 
with something of a soft and feminine cast 
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aboat bis mind, may be united to a woman 
of a mind so superior and cultivated, that he 
may choose to make it his plan that they 
shall move in the same world. In such rare 
cases it may be done with less inconvenience 
than in any other. But, even here, the high- 
est end is sacrificed to feeling. Every man, 
whatever be his natural disposition, who would 
urge his powers to the highest end, must be a 
man of solitary studies. Some uxorious men 
of considerable minds have moved so much 
in the women's world, that reflection, disqui- 
sition, and the energies of thought have been 
mined by the habit of indulging the lighter, 
softer, and more playful qualities. Such a 
man is, indeed, the idol of the female world; 
but he would rather deserve to be so, if he 
stood upon his own ground while he attempt- 
ed to meet their wants, instead of descending 
to mingle among them. 

God has put a diflerence between the sexes, 
but education and manners have put a still 
greater. They are designed to move in se- 
parate spheres, but occasionally to unite to- 
gether in order to soften and relieve each 
other. To attempt any subversion of God's 
design herein is being wiser than He who 
made us; and who has so established this 
atfair, that each sex has its separate and ap- 
propriate excellence — only to be attained by 
pursuing it in the order of nature. Thought 
IS or ought to be the characterizing feature of 
man, and Feeling that of the woman. 
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TO BElUINf 

Every man and uoiiian in the world hns an 
appropriate mind; and that, in proportion lo 
iheir strength of tboiight and feeling. Each 
has a way of their own — a habit — a system 
— a world — separated and solitary, in which 
no person on earth can have communion nidi 
them. Job says of God, He knowetk tk&way 
that ftakc; and, when the Christian iinds a 
want of competency in his bosom friend to 
understand and meet his wny, he turns witb 
an especial nearness aud familiarity of cod- 
fidence to God, who knoweth it iu all Ju 
coanectious and associations, its peculiarities 
and its imperfectious. 

I may be thought to speak harshly of the 
female character; but, whatever persuasic^ 
I have of its intended distinction from that 
ef man, I esteem a woman, who aims only to 
be what God designed lier to be, as honour- 
able as any man on earth. She stands not 
in the same order of excellence, but she is 
equally honourable. 

But women have made themselves, and 
weak men have contributed to. make them, 
what God never designed them to be. Let 
any thinking mari survey the female charac- 
ter as it now stands-r-oflen nervous, debilita- 
ted, and imaginative, and this superinduced 
chiefly by education and manners — and be 
will find it impossible that any great vigour 
of mind can be preserved or any high intel- 
lectual pursuits cultivated, so far as this cha- 
racter stands iu his way. 
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" Doing as others do," is the prevalent 
principle of the present female character, to 
whatever absurd, preposterous, masculine, or 
even wicked lengths it may lead. This is, 
so far as it avails with man or woman, the 
min, death, and grave of all that is noble, and 
virtuous, and praise worthy. 

A studious man, whose time is chiefly spent 
at home, and especially a Minister, ought not 
to have to meet the imaginary wants of his 
wife. The disorders of an imaginative mind 
are beyond calculation. He is not worthy 
the name of a husband, who will not, with 
delight, nurse his wife, with all possible ten- 
derness and love, through a real visitation 
however long; but he is ruined, if he falls 
upon a woman of a sickly fancy. It is scarce-N 
ly to be calculated what an influence the spi- 
rit of his wife will have on his own, and on 
all his ministerial aflairs. If she comes not 
up to the full standard, she will so far impede 
him, derange him, unsanctify him. 

If there is such a thing as good in this 
world, it is in the ministerial office. The af- 
fairs of this employment are the greatest in 
the world. In prosecuting these with a right 
spirit, the Minister keeps in motion a vast ma- 
chine; and, such are the incalculable coose- 
^; quences of his wife's character to him, that, if 
^. she assist him not in urging forward the ma- 
chine, she will hang as a dead weight upon 
its wheels. 
A woman may have a high taste : her yv?l« 
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toral temper may be peevirii andTretft 
may have ■ delicate aod fasUdioas miw 
may liHigf fpr every tfaingsbe sees. It 
enough that Ifae is, in reaKty, a pions w 
Her taste, ber mitid^ bar manncT*, mns 
'•^«(;onm and congniity to ber bnii 
oiTice and situation. She must bear 
crossed in her wishes for unsuitable. o1 
he will say, with firmnesB, "This ihalt i 
It is not enough, that it would gratify 
it is wrong. It is not enough, that it. 
I flagrantly sinful: it is improper, DUiOita 
our character and station.* Itit'notn 
fliat money wO^buy it, and 1 have gbtm 
it woald.be a culpable nw af-onr takt 
b not enon^ (bat yonrifiriend pmieewi 
a thinl;: we st8Qd,aod fall to onrowo B^ 



ON 

VISITING DEATH-BEDS. V 



I HAVE found it, in many cases, a difficult 
thing to deal with a Death^Bed. We are call- 
ed in to DeathrBeds of various kinds : — 

The True Pilgrim sends for us to set be- 
fore him the food on which he has fed through- 
out his journey. He has a keen appetite. 
He wants strength and vigour for the last ef- 
fort ; and, then, all is for ever well ! He is 
gone home, and is at rest ! 

Another man sends for us, because it is de- 
cent; or his friends importune him; or his con- 
science is alarmed : but he is ignorant of Sin 
and of Salvation : he is either indifferent about 
both, or he has made up his mind in his own 
way: he wants the Minister to confirm him 
in bis own views, and smooth over the wound. 
I have seen such men mad with rage, while 1 
have been beating down their refuges of lies, 
and setting forth to them their refuge. There 
is a wise and holy medium to be observed in 
treating such cases : '^ I am not come to daub 
you over with untempered mortar: I am not 
come to send you to the bar of God with a 
lie on your right-hand. But neither am I 
come to mortify you, to put you to uui\^c^%- 
sary pain, to embitter you, or to e^'a.'&^^\^\.^ 
yov." There is a kindness, affecVvow^V^w^e^ 

7 
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ness, meekness, and patience, which a Biaa'! 
feelings and conscience wiH condema bina 
while be opposes ! I have found it bl very e£ 
fectual method to begin wi^ nrynBlf ; it aw#« 
kens attention, conciliates. the mind, and kh 
sinnatesconviction < — ^^ Whatever ^tben-liyiA 
oJrthemselVeSy I stand condemned b^ri^Godi 
my heart is so deiperaidp wickedj that, if (k|d 
had not showed me in Jus Word a reniadj ip 
Jesus Christ, I should be»in despair.^ I-fpn 
only tell you what I am, and, what I JipM 
foimd. If you believe yours^^lves to' be ^pkpi 
God has told me J am and all men aro, -tMj 
I can tell you where apd bow-, to find M«|q| 
and Eternal Life: if you will not beUiiHIc 
that you are this sort oi ma|i,I havenotlMijg 
to offer you. I know of nothing else for man^ 
beside that which God has showed me." My 
descriptions of my own fallen nature have 
excited perfect astonishment : sometimes my 
patients have seemed scarcely able to credit 
me; but I have found that God has fastened, 
by this means, conviction on the conscience. 
In some cases, an indirect method of address- 
ing the conscience may apparently be, in 
truth, the most direct ; but we are to use this 
method wisely and sparingly. It seems to me 
to be one of the characteristics of the day, in 
the religious world, to err on this subject* 
We have found out a c»rcm^oi» way of ex* 
hibiting Truth. The plain, direct, simple 
exhibition of it is often abandoned, even where 
no circumstances justify and require a more 
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insinnating manner. There is Dexterity in- 
deed, and Address in this ; but too little of 
the simple Declaration of the testimony of Ood, 
which St. Panl opposes to excellency oj speech 
or ofwisdomy and to enticing words of man's 
ufisaom. We have done very little when we 
have merely persuaded men to think as we do. 
But we have to deal with a worse Death- 
Bed character, than with the man who op- 
poses the Truth. Some men assent to every 
thing, which we propose. They will even 
anticipate us. And yet we see that they mean 
nothing. I have often felt when with such 
persons: ^^ I would they could be brought to 
contradict and oppose ! That would lead to 
discussion. God might, peradventure, dash 
the stony heart in pieces. But this heart 
18 like water. The impression dies as fast as 
it is made." I have sought for such views 
as might rouse and stir up opposition. I 
have tried to irritate the torpid mind. But 
all in vain. I once visited a young Clergy- 
man of this character, who was seized with a 
dangerous illness at a Coffee-house in town, 
whither some business had brought him : the 
first time I saw him, we conversed very close- 
ly together ; and, in the prospect of Death 
he seemed solicitous to prepare for it. But 
I could make no sort of impression upon him : 
all I could possibly say met his entire appro- 
bation, though I saw his heart felt no interest 
in it. When I visited him a second time, the 
fear of death was gone; and, with it, all so- 
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iicitude about religion. He was still civil 
aud grateful, but he tried to parry off the 
busioess on which he knew I came. " I will 
show you, Sir, Eotne liltk things with which 
I have worn away the hours of my coufine- 
ment and solitude." He brought out a quan- 
tity of pretty and tasty drawings. 1 was at 
a loss how to express, with suitable force aud 
delicacy, the high sense I felt of his Indeco- 
i-itm antl Insipidity, and to leave a deep im- 
pression on his conscience — I rose, however, 
instantly — said my time was expired — wished 
him well, and withdrew. 

Sometimes, we have a painful part to act 
with sincere men, who have been carried loo 
much into ibe world. 1 was called in to visit 
such a man. " I find no comfort," he said. 
" God veils his face from me. Every thing 
round me is dark and uncertain." 1 did not 
dare to act the flatterer. I said — " Let us 
look faithfully into the state of things. I 
should have been surprised if you had not 
felt thus. I believe you to be sincere. Your 
state of feelings evinces your sincerity. Had 
1 found you exulting in God, 1 should have 
concluded that you were either deceived or a 
deceiver : for, while God acts in his usual 
order, how could you ezpect to feel oUierwise 
on the approach of death, than you do feel .'' 
Tou have driven hard after the world. Your 
spirit has been absorbed in its cares. Your 
sentiment — ^your conversation have been ia 
the spirit of the world. And have you any 
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reason to expect the response of conscience, 
and the clear evidence, which await the man 
who has walked and lived in close friendship 
with God? Ton know that what I say is true. 
His wife interrupted me, by assuring me that 
he had been an excellent man. '' Silence !^ 
said the dying penitent, " it is all true !" 

Soon after I came to St. John's, I was call- 
ed on to visit a dying lady, whom I saw many 
times before her death. I found that she had 
taken God for her portion and rest. She ap- 
proached him with the penitence of a sinner 
grateful for his provision of mercy in Christ. 
She told me she had found religion in her 
Common Prayer Book. She blessed God 
that she had '' always been kept steady to her 
Church ; and that she had never followed the 
people called Methodists, who were seducing 
so many on all sides." I thought it would 
be unadvisable to attempt the removal of 
prejudices, which, in her dying case, were 
harmless ; and which would soon be removed 
by the light which would beam in on her glo- 
rified soul. We had more interesting subjects 
of conversation, from which this would have 
led us away. Some persons may tax her 
with a want of charity: but, alas ! I fear they 
are persons, who, knowing more than she did 
of the doctrines of the Gospel, have so littFe 
of its divine charity in their hearts, that, as 
they cannot allow for her prejudices, neither 
would ihey have been the last to stigmatize 
her as a dead formalist and a pharisee. God 
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kuoweth them tliat are his; aud they are often 
seen by him, where we see ihem not. Were 
a benighted inhabitant of Otaheite to feel the 
wretchedness of his present life, and lift up his 
soul to the God he worshipped as a Supreme 
Bein^ for happiueES, no doubt God would 
hear such a prayer. 



MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS 

Oir THX 

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 

Evert book really worth a minister's study- 
ing, he ought, if possible, to have in his own 
library. I have used large libraries, but 1 
soon left them. Time was frittered away : 
my mind was unconcentrated. Besides, the _ 
babit which it begets of turning over a mul- 
titude of books, is a pernicious habit. And 
the usual contents of such libraries are inju- 
rious to a spiritual man, whose business it is 
to transact with men's minds. They have a 
dry, cold, deadening effect. It may suit dead 
men, to walk among the dead ; but send not 
a living man to be chilled among the ruins of 
Tadmor in the Wilderness ! 



Christianity is so great and surprising in 
its nature, that, in preaching it to others, I 
have no encouragement but the belief of a 
continued divine operation. It is no difficult 
thing to change a man's opinions. It is no 
difficult thing to attach a man to my person 
and notions. It is no difficult thing to con- 
vert a proud man to spiritual pride, or a pas- 
sionate man to passionate zeal for some reli- 
g'ous party. But, to bring a man to love 
od— to love the law of God, while it con- 
demns him — to loathe himself before God — 
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to tread the esirtb under his feet-^o hong 
aod thirst after (^od in Christ, and after 1 
mind that was in Christ— rwith man this 
impossible! But God has said it shall b^ dot 
aipd bids me go ibrth and preachy that by t 
as his instrameot, he may effect these m 
^s; and therefore I go.^^ Tetr«teob&g 
condniially to call my' miBd back to my pa 
ciples. ' I feel dingry, .perhaps, with a tfti 
because he will not' let. , me convert Inni : 
spite of aH I can say, be will sdll love--1 
worid. ' 



St. Pi.tfL adttonieb^s 'l^motby to Im^ 
lunrdnm 0$ a "good soldier €f jTetus t!kr\ 
It sometimes fiills tb the lot of a minister 
endare the hard labour of a Nurse, in 
greater measure than that of a Soldier, 
has to encounter the difSculties of a pecul 
situation : he is the Parent of a family 
children, of various tempers, manners, habi 
and prejudices : if he does not continua 
mortify himself, he will bear hardly up 
some of his children. He has, however, 
endure the hardness of calling his child — 
friend — to an account ; of being thought 
severe, jealous, legal man. If a man will 
matters take their chance, he may live smoo 
ly and quietly enough; but if he will i 
among the servants, and sift things to t 
bottom, he must bear the consequences, 
must account himself a Man of Strife. I 
language must be— -<<lt is not enough tl 
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feed me, or fill my pocket — there is 
ething between me and thee." The most 
ler and delicate of his flock have their 
ngs. His warmest and most zealous sftp- 
ters break down somewhere. A sun-shiny 

breeds most reptiles. It is not enough, 
efore, that the sun shines out in his church. 

not enough, that numbers shout applause. 
. minister may be placed in a discouraging 
ation. He may not suit the popular taste, 
may not be able to fall into the fashion- 
! style. He may not play well on an in- 
ment Though an efiective man, and a 
I of energy, he may be under a cloud. 
! door may be shut against him. Yet it 
dangerous thing for such a man to force 
1 the door. He should rather say — " I 
i a lesson to learn here. If I teach the 
die nothing, perhaps they may teach me." 
; work of Winter is to be done, as well as 
work of Summer. 

'be hardness which I have to endure is this 
[ere are a number of families, which show 
?very kind of regard. But I see that they 
not right. They somehow so combine 
things which they hear, with ihe things 
;h they do, that I am afraid they will at 
lie doion in sorrow ! Here is my difficulty, 
ist meet them with gentleness ; but I must 
ct and uncover the evil. I shall want real 
Iness and common honesty, if I do not. 
iram hath grey hairs : yet he knoweth it 
Ephraim is a cake not turned. But, if 
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I tell him these things, he ttd I sball'becMl 
two persDos. He mast however b^ so toiiciliSi 
in private ; for he will not be toncked far;tli 
pu^it He will say, ^< I am not the mttmi?^ 






A ifiiii9TB& mast luef viidsr lAi (dcZif, Ml 
hni^gititiiowhjwlijm. A N^^rhiarket^€h«d 
will sweat Inmself tbiii, that he msry be llt^A 
his office : H&w tftsy ifo d to obtaimti (c m^r ifjf i 

is jiiftt come from college. • ill^ teip 



refined, accurate, sensible mind. SbiftiM 
our friends wish to get him a station ^ Gil 
cutta. They ttnak him Jtbit adaptedf^ dIJ 
sphere. I differ widely in my vie# of Ih 

matter. A new man, with his college accij 
racy about him, is not the man for the diss! 
pated and fashionable court at CalcuftI 
Such a congregation will bid nothing for hi 
acuteness and reasoning. He, who is to tal 
to them with any effect, must have seen Hi 
and the world. He must be able to tref 
with tliem on their own ground. And fa 
must be able to do it with the authority of 
messenger from Grod, not with the arts, an 
shifts of human eloquence and reasoning 
Dr. Patten said admirably well, in a sermo 
which 1 heard him preach at Oxford : " Be 
ware how you suffer the infidel to draw yo 
upon metaphysical ground. If he get yo 
there, he will have something to say. Tfa 
evidences and the declarations of God's wor 
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are the weapons with which be must be coin- 
batted, and before which he must fall." 



London is very peculiar as a ministerial walk. 
Almost all a minister can do, is^ by the Pul- 
pit and the Pen. His hearers are so occupied 
in the world, that if he visit them, every 
' minote perhaps brings in some interruption. 

It is a serious question — Whether a minister 
ought to f reach at all beyond his experience. 
He is to stand forth as a witness — but a wit- 
ness of what he knows^ not what be has been 
tdd^ He must preach as he feels. If he feels 
not as he might and ought, he must pray for 
sucb feelings; but, till he has them, ought he 
to pretend to them ? Going faster than the 
< experience led, has been the bane of many. 
.{ Men have preached in certain terms and 
i\ phrases according to the tone given by others, 
; ; while the thing has never been made out even 
E to their conviction, much less in their experi- 
[t ence. 



I 



a It is a most important point of duty, in a 
d minister, to redeem time. A young minister 
T. has sometimes called an old one out of his 
in study, only to ask him how he did : there is 
?., a tone to be observed toward such an idler : 
mjan intimation may be given, which he will 
u understand, '* This is not the house !" In or- 
le ler to redeem time, he must refuse to engage 
b scSrnlar affairs : JVo Yuan, that viarretfi^ eu- 

/ 
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tangldh Umelf with the affairs of this lij 
that he may please him who hath chosen hi 
to be a soldier. He must watch, too, again 
a dozing away of time : the clocli-weigl 
goes dowD slowly, yet it draws all the wot 
with i[. 

OwER remarks, tliat it is not sufficiently coi 
sidered how much a minister's personal rel 
gion is exposed to danger, from the very cii 
cumsiance of religion being his professio 
and employment. He must go through ll 
acts of religion : he must put on tlie appea 
ances of religion : he must utter the langua^ 
and display the tellings of religion. It n 
quires double diligence and vi^lance, to mail 
lain, under such circumstances, the spirit i 
religion. 1 have prayed : I have talked : 
have preached : but now 1 should perish, a 
ler all, if I did not feed on the bread whic 
I have broken to others. 

A uiNiSTEH must cultivate a tender ipin 
If be does this so as to carry a savour an 
unction into his work, he will have far moi 
weight than other men. This is the result • 
a devotional habit. To afiect feeling is nai 
seous and soon delected : but to feel, is tl 
readiest way to the hearts of others. 

The leadinc deAct in Christian ministers 
want of a deooft'onai habU. The Cbarch i 
Home made much of this babit. The coi 
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tests accompanying and following the Refor- 
niation, with something of an indiscriminate 
enmity against some of the good of that 
Church as well as the evil, combined to re- 
press this spirit in the Protestant writings ; 
whereas the mind of Christ seems, in fact, to 
be the grand end of Christianity in its opera- 
tion upon man. 

There is a manifest want of spiritual influ- 
ence on the ministry of the present day. I 
feel it in my own case, and I see it in that of 
others. I am afraid that there is too much of 
a low, managing, contriving, manoeuvering 
temper of mind among us. We are laying 
ourselves out, more than is expedient, to meet 
one man's taste, and another man's preju- 
dices. The ministry is a, grand and holy 
affair; and it should find In us a simple habit 
of spirit, and a holy but humble indifference 
to all consequences. 

A MAN of the world will bear to hear me read 
in the desk that awful passage : Wide is the 
gate and broad is the way that leadeth to de-' 
struction; and many there be which go in there^ 
at: Because straight is the gate^ and narrow is 
the way which leadeth unto life : and few there 
be that find it. Nay, he will approve it: — 
" The Minister is in the desk : he is reading 
the lesson of the day." But this very man 
-^were I to go home with him, and tell him 
in his parlour that most of those whom he 

8 
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kaowB «Dd lorn are gamg on. in. iWt rMA.tQ ' 
elemai deBtracUeo—this very man would 
brand tlie wntiiBait as harsh and uncharita- - 
bte. TtuMUb uttered by Christ hin]Gelf,')t = 
is a declara|ion ai fanatical and uncandid, in 
the jadgmant.^ the world, as could be put 
tf^etber in' laogosge. 

Many faAuvn cannot enter into the reaaons 
of tbevCrOBB^ They adopt what 1 think is 
Biitler't grand defect on this subject. He 
speaks of the Cross as an appointinent of 
God, and thar^rn to be submitted to : but 
God has said macltin his word of the reasons 
of this uptuaiment: that he might bejuat, ani 
thejtmifi^ ^Atm Aot bdieveth. 

Seveku. things are required to enable a Hi< 
nister to altaia a proper variety in his man- 
ner. He most be in continual practice : if I 
were to preach but once a month, I should 
lose the ability of preacfaiog. He must know 
that bis hearers are attached to him — that 
they will grant hira indulgeucies and liberties. 
He must, in some measure, feel himself above 
his congregation. The presence of a certain 
brother chills me ; because I feel that I can 
talk on Doone subject in die pulpit, with which 
he is not far better acquainted than I am. 

The first duty of a Minuter, is, To call on 
his hearers to turn to the ttord. " We have 
much to speak to you upon. We have many 



"% _ 



OK THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRT. 87 

duties to urge on you. We have much instruc- 
tion to ^ve you — but all will be thrown away, 
till you have turned to the Lord." Let me 
illustrate this by a familiar confiparison. Tou 
see your child sinking in the water : his edu- 
cation lies near your heart: you are anxious 
to train him up so, that he may occupy well 
the post assigned to him in life. But, when 
you see him drowning, the first thoughts are 
—not bow you may educate him, but how 
you may save him. Restore him to life, and 
then call that life into action. 



A DISINTERESTED regard to Truth should 
be, what it very seldom is, the most striking 
character in a Christian Minister. His pur- 
pose should be to make proselytes to truth, 
and not to any thing which may be particular 
in his views of it. ^' R^d my books," says 
one. " No !" says another, " read mine." 
And thus religion is taken up by piece-meal ; 
and the mind is diverted from its true nature 
by false associations. If the teacher, whom 
this man has chosen for his oracle, disgrace 
religion by irreligious conduct, he stum- 
bles. He stumbles, because he has not been 
fixed upon the sole and immoveable basis of 
the religion of the Bible. The mind well in- 
structed in the Scriptures, can bear to see 
even in its spiritual father make shipwreck of 
the faith and scandalize the Gospel; but will 
remain itself unmoved. The man is in pos- 
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sessioo of a treasure, whichy if otBm ttpe ftfotk i 
ish enoagh to abaodon, yet they catioot'^d^ 
tract any thing from the value attached to 4ft- 
in his esteein. - ^ '■ **" ■ • vj^r. 

That a, BOniiiter may leaite b<hr towMg$^ 
his office^ let him stody the xhsiracfer, ■»»•. 
spirit, and the history of St« FanL ^ flj^'lifr 
and death were ope magnifyilng of Us olAeel' 
mark his oUect^-'-to. win souls !---!;to «iMiltf^ 
the will of Mod ! As the man rises ii| bia owil^ ; 
esteem, hb /office sinks; but, as l3im oni 
rises in his view, Ae^man fidls. He^mastHbe^, 
in constant hostility with bimsiel^ if tie iirddA» 
magnify his pffice. He nmst hoAd faiBnelJr.kf ' 
readiness to make sacrifices^ when t:aUedNo^> 
do so : he will not barter his office, like Ba*- 
laam ; but will refuse to sell his service, like 
Micaiah. Like Ezra and Nehemiah, he will 
refuse to come down from the great work 
which he has to do. He may be calumniated; 
but he will avoid hasty vindications of his 
character: it does not appear that Elisha sent 
after Naaman to vindicate himself from the 
falsehoods of Gehazi : there appears to me 
much true dignity in this conduct : I fear I 
should have wanted patience to act thus. 

Some young Ministers have been greatly in- 
jured, by taking up their creed from a sort 
of second or third rate writers. Toplady, 
perhaps, has said that he has found his preach- 
ing most successful, when it has turned on the 
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1 doctrine(i of Calvinism. A young man 
res Toplady, and adopts the same no- 
concerning his own ministry. But let 
urn to a master on the subject. He will 
uch a man as Traill handling the Sove- 
ty of God, and such high points of doc- 
with a holy and heavenly sweetness ; 
I, while it renders it almost impossible 
) receive his sentiments, leaves nothing 
e mind but a religious savour. 



grand aim of a Minister must be the ex- 
9n of gospel truth. Statesmen may fnake 
reatest blunders in the world, but that is 
is affair. Like a King's Messenger, he 
not stop to take care of a person fallen 
: if he can render any kindness consist- 
with his duty, he will do it; if not, he 
irefer his office. 



method of preaching is not that by which 
itianity was propagated : yet the genius 
hristianity is not changed. There was 
ng in the primitive method set or formal, 
primitive Bishop stood up, and read the 
el, or some other portion of Scripture, 
pressed on the hearers, with great ear- 
ess and affection, a few plain and forci- 
-uths evidently resulting from that por- 
>f the Divine Word: we take a text, and 

an oration. Edification was then the 
t of both speaker and hearers; and, 

this continues to be the object, no bet- 

8* 
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ter method oan be taoai. Aij|trable^ farji^. 
tory, or passage of Scnptare^' thiu iUmtr^lted. 
and eDforced, is the beslipiathod ofJntrodoG- 
ing tnidi to any pTO|4e Who are ignoriiBlf'Qf 
it, and of settfog it bomevith power -eii tftaar' 
who knew it ; and not form^ doctiiiii4^«r*- 
giHiieiitatrve. diftcomet* Truth ajgd iywjiirtiy . 
are the soul of ab cfficaci6iu'Mioutry« • ; ■ 
Thee Paritans^'were stttl &rtlier feiMjqpd 
from ^ primiUve method of prcfacfaiqgfivdicgr 
would preach fifteen or flatted Hj^rmiMit on a; 
test. A primitive Bimo^woiilfl hm^ JMidj! 
shocked wiidi onieiof oar S^riiioiis;^ ^ndy^veK 
is oar taite«^ we ahooM be, shocked with. Uib 
Theybrenglit jforwvd .ScripniinB r^^ 
forward our tftatements. They directed m 
their observations to throw light on Scrip- 
ture : we quote Scripture to throw light . on 
our observations. More faith and more grace 
would make us better preachers, for out of 
the abundance of ike heart the mouth speakeih 
Chrysostom's was the right method. Leigh- 
ton's Lectures on Peter approach very near 
to this method. 



In acting on matter, the art of man is mighty. 
The steam-engine is a mighty machine. But, 
in religion, the art of man is mere feebleness. 
The armour of Saul is armour in the camp 
of the Israelites, or in the camp of the Philis- 
tines — but we want the sling and the stone. 
I honour metaphysicians, logicians, critics, 
and historians — in their places. Look at 



ON THE CHRISTIAN ^HNISTRY. 91 

&cU. Men, who lay out their strength in 
statements, preach churches empty. Few 
men have a wisdom so large, as to see that 
the way which they cannot attain may yet be 
the best way. I dare not tell most academi- 
cal, logical, frigid men how little I account 
of their opinion, concerning the true method 
of preaching to the popular ear. I hear 
them talk, as utterly incompetent judges. 
Such men would have said St. Paul was fit 
only for the Tabernacle. What he would 
have said they were fit for, I cannot tell. They 
are often great men — first-rate men — un- 
equalled men — in their class and sphere — but 
it is not iheir sphere to manage the world. 

If a minister could work miracles, he would 
do little more than interest the curiosity of 

men " I want to eat, and I want to drink, 

and I do it. I get on with difficulty enough, 
as things are ; and you talk about treating 
with heaven ! I know nothing of the matter, 
and I want no such thing" — This is the lan- 
guage of man's heart. A future thing ! An 
ind^nitely future thing ! No ! if a man could 
even authoritatively declare, that the Day of 
Judgment would be this day seven years, he 
would have little influence on mankind. Very 
few would be driven from the play-house — 
very few from the gaming table — very few 
from the brothel. — ^The din on 'Change would 
be very little diminished. I frequently look 
back on the early periods of my life, and 
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imagifie myaelf trcbtiug with such a clitii-ac- 
ter as I know I (ben was. I say to myself, 
" Wbafr DOW can I possibly say, tliat will af- 
fect and interest tout young tellow o( eigb- 
teen?" 

Some Chri^n ministers fail in tlieir effect 
on tfaeir bt»rera, hy not entering as pliiloso- 
phers-iiito tbe slate of human nature. They 
do i)ot coastder ifow low the patieut is re- 
duced — that he is, to be treated more as a 
child-T-tfaat faeil'^to have milk administered 
to bimr iostfead of strong meat. They set 
themselves to; plant principles and prove. 
points^ frh^. they Kbould labonr to interest 
the heart; Bat, idler all, men will carry their 
natural character into their ministry. If a 
man has a dry, logical, scholastic tarn of 
mind, we shall rarely find him an interestiag 
preacher. One in a thousand may meet him, 
but not more. 

The Chnstian will sometimes be brought to 
walk in a solitary path. God seems to cat 
nway his props, thai he may reduce him to 
Himself. His religion is to be felt as a per? 
sonal, particular, appropriate possession. He 
is to feel, that, as there is but one Jehovah to 
bless, so there seems to him as though there 
was but one penitent in the universe to be 
blessed by Him. Mary Magdalene at tbe 
Sepulchre was brought to this state. She 
might have said, "I know not where Peter is ; 
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he is gone away — ^perhaps into the world — 
perhaps to weep over his fall. I know not 
where John is. What are the feelings and 
states of my brethren, I know not. I am 
left here alone. No one accompanies and 
strengthens me. But, if none other will seek 
my Lord, yet will 1 seek him !" There is a 
commanding energy in religious sympathy. 
A minister, for example, while his preaching 
seems ejflfective, and Jtfe and feeling show 
themselves around hH; moves on with ease 
and pleasure. But there is much of the man 
here. If God change the scene — if discour- 
agement meet him — if he seem to be laid by, 
in any measure, as an instrument — if the love 
of his hearers to his person and ministry de- 
cay — this is a severe trial : yet most of us 
need this trial, that we may be reduced sim- 
ply to God, and may feel that the whole af- 
fair is between Him and ourselves. A dead 
fish will swim with the stream, whatever be 
its direction : but a living one will not only 
resist the stream ; but, if he chooses, it can 
swim against it. The soul, that lives from 
God, will seek God, and follow God — more 
easily and pleasantly, indeed, if the stream 
flow towards the point whither God leads ; 
but, still, it will follow God as its sole rest 
and centre, though the stream of men and 
opinions would hurry it away from Him. 

Gbavity is, doubtless, obligatory on minis- 
ters. The apostle connects it with sluc^x\\.^. 
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Yet it nmst bie natiural-— not afl^ed. Soim 
men givts every thing in an oraciilair stg^b i 
this looks like aflGsctation^. and 'will disgiuu 
others: t|iey iirfU attribute it lo rdigiioii : bvl 
this is not a' sanctified grilvity. Other 
are^always d&^osed to tevity : nottbal» 
of original fwcy^ is to^ bd coiMieauied|^;A| 
thinkifl^ io-his own wajr^sbnt the.miniiilifj 
nnist consider that bicff ia ^ inan. of a cooM 



crated charatter : if J|||iQnld not be ^&mk 

Jlpitions 



to Uniself to make flBitio^ fironi:li^il^*il 
gravity, it wiH be dillcidt tO: carry ;0twi||i 
with him theiein. Who hai ndtfelt^ iffipj 
bring&hiAiitto a trying" ntnatiQn^'ifr.Tfht|p 
he sees that ;ii>isratt airibl thing' (o-snlftt^ 
to die, that Gravity is then natural? eveM 
thing else is offensive! That, too, is evij^ 
which lets down the tone of a company: wbei 
a minister loses bis gravity, the company 'wiO 
take liberties with him. Tet, with a right 
principle, we must not play the fool. Gra* 
vity must be natural and simple. There must 
be urbanity and tenderness in it. A man 
must not formalize on every thing. He, who 
formalizes on every thing, is a fbol ; and a 
grave fool is perhaps more injurious than a 
light fool. 

Wk are called to build a spiritual bouse. One 
workman is not to busy himself in telling 
another his duty. We are placed in different 
circumstances, with various talents : and each 
/> called to do what he can. Two men, 
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( equally accepted of God, may be exceedingly 
distinct in the account which they will give of 
their employ. 

A REGULAR clergyman can do no more in the 
discharge of his duty, than our Church re- 
quires of him. He may fall far short of her 
requirements ; but he cannot exceed, by the 
most devoted life, the duties which she has 
prescribed. What man on earth is so perni- 
cious a drone, as an idle Clergyman ! — a man, 
engaged in the most serious profession in the 
world: who rises to eat, and drink, and lounge, 
and trifle ; and goes to bed ; and then rises 
again, to do the same ! Our office is the most 
laborious in the world. The mind must be 
always on the stretch, to acquire wisdom and 
grace, and to communicate them to all who 
come near. It is well, indeed, when a cler- 
gyman of genius and learning devotes him- 
self to the publication of classics and works 
^^1 of literature, if he cannot be prevailed on to 
^\ turn bis genius and learning to a more im- 
K) portant end. Enter into this kind of society 
*; ^what do you hear ? — " Have you seen the 
>! new edition of Sophocles ?" — " No ! is a new 

: edition of Sophocles undertaken V^ and 

i this makes up the conversation, and these are 
^', the ends, of men who, by profession, should 
8r win souls ! I received a most useful hint from 
>l Dr. Bacon, then Father of the University, 
iij when I was at College. I used frequently to 
i-j visit him at his Living, near Oxford*. Vv^ 



verse with tlie people, that lie may 
their words and phrases. 

It sometimes pleases God to disqual 
isters for their work, before be takes 
their reward. Where he gives them 
to perceive thia, and grace to acquies 
dispensation — such a close of an hoi 
life, where the desire to be publicly us 
vives tiie power, is a loud omm to al 
labours. 
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INFIDELITY AND POPERY. 

Infidel writiogs are ultimately productive ol' 
little or no danger to the Church of God. 
Nay, we are less at a loss in judging of the 
wisdom of Providence in permitting them, 
than we are in judging of many other of its 
designs. They may shake the simple, hun)- 
ble, spiritual mind; but they are, in the end, 
the means of enlightening and settling it. 

There are but two sorts of people in tlie 
world. Some walk hy the light of the Lord ; 
and all others lie in the wicked one^ in dark- 
Wis, and in the shadow of death. Where there 
is not an enlightened, simple, humble, spiritual 
mind, notions and opinions are of little con- 
sequence. The impudent and refuted misrep- 
resentations of Infidels may turn a dark mind 
to some other notions and way of thinking ; 
but it is in the dark still. Till a man sees by 
ihtlight of the Lord^ every change of opinions 
is only putting a new dress on a dead car- 

I case, and calling it alive. 

I The grace of God must give simplicity. 
Wherever that is, it is a security against dan- 

' gerons error: wherever it is not, erroneous 
opinions may perhaps less predispose the mind 
against the truth of God in its lively power 
on the soul, than true notions destitute of all 
life and influence do. 
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Yet the writings or infidels must be read 
with caution and fear. There are cold, intel- 
lectual, speculative, malignant foes to Christi- 
anity. I dare not tamper with such, when 1 
am in my right mind. I have received seri- 
ous injury, for a time, even when my duty 
has called me to read what they have to say. 
The daring impiety of Belsham's answer to 
Wilberforce ruffled the calm of my spirit. I 
read it over while at Bath in the Autumn of 
1798. I waked in pain, about 2 o'clock id 
the morning. I tried to cheer myself by nn 
exercise of faith on Jesus Christ. I lifted up 
my heart to Him, as sympathising with me, 
and engaged to support me. Many times 
have I thus obtained quiet and repose : but 
now I conld lay no hold on him : I had given 
the enemy an advantage over me: my habil 
bad imbibed poison: my nerves trembled: 
my strength was gone ! — " Jesus Christ sym- 
pathize with you, and relieve you! It is all 
enthusiasm ! It is Idolatry ! Jesus Christ has 
preached his sermons, and done his duty, and 
is gone to heaven ! And there he is, as other 
good men are! Address your prayers to the 
Supreme Being !" — 1 obtain relief in such 
cases, by dismissing from my thoughts all 
that enemies or friends can say. I will have 
noihing to do with Belsham or with Wilber- 
force. I come to Christ Himself, 1 hear 
what He says. I turn over the Gospels. 1 
read his conversations. I dwell especially on 
his farefrell discourses with his disciples, in 
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t. John's Gospel. If there be meaning in 
ords, and if Christ were not a deceiver or 
eceived, the reality of the Christian's life, in 
lim and from Him by faith, is written there 
s with a sun-beam. 

This temptation besets me to this day, and 
know not that I have any other which is so 
articular in its attacks upon me. I am some- 
mes restless in bed ; and, when I find myself 
9, 1 generally think that the parenthesis can- 
ot be so well employed as in prayer. While 
ly mind is thus ascending to Christ and com- 
loning with him, it often comes across me — 
' What a fool art thou to imagine these men- 
d effusions can be known to any other Being! 
^hat a senseless enthusiast to imagine that 
be man who was nailed to a cross can have 
ny knowledge of these secrets of thy soul !" 
)n one of these occasions it struck me with 
;reat and commanding evidence — "Why 
night not St. John, in the Isle of Patmos — 
mprisoned perhaps in a cave — why might 
lot he have said so? Why might not he have 
loubted whether Christ the crucified could 
lave knowledge of his feelings, when he ivas 
n the Spirit on the Lord's day ? He had no 
loubt communion with Christ in the Spirit, 
»efore he had those palpable evidences of his 
presence which immediately followed." 
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government with whic li God has been pleased 
to rule the world. Where there is a moral 
indisposition, where men are inclined to be 
deceived, where they are waiting as it were 
for a leader — there he sends such men or such 
writings, as harden them in their impiety: 
while a teachable and humble mind will dis- 
cern the true character of such men or wri- 
tings, and escape the danger. 

1 cao conceive a character much more per- 
nicious in its influence, than the daring and 
impudent Infidel. A man — in the eslimalion 
of all the world modest, amiable, benevolent 
— who should, with deep concern, lament the 
obligation under which he feels himself to 
depart from the religion of Europe, the reli- 
gion of bis Country, the religion of liis Fami- 
ly ; and should profess his unfeigned desire to 
find this religion true, but that he cannot pos- 
sibly bring his mind to believe it, and that for 
such and such reasons : when he should thus 
introduce all the strongest points that can be 
urged on the subject. 

But God governs the world. It is not in 
his design to permit such men to arise. The 
Infidel has always had something about him, 
which has ascertained his obliquity to the eye, 
that has not been dimmed by die moral indis- 
position of the heart. 



The tow and scurrilous writers against Reve- 
lation carry their own condemnation with 
They are like an ill-looking fellow, 
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comes into a court of justice to give 
Dce, but carries the aspect, on the first 
:e, of a Town-Bully, ready to swear what- 
sball be suggested to him. 

CE has painted the spirit of Democracy 
i life. I have fallen m with some demo- 
who knew nothing of me. They have 
subjects of great curiosity, when I could 
t the horrid display of Sin that was be- 
ne. I saw a malignant eye — a ferocity 
intensity of mind on their point. View- 
its temper and tendencies. Jacobinism 
ivilism — Belialism. It takes the yoke 
id and man — puts it on the ground — 
tamps on it. Every man is called out 
exertion against it. It is an inveterate, 
;nant, blaspheming, atheistical, fierce 
It seems a toss-up with these men, 
ler Satan himself shall govern the world, 
e such men, I say not a word. Our 
ir has commanded us not to cast pearls 
' swine. I am vastly delighted with 
cter — true and original character : but 
; an awful and ajflfecting display of it. 

Church has endured a Pagan and a 
{ persecution. There remains for her 
/iac/ persecution — general, bitter, puri- 
, cementing. 

perhaps, impossible, in the very nature 
Qgs, that such another scheme as Pope- 
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ry could be invented. It is, in Irulii, llit 
Mystery of Iniquity : tliat it should be able 
to work iuelf into the simple, grand, sublime, 
holy institution of Christianity ; and so to 
intenveave its abomination with the trutb, as 
to occupy the strougest passions of the soul, 
and to control the strongest understandings I 
While Pascal can speak of Popery as he does, 
its influence over the mass of the people can 
excite no surprise. Those two master prin- 
ciples — That we must believe as ihe Churcb 
ordains, and That there is no salvation out of 
this Church — oppose, in the ignorance and 
fear which they beget, an almost Insuperable 
barrier against the truth. 

I BAVE not such expectations of a Millennium 
as raauy entertain : yet I believe that the 
figures and expressions of prophocy have 
never received their accomplisbment. They 
arc too grand and ample, to have been fnl- 
fdled by any state, which the Church has 
hitherto seen. Cliristiaaity has yet had no 
face suitable to its dignity. It has savoured 
hitherto too much of man — of his institutions 
— of bis prejudices — of his follies — of his sin. 
]t must be drawD out — depicted — exhibited — 
demonstrated to the world. Its chief enemies 
have been the men by whom, under the pro- 
fession of Hail, Master ! it has been distorted, 
abused, and vilified. 

Popery was the niaster-piecf of Satan. I 
believe huii.MUf^i'Jy- incapable of such alitor 
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contrivaDce. It was a systematic and infalli- 
ble plan, for forming manacles and mufflers 
for the haman mind. It was a well-laid de- 
sign to render Christianity contemptible, by 
the abase of its principles and its institu- 
tions. It was formed to overwhelm — to en- 
chant — ^to sit as the great Whore, making the 
Earth drunk with her fornications. 

The Infidel Conspiracy approaches nearest 
to Popery. But Infidelity is a suicide. It 
dies by its own malignity. It is known and 
read of all men. No man was ever injured 
essentially by it, who was fortified with a small 
portion of the genuine spirit of Christianity — 
Its contrition and its docility. Nor is it one in 
its efforts : its end is one ; but its means are 
disjointed, various, and often clashing. Pope- 
ry debases and alloys Christianity ; but Infi- 
delity is a furnace, wherein it is purified and 
refined. The injuries done to it by Popery, 
will be repaired by the very attacks of Infi- 
delity. 

In the mean time, Christianity wears an 
enchanting form to all, who can penetrate 
through the mists thrown round it by its false 
friends and its avowed foes. The exiled 
French Priest raises the pity and indignation 
of all Christians, while he describes the infer- 
nal plots of the Infidel Conspirators against 
Christianity, and shows them in successful 
operation against his Church.* We seem, 

* Alloding to Baimers Memoirs of Jacobinism. J. P. 



106 

for a wh'ilc) to forget her errors; aQ 
vievr her for the moraeDt, onl; so far i 
possesses Christiaaity in common witb 
selves. But, when he charges the ori| 
this Infidel Conspiracy on the principtf 
seited by the Waldeoses or the Chaf 
Geneva, the enchantment dissolves. M 
that he is under the influence of a so[J 
by which, having imposed upon himsc 
would impose upon others. With him, ( 
tiauity and his Church mean one atf 
same thing. A separation from his G|| 
Is. a separation from Christianity; an^ 
Ceeds on principles which lead nccessaz 
pursued to their issues, to every abomie 
of Infidelity. But let him know tbg 
Church of Geneva protested against tb« 
friend of Christianity ; and that, if the i 
ed enemy of Christianity had then ele 
himself, she would have protested with 
zeal against him. Let him know, that. 
Church had listened to the voice of thi 
former, the enemy of Christianity would 
wanted ground for footing to his att 
The Papist lalsely charges the Reformi 
thefather of Infidelity : the Infidel malit 
ly confounds Popery and Christianity 
the tEue Christian is as far froiQ the licenl 
ness of the Infidel, as be is from the co 
tion of the Papist. 

I am not inclined to view things in a gli 
aspect. Christianity must undergo a ret 
tioD. If God has sent his Son, and ha 
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clared that he will exalt him on his throne — 
the earth and all that it inherit are contempt- 
ible in the view of such a plan ! If this be 
God's design — proceed it does, and proceed 
it will. Christianity is such a holy and spi-"^ 
ritual affair, that perhaps all human iiistitu- | 
tions are to be destroyed to make way for it. ; 
Men may fashion things as they will ; but, if 
liiere is no effusion of the Spirit of God on j 
their institutions, they will remain barren and [' 
lifeless. Many Christians appear to have J 
forgotten this. 
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A CHRlSTIAirS DUT 

01 THESE EHERTFIIL TIlfBE. 



OoBs is a period of no coibbod kind 
pfttfa of duty to a Chriflian b mm wm 
difficolc It teems to me, faowever, to t 
mebended in two word»— Be qmei and 
The precept is short; but the i^f^lics 
it requires much grace and wisdom, 
not a sin£^ step out of a quiet oba«:o: 
which you are not compelled by a si 
utility. 

Two parties have divided the world 
The Jacobim are desperadoes : the 
torment and plague. Bishop Horslc 
well of them, lately from the pulpit — << 
are they, who have poiso!ied Watt's 1 
for Children. These are they, who ar 
ing efforts to cootaminate every means 
cess to the public mind. And what i 
aim? — ^What are their prete^n^oos ?- 
they will have neither LiMod nor Kioj 
them. But, verily, one is tfiseij^ ^^W • 
name, in the Hebrew tongne, is JKo 
but, in the Greek tongue, he is^ called 
lyon; and, in plain English — 'The J 
iliy soul come not thou near the tents o 
wielded men !" 
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''But the Anti-Jacobins T'— Their project, 
as a body, leaves God out of the question. 
Their proposal is unholy. I cannot be insen- 
sible to' the Security, Order, and Liberty, 
with which these kingdoms are favoured 
above all other nations; but I cannot go forth 
with these men, as one of their party. I can- 
not throw up my hat, aud shout ''Huzza!" 
Wo to the world, if even they prevail ! 

The world is a lying, empty pageant ; and 
these men are ensnared with the show. My 
part in it, as a Christian, is to act with sim- 
plicity as the servant of God. What does 
God bid me do f What, in this minute of 
time, which will be gone and carry me with 
it into Eternity — what is my path of duty f 
While enemies blaspheme, aud friends are 
beguiled, let me stana on my watch tower ^ with 
the Prophet, listening what the Lord God shall 
say to me. In any scheme of man 1 dare not 
be drunken. We^ who are of the day, must be 
sober. Churchman or Dissenter, if I am a 
true Christian, 1 shall talk thus to my connec- 
tions. The sentiment of the multitude is en- 
snaring; but the multitude is generally wrong. 
I must beware of the contagion. Not that I 
am to push myself into consequence. The 
matter is between me and my God — Not one 
step out of a holy quiet and obscurity, but in 
order to utility. 

Tet we milkst be active and bold, whenever 
duty calls us to be so. My own conduct, 
with respect to the religious world, is too 

10 \ 



I to HBMAINS. 

much formed on my feelings. I see it 
what I deem a lamentable slate; but I sc 
to say, " Well 1 go on talking, and mists 
iiiR, and making a noise: only make no 
noise here:" and llien I retire into my c 
set, and ehrink within myself. But, liad 
more Faith, and Simplicity, and Love, a 
Self-Denial, I might do all I do in my p 
sent sphere, but I should throw myself in t 
midst of them, and entreat and argue and i 
Dioustrate. 

But then such a man must give himself 
as a Sacrifice. He would be misrepresent 
and calumniated from many quarters. £ 
he would make up his account for such trei 
ment. How would St. Paul have acted 
such a stale of the Church. '' Would he t 
have displayed that warm spirit which ma 
hira say, foolish Galaiiam'. who kath i 
wilcked you9 and that holy self-denial, whi 
dictated, 1 wilt very gladly spend and be apt 
for you, though the more exceedingly I love y 
the less I beloved? 

It is not to be calculated, how much a sinj 
man may effect, who throws his whole pow« 
into a thing. Who, for instance, can estinii 
the influence of Voltaire ? He shed an infl 
ence of a peculiar sort ov^ Europe. E 
powers were those of a gay bufloon — fard 
terent from (hose of Hume, and others of I 
class — but he threfr himself wholly into Aei 
It is true these men meet the wickedness or t 
imbecility of the bnman miDd ; but tbere a 
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lany right hearted people, who hang a long 
me on the side of pure, silent, simple reli- 
ioo. Let a man, who sees things as I do, 
irow himself out with all his powers, to res* 
ae and guide such persons. 
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AGAINST INFIDEL PRINCIPLES. 



OUTH J 
"■ipr Fn ' 



I NEVER gathered fi-om Inlidel Writers, wh 
an avowed loGdel m^setf, any solid diffici 
ties, which were not brought to my mind 
a very young tliild of oiy own, " Why » 
J sin permitted ?" — " What an insignifici 
world is tliis to be redeemed by the Incan 
lion and Death of tlie Son of God !" — " W 
can believe that so few will be saved ?"-^— 
jections of this kind, in the mind of reason! 
young persons, prove to me that they i 
the growth of fallen nature. 

The nurse of Jnfidelily is Sensualii 
Youth are sensual. The Bible stands in th 
way. It prohibits the indulgence of the I 
of the jle»h, the luat of the eye, and the pn 
of life. But the young mind loves thi 
tbings ; and therefore, it hates the Bil 
which prohibits them. It is prepared to as 
" If any man will bring me arguments agaii 
the Bible, I will thank him : if not, 1 will i 
vent them." 

As to inlidel arguments, there is no weig 
in them. They are jejune and refuted. In 
dels are not themselves convinced by them 
In combating this evil in Youth, we mi 
recollect the proverb, that "a man may bri 
his horse to the water, but cannot make hi 
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drink." The minds of the young are pre- 
occupied. They will not listen. Tet a crisis 
may come. They will stop, and bethink 
themselves. 

One promising method with them, is, to 
appeal to facts. What sort of men are infi- 
dels f They are loose — ^fierce — overbearing 
men. There is nothing in them like sober 
and serious inquiry. They are the wildest 
fanatics on earth. Nor have they agreed 
among themselves on any scheme of truth 
and felicity. Contrast with the character of 
Infidels that of real Christians. 

It is advantageous to dwell, with Youth, \, 
on the need and necessities of man. '' Every 
pang and grief tells a man that he needs a 
helper; but Infidelity provides none. And 
what can its schemes do for you in death f " 

Impress them with a sense of their igno* 
ranee. I silence myself, many times a day, 
by a sense of my own ignorance. 

Appeal to their consciences. " Why is it 
thai you listen to Infidelity ? Is not Infidelity 
a low, carnal, wicked game ? Is it not the 
very picture of the Prodigal — Father^ give 
me the portion of goods thatfalleth to mc?"— 
The question ^hy Infidelity is received, ex- 
poses it, and shows it to the light. Why — 
why will a man be an Infidel } Your children 
may urge difficulties : but tell them that in- 
explicable difficulties surround you : you are 
compelled to believe, in ninety-nine cases out 
of a hundred, whether you will or no ^ an^ 
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shall you not be a believer in the huiidredtlj 

instance from choice f 

Draiu out a map of the road of Jnfidelili/. 
It will lead them to such 3ta^s, at length, ae 
they never could suspect. Is thy tcrvanl a 
dog, that he should do this thing ? 

The ipirit and tone of your house will have 
great influence on your children. If it it 
what it ought to be, it will ofteo fasten con- 
viction on their minds, however wicked they 
may become. I have felt the truth of this in 
my own case : I said, " My father is riah^ 
and I am wrong ! Oh, let me die the death if 
the righteous, and let my last end be like his! 
The bye-conversatiops in a family are, ia this 
view, of unspeakable importance. 

On the whole, arguments addressed to the 
heart press more forcibly than those addressed 
to the bead. When I was a child, and a very 
wicked one loo, one of Dr. Walts' Hymns 
sent me to weep in a corner. The lives in 
Janeway's Token had the same effect. I feU 
ihe in6uence of faith in suffering Christians. 
The character of young Samuel came home 
to me, when nothing else had any hold on 
my mind. 
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MANAGEMENT OF CHILDREN. \l 

Great wisdom is requisite in correcting the 
evils of children. A child is bashful, per- 
haps : but in stimulating this child, we are 
too apt to forget future consequences. '^ Hold 
up your head. Don't be vulgar." At length 
they hold up their heads ; and acquire such 
airs, that, too late, we discover our error. 
We forgot that we were giving gold, to pur- 
chase dross. We forgot that we were sacri- 
ficing modesty and humility, to make them 
young actors and old tyrants.^ 

* The reader cannot but admire the sentiments, which 
Biihop Hurd has, on this subject, put into the mouth of 
Mr. Locke, one of his supposed interlocutors in the Dia- 
logue on Foreign Travels. 

'* Bashfulness is not so much the effect of an ill educa- 
Uoo, as the proper gift and provision of wise nature. Eve- ^' 
ry stage of life has its own set of manners, that is suited 
to it, and best becomes it. Each is beautiful in its season ; 
and you might as well quarrel with the child's rattle, and 
advance him directly to the boy's top and span-farthing, 
as expect from diffident youth the manly confidence of 
riper age. 

'^ Lamentable in the mean time, I am sensible, is the 
condition of my good lady : who, especially if she be a 
mighty well-bred one, is perfectly shocked at the boy's 
awkwardness ; and calls out on the tailor, the dancing- 
master, the player, the travelled tutor, any body and 
every body, to relieve her fiNmi the pain of so disgraceful 
an object. 

'< She should, however, be told, if a proper season and ^ 
words soft enough could be found to convey ^he informa- 
tion, that the odious thing, which disturbs ber so much, is 
one of nature's signatures impressed on that age : that 
bashfulness is but the passage from one season of life to 



116 hemains. 

CHftisTiAtJS are imbibing so much of the 
casl and temper of the age, tliat ihey seem to 
be anxioosly tutoring their children, and pre- 
parint; them by all manner of means, not for 
\l a better world, but for the present. Yet in 
nothing should the simplicity of faith be more 
unreservedly exercised, than with regard to 
children. Their appointments and stations, 
yea, even their present and eternal happiness 
or misery, so far as they are influenced by 
iheir states and conditions in life, may be de- 
cided by the most minute and trivial evestJ. 
all of which are in God's hand, and not in 
ours. An unbelieving spirit pervades, in thi( 
respect, too intimately the Christian World. 

When I meet children to instruct them, I do 
not suffer one grown person to be present. 
The Moravians pursue a diflerent method. 
Some of their elder brethren even sit among 
the children, to sanction and encourage the 
work. This is well, provided children are 
to be addressed in the usual manner. But 
that will effect little good. Nothing is easier 
than to talk to children ; but, to talk to them 
as they ought to be talked to, is the very lait 
cfiort of ability. A man itiust have a vigor- 

anotbcT ; aod Uitit u (he bo4r ■* tbeD the leaK griBtUf 

when tlie lirabi ate uisluDg their liui eflbrta and haiteniof 
to their jusl pruportioa, so (he mBnasra aie )eu( itatj 
■nd diseagf^ed, when the mind, coniciaua aod impaticat 
of it* imperffcliont, is <iretchiag nil ili fuuiticB to UmIt 
fulJ gra»ih. "— &e BUhap Hunfi Marat aul Faiitital Di- 
aloguet, td. (kh. IrfiiuloD, 1786. ToLad. pp.110, 100^ 101. 
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US ima^nation. He must have extensive ^ 
Dowledge to call in illustrations from the 
)ur corners of the earth : for he will make 
ttle progress, but by illustration. It requires 
Teat genius, to throw the mind into the habit 
f children's minds. I aim at this, but I find 
I; the utmost efibrt of ability. No sermon 
ver put my mind half so much on the stretch, 
[lie effort is such, that, were one person pre- 
ent, who was capable of weighing the pro- 
iriety of what I said, it would be impossible 
6r me to proceed : the mind must, in such a 
ase, be perfectly at its ease : it must not have 
exert itself under cramps and fetters. I 
m surprised at nothing which Dr. Watts did, 
nt his Hymns for Children. Other men 
ould have written as well as he, in his other 
'orks ; but how be wrote these hymns, I 
BOjv not. Stories fix children's attention. 
7he moment I begin to talk in any thing like 
o abstract manner, the attention subsides. 
7he simplest manner in the world will not 
lake way to children's minds for abstract ^ 
ruths. With stories I find I could rivet their 
.Itention for two or three hours. 



!:!hildren are very early capable of impres- V 
ion. I imprinted on my daughter the idea 
>f Faith, at a very early age. She was 
)taying one day with a few beads, which 
eemed to delight her wonderfully. Her 
vhole soul was absorbed in her beads. 1 said 
— " My dear, you have som^ ^te\v^ \i^'^\^ 
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there.'' -' Yes, Papa !*' ^* And you seem to 
be vastly pleased with them." " Yes, Papaf 
<' Well now, throw 'em behind the fire." The 
tears surted into her eyes. She looked ear- 
oe^tly at me, as thoagh she ooght to have a 
reason for such a cruel sacrifice. ^ Well, mj 
dear, do as you please; but you know I never 
told yon to do any thing, which i did d^ 
thiok would be good for you." She looktil 
at roe a few moments longer, aod tbeo snob 
moiling up all her fortitude — her breast hcav- 
in(f with the elflfort — she dashed them into tl|B 
fire. '' Well," said 1 : '' there let them lie: 
you shall hear more about them another tinei 
but say no more about them now." Sosw 
days after, I bought her a box full of largcf 
beads, and toys of the same kind. When ) 
returned home, I opened the treasure aqd 
sft it before her : she burst into tears with 
eritacy. " Those, my child," said I, " are 
ydurs, because you believed me, when I told 
yuu it would be better for you to throw those 
two or three paltry beads behind the fire. 
Mow that has brought you this treasure. But 
now, tny dear, remember, as long as you live, 
what Faith is. 1 did all this to teach yau the 
inoatiing of Faith. You threw your be^ds 
away when I bid you, because you had faith 
in nic that I never advised you but for your 
^ood. Put the same confidence in God. Be- 
liovo every thing that he says in his word. 
Whether you understand it or not, have faith 
in him that he means youx ^c^c^^l." 






oir 

FAMILY WORSHIP. 

Family religion is of unspeakable import- v 
ance. Its effect will greatly depend on the 
sincerity of the bead of the family, and on 
bis niode of conducting the worship of his 
hons^bold. If bis children and servants do 
not see bis prayers exemplified in bis temper 
and manners, they will be disgusted with re- 
ligioD. Tediousness will weary them. Fine < 
hiDgaage will shoot above them. Formality 
of connection or composition in prayer they 
will not comprehend. Gloominess or auste- 
rity of devotion will make them dread reli- 
gion as a bard service. Let them be met 
with Smiles. Let them be met as friends. 
Let them be met as for the most delightful 
service in which they can be engaged. Let . 
tbem find it short, savoury, simple, plain, 
tender, heavenly. Worship, thus conducted, 
may be used as an engine of vast power in a 
&mily. It diffuses a sympathy through the 
members. It calls off the mind from the 
deadening effect of worldly affairs. It arrests • 
every member, with a morning and evening 
sermon, in the midst of all the hurries and 
cares of life. It says, " There is a God !" 
" There is a spiritual world !" " There is a 
life to come !" It fixes the idea of responsi- 
bility in the mind. It furnishes a tender and 
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Judicious fattier or master with an opportu- 
nity of gently g^lancing at faults, wbere a di- 
rect admonition miglit be ioexpedieDt. It 
enables him to relieve the weight with which 
subordination or service uAen sits on the 
minds of inferiors. 

In my family- worship I am not the reader, 
but employ one of my children. I make no 
formal comment on the Scripture '. but, when 
any striking event or sentiment arises, I say, 
"Mark that!" "See how God judges of liat 
thing 1" Sometimes I ask what ihey think of 
the matter, and iiow such a thing strikes them. 
I generally receive very strange, aad some- 
times ridiculous answers ; but I am pleased 
' with them : attention is all alive, while I am 
explaining wherein they err, and what is tbe 
truth. In this manner I endeavour to impress 
the spirit and scope of the passage on the 

1 particularly aim at the eradication of a 
false principle, wonderfully interwoven with 
the minds of children and servants — they 
take their standard from the neighbourhood 
and their acquaintance, and by this they judge 
of every thing. I endeavour to raise them 
to a persuasion, that God's will in Scriptare 
is the standard ; and that this standard is per- 
petually in opposition to that corrupt oae 
around and before them. 

The younger children of the family will 
soon have discernment enough to perceive 
that the Bible has a holiness about it, tnat rnas 
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directly contrary to the stream of opinion. 
And then, because this character is so evi- 
dent, and so inseparable from the Scripture, 
the heart will distaste and reject it. Yet the 
standard must be preserved. If a man should 
lower it, they would soon detect him ; and he 
roust, after all, raise them up to the right 
standard again. Much may be effected by 
manner, as to impressing truth ; but, still, 
truth will remain irksome, till God touch the 
heart. 

1 read the Scriptures to my family in some 
regular order : and am pleased to have thus 
a lesson found for me. I look on the chapter 
of the day as a lesson sent for that day ; and 
so I regard it as coming from God for the 
use of that day, and not of my own seeking. 

I find it easy to keep up the attention of a 
congregation, in comparison of that of my 
family. I have found the attention best gain- 
ed, by bringing the Truths of Scripture into 
comparison with the Facts which are before 
our eyes. It puts more siimvli into family- 
expositions. I never found a fact lost, or the 
current news of the day fail of arresting the 
attention. '^ How does the Bible account for 
that fact ? That man murdered his Father — 
This or that thing happened in our house to- 
day — What does the Scripture say of such 
things ?" 

It is difficult to fix and quiet your family. 
The servauts are eager to be gone, to do 
something in hand. There has been some 

11 
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disagreement, perliaps, between them atid 1 
their mislresi;. We must seize opportunities. 
We must not drive hard at such limeg as 
these. Regularity, liowever, must be en- | 
forced. If a certain hour is not fixed and 
adhered to, ihe family will inevitably be fouod 
in confusion. 

Religion should be prudently brought be- 
fore a family. The old. Dissenters wearied 
their families. Jacob reasoned well with 
E^au, about the tenderness nf his children 
and his flocks and herds. Something gen- 
tle, quiet, moderate, should be our aim. There 
Bhould be no scolding : it should be mild and 
pleasant. 

I avoid absolute uniformity ; the mind re- 
volts at it : though I would shun eccentricity, 
for ihat is still worse. At one time 1 would 
say something on what is read : but, at ano- 
ther time, nothing. I malie it as natural as 
possible: "I am a religious man: you are 
my children and my servants : it is naturtd 
that we should do so and so." 

Nothing of superstition should attach lo 
family-duty. It is not absolutely and in all 
cases indispensable. If unavoidably inter- 
rupted, we omit it: it is well. If I were 
peremptorily ordered, as the Jews were, to 
bring a Iamb, I must be absolute. But this 
service is my liberty, not my task. I do not, 
however, mean in any degree to relax the 
pr^er obligation. 

Children and servautt should see us aetiog 
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the Psalmist's declaration, / toiU^ speak 
thy testinumies before Kings. If a great 
II happens to be present, let them see 
t I deem him nothing before the Word 
God. 



INFLUENCE ^ , 

v' PARENTAL CHARACTER. 

The influeDce of the parental character od 
children is not to be calculated. Every thing 
around lias an iuQuence on U9. Indeed the 
inQueace of things is so great, that, by fami- 
liarity with them, they insensibly urge us on 
principles and feelings which we before ab- 
horred. I knew a man who took in a demo- 
cratical paper, only to laugh at it. But, at 
length, he liad read the same things again 
and again, so often, that he began to think 
there must be some truih in them ; and that 
men and measures were really such as they 
were so often said to be. A drop of water 
jeems to have no influence on the stone ; but 
it will, in the end, wear its way through. If 
there be, therefore, such a mighty inllueuce 
in every thing round us, the Parental lofiu- 
ence must be great indeed. 

Consistency is the great character, in good 
parents, which impresses children. They may 
witness much temper ; but if they see their 
Father " keep the even tenor of his way," his 
imperfections will be understood and allowed 
for as reason opens. The child will see and 
reflect on his parent's intention : and this will 
have great influence on his mind. This ioflu- 
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ence may, indeed, be afterward counteracted : 
bat that only proves that contrary currents 
may arise, and carry the child another way. 
Old Adam may be too strong for young Me- 
lancthon. 

The implantation of principles is of un- 
speakable importance, especially when culled 
from time to time out of the Bible. The 
ebild feels his parent's authority supported 
by the Bible, and the authority of the Bible 
supported by his parent's weight and influ- 
ence. Here are data — fixed data. A man 
can very seldom get rid of these principles. 
They stand in his way. He wishes to for- 
get them, perhaps ; but it is impossible. 

Where Parental influence does not convert, 
it hampers. It hangs on the wheels of evil. 
I had a pious Mother, who dropped things in 
my way. I could never rid myself of them. 
I was a professed Infidel : but then I liked to 
be an Infidel in company, rather than when 
alone. I was wretched when by myself. These 
principles, and maxims, and data spoiled my 
jollity. With my companions I could some- 
times stifle them : like embers we kept each 
other warm. Besides, I was here a sort of 
Hero. I had beguiled several of my associ- 
ates into my own opinions, and I had to main- 
tain a character before them. But I could 
not divest myself of my better principles. I 
went with one of my companions to see "The 
Minor." He could laugh heartily at Mother 
Cole— 'I could not. He saw in her the pic- 

n* 



lure of all who talked about religion — I \ 
belter. The ridicule on regeneration 
high sport to him — to me, it was nom 
could not move my teatures. He knev 
difference between regeneration and Iran 
stantiation — I did. I knew there was su 
thing. I was afraid and ashamed to li 
at it. Parental influence thus cleaves 
man : it harasses him — it throws itself 
tinnally in his way. 

I find in myself another evidence o 
greatness of Parental Influence. 1 d 
myself to this day, in laying down raa 
in my family, which I took up at thn 
four years of age, before I could pas 
know the reason of the thing. 

It is of incalculable importance to obt 
hold on the conscience. Children have a 
science j and it is not seared, though it is 
Bringing the eternal world into their vii 
planning and acting with that world befo 
— this gains, at length, such a hold on t 
that, with all the Infidel poison which 
may afterward imbibe, there are few chil 
who, at night— in their chamber — in the 
— ID a storm of thander — will not feel. *! 
cannot cheat like other men. They r 
lect that eternity, which stands in their 
It rises op before them, like the ghost of. 
quo to Macbeth. It goads them : it thni 
in their ears. After all, they are oblige 
compound the matter with conscience, if 
cannot be prevailed on to return to God ' 
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oat delay. " I must be religious, one time or 
other. That is clear. I cannot get rid of 
this thing. Well! I will begin at such a time. 
I will finish such a scheme, and then !'' 

The opinions— the spirit — the conversation 
— the manners of the parent, influence the 
child. Whatever sort of man he is, such, in 
a gr^t degree, will be the child ; unless con- 
stitution or accident give him another turn. 
If the parent is a fantastic man — if he is a 
genealogist, knows nothing but who married 
such an one and who such an one — if he is a 
sensualist, a low wretch — his children will 
usually catch these tastes. If he is a literary \^ 
man — his very girls will talk learnedly. If 
he is a griping, hard, miserly man — such will 
be his children. This I speak of as generally 
the case. It may happen, that the parent's 
disposition may have no ground to work on 
in that of the child. It may happen, that the 
child may be driven into disgust : the Miser, 
for instance, often implants disgust, and his 
son becomes a Spendthrift. 

After all, in some cases, perhaps, every 
thinff seems to have been done and exhibited 
by the pious parent in vain. Tet he casts his 
bread upon the waters. And, perhaps, after 
be has been "in his grave twenty years, his 
son remembers what his father told him. 

Besides, Parental Influence must be great, 
because God has said that it shall be so. The 
parent is not to stand reasoning and calculat- 
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ing. God has said thai his character shall 

have iiiflueiice. 

And this appointment of Providence, be- 
comes often the punishmeut of 3 wicked man. 
Such a man is a complete Seljist. I am weary 
of hearing such men talh about their "fami- 
ly" — and their " family" — they " must pro- 
vide for their family." Their family has no 
place in their real regard. They push for 
tliemselves. But God says — "No! You 
think your children shall be so and so. But 
they shall be rods for your own backs. They 
shall be your cnrse. They shall rise up 
against you." The most common of all hu- 
man complaints is — Parents groaning under 
the vices of their children ! This Is all the 
effect of Parental Influence. 

In the exercise of this tntluence there are 
two leading dangers to be avoided. 

Excess of seventy is one danger. My Mo- 
ther, on the contrary, would talk to me, aod 
weep as she talked. I flung out of the house 
with an oath — but i^pt too when I got into 
the street. Sympathy is the powerful engine 
of a mother. 1 was desperate : I would go od 
board a privateer. But there are soft mo- 
ments to such desperadoes. God does not, at 
once, adandtm them 10 themselves. There 
are times when the man says—" I should be 
glad to return : bat I should not like to meet 
thatface!" if be has been treated with severity. 

Yet excess of lawity is another danger. 
Tlie case of Eli affords % serious warning oa 
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3 subject. Instead of his mild expostula- 
1 on the flagrant wickedness of his sons—- 
ty, my sons^ it is no good report that I hear 
\Q ought to have exercised his authority as 
»areht and magistrate in punishing and re- 
Buning their crimes. 
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When I look at the mind of liord Bt 
it seems vast, original, penetrating, ao 
cai, beyond all competition. When. 
at his character — it is wavering, shu 
mean. In the closing scene, and in that 
he appears in true dignity, as a man o 
found contrition. 

Baxter surpasses, perhaps, all others, 
grand, impressive, and persuasive style 
he is not to be named with Owen as t 
nishing the student's mind. He is, hot 
multifarious, complex, practical. 

^ Clauke has, abov^ all olber atea, the fi 
of lowering the life and spiritual sen 
Scriptare to such perfectiou, as to lei 
like dry bones, divested of every parti 
marrow or oil. South is nearer the 
He tells more of it : but he tells it wi 
tongue of a viper, for he was roost hi 
set agunst the Puritans. But there is 
rit and life about him. He must and » 
beard. And, now and then, be darts • 
with an unexpected and incomparable st 

The modem Germ(m writers, and the i 
school formed after them, systemalicall; 
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intentionally confound vice and virtue, argue 
for the passions against the morals and insti- 
tutions of society. There never was a more 
dangerous book written, than one that Mrs. 
WoUtoncrojft left imperfect, but which Godwin 
pablished after her death. Her " Wrongs of 
Women" is an artful apology for adultery : 
she labours to interest the feelings in favour 
of an adultress, by making her crime the con- 
sequence of the barbarous conduct of a des- 
picable husband, while she is painted all soft- 
ness and sensibility. Nothing like this was 
«yer attempted before the modern school. 

** Some men," said Dr. Patten to me, " are 
always crying Fire ! Fire !" To be sure — 
where there is danger, there ought to be af- 
fectionate earnestness. Who would remon- 
strate, coldly and with indifference, with a 
man about to precipitate himself from Dover 
Cliff, and not rather snatch him forcibly from 
^lestmction f Truth, in its living influence on 
the heart, will show itself in consecratedness 
and holy zeal. When teachers of religion 
are destitute of these qualities, the world 
readily infers that religion itself is a farce. 
Let us do the world justice. It has very sel- 
dom found a considerate, accommodating, 
and gentle, but withal earnest, heavenly, and 
€nli^tened teacher. When it has found such, 
Truth has received a very general attention. 
Such a man was Htrvey^ and his works have 
met their reward. 



HouER approaches nearest of all the heal 
poets to the grandeur of Hebrew Poe 
With the theological light of Scripture, 
would have wouderfully resetohled it. 

HuoKEH is incomparable in strengtb 
saoctity. His first books are wonderfa) 
do not so perfectly meet him, as he advai 
tDuard the close. 

Loskiel's " Account uf [he Moravian 1 
sions among the North American Indi; 
has taught me two things. I have foum 
it a striking illustration of the unifor 
with which the grace of God operates on : 
Crauti, in his " Account of tlie Mission 
Greenland," had shown the grace of 
TForking on a Man-Fish : on a stupid— 
tih —senseless creature — scarcely a ren 
from the fish on which he lived. Lot 
shows the same grace working on a ft 
Devil: a fierce — bloody — revengeful wai 
— dancing his infernal war-dance with 
mind of a fury. Divine grace brings t 
men to the same point, ft quickens, sti 
lates, and elevates the Greenlander: it n 
him to a sort of new life : it seems almo: 
bestow on him new senses : it opens bis 
and bends his ear, and rouses bis heart : 
what it adds — it sanctifies. The same g 
tames the high spirit of the Indian : it red 
him to the meekness, and docility, and 
plicity of a child. The evidence arisinj 
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Christianity from these facts is, perhaps, sel- 
dom sufficient, by itself, to convince the gain-- 
sayer : but, to a man who already believes, it 
greatly strengthens the reasons of his belief. 
I have seen also in these books, that the fish- 
boat, and the oil, and the tomahawk, and the 
cap of feathers excepted — a Christian Minis" 
ter has to deed with just the same sort of crea^ 
tureSf aa the Cheenlander and the Indian, among 
civilized nations. 



Owen stands at the head of his class of di- 
vines. His scholars will be more profound 
and enlarged, and better furnished, than those 
of most other writers. His work on the Spi- 
rit has been my treasure-house, and one of 
my very first-rate books. Such writers as 
Riecaltoun rather disqualify than prepare a 
Minister for the immediate business of the 
pulpit. Original and profound thinkers en- 
large his views, and bring into exercise the 
powers and energies of his own mind, and 
should therefore be his daily companions. 
Their matter must, however, be ground down 
before it will be fit for the pulpit. Such wri- 
ters as Owen, who, though less original, have 
united Detail with Wisdom, are copious in 
proper topics, and in matter better prepared 
for immediate use, and in furniture ready 
finished as it were for the mind. 



Palet is an unsound casuist, and is likely to 
do gr6at injury to morals. His extenuation 
I 12 



of the crimes commitied by an into 
man, for instance, i^ fallacioiis and dan; 
Multiply the crime of inloxicalion ii 
consequences that follow from it, ar 
have the sum total of the guilt of a d 
man. 

>J RtjTHERFORD's Letters is one of my c 
Were truth' the beam, 1 have no doul 
if Homer and Virgil and Horace and 
the world has agreed to idoliie were » 
agrainst that book, they would be light 
vanity. He is a real original. There 
his Letters some inexpressibly forcil: 
arresting remonstrances with uncoi 



1 SHOULD not recommend a young ft 
to pay much deference to the Scotrli i 
The Erskines, who were the best of 
are dry, and laboured, and prolix, and 
some. He may find incomparable m; 
them, but he should beware of form 
taste and manner after their model, 
a more kind-h«arted and liberal sort < 
nity. He had much better take up 
Hall. There is a set of excellent, but 
headed men, who would reform the i 
preachers on a more elaborate plan, 
are not philosophers who talk thus. [ 
himself were to rise from the grave, u 
were for the influence of the great nami 
he would bring with him, he might c] 
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days with a small congregation in some little 
meetiDg-house. 



Shakspeare had a low and licentious taste. 
When he chose to imagine a virtuous and 
exalted character, he could completely throw 
his mind into it, and give the perfect picture 
of such a character. But he is at home in 
Falstaff. No high, grand, virtuous, religious 
aim beams forth in him. A man, whose heart 
and taste are modelled on the Bible, nause- 
ates him in the mass, while he is enraptured 
and astonished by the flashes of his pre-emi- 
nent genius. 



" Have you read ray Key to the Romans ?" 
said Dr. Taylor, of Norwich, to Mr. JVewton, 
" I have turned it over." " You have turned 
it over ! And is this the treatment a book must 
meet with, which has cost me many years of 
hard study i Must I be told, at last, that you 
have turned it over,' and then thrown it 
aside? You ought to have read it carefully, 
and weighed deliberately what comes forward 
on so serious a subject." ^' Hold f you have 
cut me out full employment, if my life were 
to be as long as Methuselah's. I have some- 
what else to do in the short day allotted me, 
than to read whatever any one may think it 
hie duty to write. When I read, I wish to 
read to good purpose ; and there are some 
books, which contradict on the very face of 
them what appear to me to be the first ^ria- 
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ciples. You surely will not say I am I 
to read such books. If a man tells me I 
a very elaborate argument lo prove tha 
and two make five, 1 have someiliing e 
do than to attend to this argument. If 
the first mouthful of meat which I take 
a line looking Joint on my table is tain 
Deed not eat through it to be coi]vin< 
ought to send it away." 

I NEVER read any Eermons so much 
Whitfield's manner of preaching, as 

its feelings ; and putting forth every thi: 
it comes, without any reference to boo 
men, with a naivete seldom equalled. 

I ADniRED WiTsius' "CEconomy of tht 
venants," but not so much as many per 
There is too much system. 1 used to : 
Commentators and Systems ; but I am ■ 
almost wholly, at length, to the Bible. 4 
meuiators are excellent, in general, v 
there are but few difficulties; but ihey 
the harder knots still untied. 1 find it 
Bible, the more I read, a grand peculi: 
that seems to say to all who attempt to 
tematize it — " I am not of your kind. 
not amenable to your methods of thinkin 
am untractable in your hands. 1 stand a 
The great and wise Shall never exhaus 
treasures. By figures and parables I 
come down to the feelings and undersl 
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ings of the ignorant. Leave me as I am, but 
study me incessantly." Calvin's Institutes 
are, to be sure, great and admirable, and so 
are his Commentaries ; but, after all, if we 
must have Commentators — as we certainly 
must — ^PooLE is incomparable, and I had al- 
most said abundant of himself. 



Young is, of all other men, one of the most • 
striking examples of the disunion of Piety 
from Truth. If we read his most true, im- 
passioned, and impressive estimate of the 
World and of Religion, we shall think it im- 
possible that he was uninfluenced by his sub- 
ject. It is, however, a melancholy fact, that 
he was bunting after preferment at eighty / 
years old ; and felt and spoke like a disap- 
pointed man. The truth was pictured on his 
mind in most vivid colours. He felt it, while 
he was writing. He felt himself on a retired 
spot; and he saw Death, the mighty Hunter, 
pursuing the unthinking world. He saw Re- 
demption — its necessity and its grandeur ; 
and, while he looked on it, he spoke as a man 
would speak whose mind and heart are deep- 
ly engaged. Notwithstanding all this, the 
view did not reach his heart. Had I preach- 

I ed in his pulpit with the fervour and interest 
that his "Night Thoughts" discover, he would 

* I have been terrified. He told a friend of mine, . 

( who went to him under religious fears, that 
he must go more into the world ! 

12* 
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SCRIPTURES. 

Iff an entire disciple of Butler. He calls 
book " Analogy :" but the great subject 
n beginning to end, is huma/n ignorance. 
'kely has done much to reduce man to a 
It view of bis attainments in real know- 
;«; but he goes too far: he requires a de- 
istration of self-^evident truths: he requires \^ 
to demonstrate that that table is before 
Beattie has well replied to this error, 
lis *' Immutability of Truth ;" though it 
ised Mr. Hume to call that book — " Phi- 
»phy for the Ladies." 
letaphysicians seem born to puzzle and 
found mankind. I am surprised to hear 
I talk of their having demonstrated such 

such points. Even Andrew Baxter, one 
be best of these metaphysicians, though 
'easons and speculates well, has not de- 
istrated to my mind one single point by 
reasonings. .They know nothing at all 
the subject of moral and religious truth, 
ond what God has revealed. I am so 
Ay convinced of this, that I can sit by 

smile at the fancies of these men; and 
fcially when they fancy they have found 
demonstrations. Why there are DemoQ- 
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' strators, who will carry the wovitl before 

till another man rises, who deinon^tra 

' very opposiie, and then, of course, the 

follows him ! 

We are mere mites creeping on the 
and ortentiines conceited luites tot). ] 
Superior Being will condescend to v 
and teach us, sofDefhing may be known. 
God spoken to man?" This is the mc 
porlant question that can he asked, fi 
nisters should examine this matter 

I foundation. Many are culpably neg 

herein. But, nhen this has been done, le 
be no more questionings and surmises 
son IS not, perhaps, convinced that I i 

I titled lo be his teacher. Let us try. 

' finds that he knows more than I do— 

if lie finds that he knows nothing, ant 
mils — I am not to renew this convict 
his mind every time he chooses to requ 
to do so. 

If any honest and benevolent ma 
scruples in his breast concerning Reve! 
be would hide them there; and woul 
move wretched men from the only su 
which they can have in this world, 
thoroughly convinced of the want of n 
tegrity and benevolence in all infidels. 
I am as thoroughly convinced of the w 
real belief of the Scriptures, in most oJ 
who profess to believe them. 

Metaphysicians can unsettle thing: 
the_y can erect nothing. They can pull 
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lurch, bat they cannot build a hovel. 

Hatcbinsonians have said the best things 
It the Metaphysicians. I am no Hutchin- 
an ; yet I s6e that they have data, and that 
s is something worth proving in what 

assert. 



srciPLE is to be distinguished from preju" 
The man, who should endeavour to 
ken my belief of the< truth of the Bible, 
of the fair deduction from it of the lead- 
joctrines of Religion, under the notion of 
* being prejudices, should be regarded by 
IS an assassin. He stabs me in my dear- 
lopes : he robs me of my solid happiness : 
he has no equivalent to offer. This spe- 
of evidence of the truth and value of 
pture is within the reach of all men. It 
y strongest It assures me as fully as a 
e could from heaven, that my principles 
not prejudices. I see in the Bible my 
t and the world painted to the life ; and 
^ Just that provision made, which is com- 
nt to the highest ends and effects on this 
't and this world. 



z Bible resembles an extensive and highly 
ivated garden, where there is a vast vari- 
ind profusion of fruits and flowers : some 
hich are more essential or more splendid 
I others ; but there is not a blade suffered 
row in it, which has not its use and beauty 
le system. Salvation for sinners is the 
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grand Trulh presented every where, ondj 
alf points of ITglit; but the pvrt in'btart se 
a thousand trails of tlie Divine Character, i 
himself, and of the world — some striking an 
bold, others cast ns ii were into the shad 
and designed to be searched for and examine 
— some direct, others by way of intimation t 
inference. -' 

He, who reads ibe Scriptures only in tl 
translation, k but meanly prepared as a pul 
lie teacher. The habit of reading the Serif 
tares in the original throws a new light nn 
sense over numberless passages. The orig 
nal has, indeed, been obtruded so frequenll; 
and sometimes so absurdly, on the bearer 
that their confidence in the translation hE 
been shaken. The Judicious line of condui 
herein, is — To think with the wise, and tal 
with the vulgar — to attain, as far as possihl 
and by all means, the true sense and force c 
every passage ; and, wherever ihat diffei 
from the received Iranstalion, work it in im 
perceptibly, that the hearers may be instnicl 
ed while they receive no prejudice agaiw 
that form in which they enjoy the Scriptutei 

No man will preach the Gospel so freely a 
the Scriptures preach it, unless be will suh 
mit to talk like an Antinomian, in the esd 
roatioD of a great body of Christians ; no 
will any man preach it so practically as lb 
Scriptures, uoleES be will submit (o be catted 
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by as large a body, an Arminian. Many 
think that they find a micldle path : which is, 
in fact, neither one thing nor another ; since 
it 18 not the incomprehensible, but grand plan 
of the Bible. It is somewhat of human con- 
trivance. It savours of human poverty and 
littleness^ 



Were the Scriptures required to supply a 
direct answer to every question which even a 
sincere inquirer might ask, it would be im- 
practicable. They form, even now, a large 
volume. The method of instruction adopted 
in them is, therefore, this: — The rule is given : 
the doctrine is stated : examples are brought 
forward — cases in point, which illustrate the 
rule and the doctrine : and this is found suffi- 
cient for every upright and humble mind. 

The simple and unprejudiced study of the 
Bible is the death of religious extravagance. 
Many read it under a particular bias of mind. 
They read books, written by others under the 
same views. Their preaching and conversa- 
tion run in the same channel. If they could 
awaken themselves from this state, and come 
to read the whole Scripture for every thing 
which they could find there, they would start 
as from a dream — amaied at the humble, 
meek, forbearing, holy, heavenly character 
of the simple religion of the Scriptures, to 
which, in a greater or less degree, their eyes 
|iad been blinded. 

la 
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Thb right way of micrpretiiig Scriplure, is 
to take it as we find it, without any attemp 
to force it into any particiiiar system. What 
ever may be fairly inferred from Scripture 
we need not fear to insist on. Many pas 
sages speak the language of what is callef 
Calvinism, and that in almost the stronges 
terms : I would not have a man clip and cur- 
tail these passages, to bring them down ic 
some system : let liioi go with them io theii 
free and full sense; for, otherwise, if he dc 
not absolutely pervert them, he will attenuate 
their energy. But, let him look at as man) 
more, which speak the language of Armim- 
anism, and let him go all the way with tbeac 
also. God has been pleased thus to state and 
to leave the thing; and all our attempts to 
distort it, one way or the other, are puny and 
contemptible. 

A HAN may fiod much amusnnetit ia Ita 
Bible — variety of prudential instnictiotH<- 
abundance of sublimity and poetry: but/jl 
he stops there, he stops short of its great emt; 
for, the testimony of Jetui m the tpirit of fro- 
pkecy. The grand secret in the study of tkc 
Scriptures, is, to discover Jesug Christ iher*- 
in, the way, the trath, and the /t/e. 

In reading the Scriptures, we are apt (o ihiik 
God farther removed from us, than from t^ 
Persons to whom He spake therein : ^ 
knowledge of God will rectify this error ^ u 
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if God could be farther from us than from 
them. In reading the Old Testament espe- 
cially, we are apt to think that the thing! 
spoken there, in the prophet Hosea for in- 
stance, have Uttle relation to us : the know- 
ledge taught by Christian Experience will 
rectify this error ; as if religion were not al- 
ways the same sort of transaction between 
God and the soul. 



Thbbk are two different ways of treating the 
Trathfl of the Gospel — the scientific and the 
simple^ It was seriously given me in charge, 
when I first entered into the Ministrv, by a 
female who attended my Church, that I should 
study Baxter's *' Catholic Theology." I did 
so : but the best idea that I acquired from this 
labour was, that the most sagacious and subtle 
men can make out litde beyond the plain, 
obvious, and broad statement of Truth in the 
Scriptures. I should think it a very proper 
and suitable punishment for a conceited and 
pragmatical dogmatist, to oblige him to digest 
tbaC book. Another great truth, indeed, we 
may gather from it : and that is that the in- 
temperate men, on either side, are very little 
'^ aware of the consequences, which may be le- 

S'timately drawn from their principles. Even 
r. Owen has erred. I would not compare 
■^ him, in this respect, with Baxter ; for he has 
^ handled his points with far greater wisdom 
h and simplicity : yet he errs ex abundanti. He 
<* attempts to make out things with mote ^^^^- 





<«r 
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racy, and cleunesB, and systaB, Ihaa theBUe 
wiilwarraiiu The Bible seoma to be 
scieDtificallv. After all yoar accnmii 
mento, it will leave yon agiomd. Tbe BSM 
does not come ronnd, and aJt mft mnnif m\ 
its contents. It p ropoacs to na a 
tioo of Grace, which we are to nceifie, 
we do not wholly comprehend ^it. 
less questions may be started on Ae wintf 
parts of this Constitation. Mndh of it] cai* 
not nnderstand, even of what leqieclB 1 "^ 
bot I am called to act on it. J^aA 
agreeable to analogy. My duU w31 
questions on the fitness or niiilntfii iat 
enjoin : but I silence him: '*To»am 
able to comprehend this : yonr bna itees si^ 
to believe me and obey me." Bot tbe School- 
men will not be satisfied with this view if 
things : yet they can make nothing cot salifr' 
factorilv. They have their de re, and thdr 
de nomine : but nothing is gained by theie 
attempts at clearness and nice distinctioni. 
These very accurate men, who think they 
adjust every thing with precision, cannot 
agree among one another, and do little else 
than puzzle plainer minds. 

WiiATKVEii definitions men have given of 
Religion, I can find none so accurately de- 
scriptive of it as this — that it is such a belief 
of the Bible as maintains a living influence 
0£jfaa heart. Men may speculate, criticise, 



ON THE SCRIPTURES. 149 

Bible ; bot the rdigiotu man is such, because 
he so believes it, as to carry habitually a 
practical sense of its truths on his mind. 

Thk fears of the general class of Christians 
are concerned about the superstructure of re- 
ligion : but those of speculative minds chiefly 
relate to the foundation. The less thinking 
man doubts whether he is on the foundation: 
be, whose mind is of a more intellectual turn, 
doubts concerning the foundation itself. I 
have met with many of these speculative cases. 
Attacks of this nature are generally sudden. 
A suspicion will, by surprise, damp the heart; 
and, for a time, will paint the Bible as a fable. 
I have found it useful^ od such occasions, to 
glance over the whole thread of Scripture. 
The whole, presented in such a view, brings 
back the mind to its proper tone : the indelible 
characters of Simplicity and Truth impress 
with irresistible effect that heart, which cbm 
discern them as having once felt them. 
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if they are noi incoDsisieat with its niai 
sign, and miogles and insinuates itself ai 
them. It has not limited Christianity U 
one form of Church Polity, ordained 
perfected in all its parts by divine autbc 
but Christians are left to act herein ac 
ing to circuDistancea, and lo the e.xerci 
sound discretion uuder those circumstae 



ON 

TYPICAL AND ALLEGORICAL 

3XPLANATI0NS OF SCRIPTURE, 



might be expected, that, when God had de- 
*inined to send his Son into the world, there 
mid be a train and concatenation of cir- 
mstances preparatory to his coming — that 
; History, which declared that he was to 
me, should exhibit many persons and things, 
lich should form a grand preparation for 
; event, though not so many as ai^ absurd 
icy might imagine. 

There is a certain class of persons, who 
sh to rid themselves of the Types. Sykes 
lists that even the Brazen Serpent is called 
by our Lord by way of illustration only, 
d not as a designed type. Robinson, of 
imbridge, when he began to verge towards 
icinianism, began to ridicule the types : and 
find matter of sport in the pomegranates 
d the bells of the High Priest's garment. 
; all events, the subject should not be treat- 
with levity and irreverence : it deserves se- 
lus reflection. 

With respect to the expediency of employ- 
; the types much in the pulpit, that is ano- 
^r question. I seldom employ them. I 
1 jealous for Truth and its Sanctions. The 
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Old Dbpensation was a Typical Dispensa- 
tion; but the New is u dispensalion unrolled. 
When speaking of the Typical Dispensation, 
we must admire a master, like St. Paul. But 
to us, modesty becomes a duty in treating j 
such subjects in our ministry. Remembef, 
" This is none other but the house of God! 
and this is the gate of heaven! How dreadful if 
1 lead thousands with nonsense ! — if 1 Utse 
the opportunity of impressing scrfid tnilbs ! — 
if I waste their precious time !" 

A Minister should say to himself : I would 
labour to cut off occasions of objecting to the 
truth. 1 would labour to grapple with men's 
consciences. I would show them that tbeie 
is no strange twist in our view of religion. I 
must avoid as much as possible, having my 
judgment called in question: many watch for 
this, and will avail themselves of any advant- 
age. Some who hear me, are thus conlioib- 
ally seeking excuses for not listening to the 
warnings and invitations of the wwd: tHef 
are endeavouring to get out of our reach ; 
but I would hold them fast with such passa- 
ges as, " What shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul!" 

Many men labour to make the Bible thkib 
Bible. This is one way of getting ils^t^ 
off their necks. The meaning, however, of 
the Bible, is the Bible. Ifl preach, thes, on 
Imputed Righteousness, for instauce, why, 
should I preach from the skies pour down righ- 
teousneas, and then aoathemstiie men for not 
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believing the doctrine, when it is not declared 
in the passage, and there are hundreds of 
places so expressly to the point. 

Most of the folly on this subject of allego- 
rical interpretation, has arisen from a want 
of holy awe on the mind. An evil fashion 
may lead some men into it ; and so far, the 
case is somewhat extenuated. We should ever 
remember, however, that it is a very different 
thing to allegorize the New Dispensation from 
allegorizing the Old : the New is a Dispensa- 
tion of substance and realities. 

When a careless young roan, I remember to 
have felt alarms in my conscience from some 
preachers ; while others, from this method of 
treating their subjects, let me off easily. I 
heard the man as a weak allegorizer : I des- 
pised faim as a foolish preacher : till I met 
with some plain, simple, solid man who seized 
and urged the obvious meaning. I shall, there- 
fore, carry to my grave a deep conviction of 
the ilanger of entering far into typical and 
allegerical interpretations. 

Accommodation of Scripture, if sober, will 
give variety. The Apostles do this so far as 
to show that it may have its use and advan- 
tage. It should, however, never be taken as 
a ground-work, but employed only in way of 
affusion . I may use the passage. There is a 
friend thai ttickeith closer than a brother^ by 
way of allusion to Christ ; but I cannot em- 
ploy it as the ground-work of a discourse on 
kirn. 



DIVEBSTTY OF CHABACTEB 



CHRISTIANS, 



In discovering and counteracting the defects a 
our own character, it is of chief impurtanc 
that we really intend to ascertain tlie truth. 

The intention is exlretnely defective in n 
all. The man, who thinks he has such honet 
intention, yet has it very imperfectly. H 
says — " Touch me : but touch me like a Gen 
tlcnian. Do not intrude on the delicacies ( 
society." The real meaning of which is, ths 
he has ito intentioD of hearing the truth froi 
you. A man, who has a wound to be healei 
comes to the surgeon witli such an intentio 
to get it healed, that if he sqspected his ski 
or his fidelity he would seek another. 

Intention, or a man's really desiring t 
know the truth concerning himself, wovl 
produce attention. Hc would soon find, tfa: 
there is little close busiuess in a man, irti 
does not withdraw from the world. 

He will begin with self-suspicion. " Pei 
haps I am such or such a man. I see defed 
in all my friends, and I must be a madma 
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not to suppose that I also have mine. I see 
defects in my friends, which they sot only 
do not themselves see ; but they will not suffer 
Dthers to show these defects to them. I must, 
therefore, take it for granted that I am a mbre 
foolish and pragmatical fellow than lean con- 



ceive." 



If he begin thus, then he will be willing to 
proceed a step further: " Let me try if I can- 
not reach these defects." I have found out 
Qfiyself by seeing my picture in another man. 
[ would choose men of my own constitution : 
other men would give me no proper picture 
of myself In such men, I can see actions to 
be ridiculous or absurd, when I could not 
liave seen them to be so in myself We may 
[earn some features of our portrait from ene- 
mies : an enemy gives a hard feature proba- 
|lly, but it is often a truer likeness than can 
be obtained from a friend. What with your 
friend's tenderness for you, and your own 
Lenderness for yourself, you cannot get at the 
true feature. We should, moreover, encour- 
ige our friends. You cannot, in one case in 
ten, go to a man on a business of this nature, 
nrithout offending him. He will allege such 
ind such excuses for the defect, and fritter it 
iway to nothing.' This shows the hypocrisy 
— ^the falsehood — the self-love — and the flat- 
:ery of the heart. This endeavour to con- 
ceal or palliate defects, instead of a desire to 
liscover them, grows up with us from infan- 
cy. There is something so deceitful in sin ! 

14 
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Amaa kbtooght tohdiemkkmmlk! 1h 
it io acoMtOMMd to Mde Mwittlf <hi» liMMdC 
that he it tfp i it e d wheo anoAcr defMttaBi 
unmatkt Um. Haiael verfly bc K efcd hiih 
self iDcapmble of becomiog wtuit the propM 
foretokL 

Many motivet urge at to mttenpl m ledift' 
cation of our de&crtt. Coiitider Ike fanper* 
lance of character: he, who tayt Ife cttret-Mt 
what men tUnk of him, is on a very low fboi 
in the tcho<d of eiperience and wiadom; cha* 
racter and moneyeftctalmotl e v er y thin g; Jt 
should be contidered, too, hoif nracb we ittiPt 
smarted for want of attending to <Nir deloEli: 
nineteen out of twenty of onr unartiag tinN% 
arise from this cause. 

In counteracting our defectt, however, we 
should be cautious not to blunder by imita^ 
tion of others. There are such men in die 
world as Saint-Errants. One of these meo 
takes up the history of Ignatius Loyola ; and 
nothing seems worthy of his endeavours, hot 
to be just such a man in all the extravagwi" 
cies of his character and conduct. We should 
search till we find where our character faik, 
and then amend it — not attempt to become 
another man. 

A wise man, who is seriously concerned to 
learn the truth respecting himself, will not 
spurn it even from a fool. The great men, 
who kept fools in their retinue, learnt moie 
truth from them than from their companions.^ 
A real telf-obterver w\\\ tuk ^VmObay tb^ is 
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any trtith io what the fool says of him. Nay, 
a truth, that may be uttered in envy or auger, 
nrill not lose its weight with him. The man, 
who is determined to find happiness, must 
bear to have it even beaten into him. No 
man ever found it by chance, or '' yawned it 
into being with a wish," When I was young, 
my mother had a servant whose conduct I 
thought truly wise. A man was faired to 
brew ; and this servant was to watch his 
method, in order to learn his art. In the 
course of the process, something was done 
which she did not understand. She asked 
him, and he abused her with the vilest epi- 
thets for her ignorance and stupidity. My 
mother asked her when she related it, how 
she bore such abuse. " I would be called," 
said she, '' worse names a thousand times, for 
the sake of the information which I got out 
of him." 

If a man would seriously set himself to this 
work, he must retire from the crowd. He 
most not live in a bustle. If he is always 
driving through the business of the day, he 
will be so in harness as not to observe the 
road he is going. 

He must place perfect standards before his 
eyes. Every man has his favourite notions ; 
and, therefore, no man is a proper standard. 
The perfect standard is oniv to be found in 
Scripture. Elijah meets Anab, and holds up 
the perfect standard before his eyes, till he 



shrinks into himself.* I have found 
benefit iu being sickened and disgustec 
the false standards of men. I turn, 
stronger convictions, 10 the perfect stai 
of God's Word. 

He should also commune with his oton 
upon his lied — " How did I fall, at such oi 
a time, into my peculiar humours ! Hai 
other man done so, I should have loi 
patience with him." 

Above all, he must raatie his defects D 
of constant prayer — Search me, O Goo 
know my heart : try me, and know my iKo\ 
And see if there he any wicked way in m* 
lead me in the way everlasting. 

Mkn are to be estimated, as Johnson saj 
the MASS OF CHARACTER. A block C 
may have a grain of silver, but still it i 
and a block of silver may have an all 
tin, but still it is silver. The mass of El 
character was excellence ; yet he wa: 
without the alloy. The mass of Jehu's 
racter was base : yet he had a portion oi 
which was directed by God to great 
Bad men are made the same use of as 
folds : they are employed as means to 
a building, and then are taken down an 
slroyed. 

We must make great allowance for con 

• IKinii, iviii. 17,&f. 
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tioD. I could name a man, who, though a 
good man, is more unguarded in his tongue 
than many immoral persons: shall I condemn 
him ? be breaks down here, and almost here 
onlv. On the other hand, many are so mild 
ana gentle, as to make one wonder how such 
a character could be formed without true 
grace entering into its composition. 

God has given to every man a peculiar con^ 
stitution. No man is to say, ''1 am such or 
such a man, and I can be no other — such or 
such is my Vay, and I am what God made 
ine." This is true, in a sound sense ; but, in 
an unsound sense, it has led men foolishly 
and wickedly to charge their eccentricities, 
and even their crimes, on God. It is every 
man's duty to understand his own constitu- 
tion ; and to apply to it the rein or the spur, 
as it may need. All men cannot do, nor 
ought they to do, all things in the same way, 
nor even the same things. But there are 
common points of duty, on which all men of 
all habits are to meet. The free horse is to 
be checked, perhaps, up-hill, and the sluggish 
one to be urged : but the same spirit, which 
would have exhausted itself before, shows 
itself probably in resistance down hill, when 
he feels the breeching press upon him behind 
— ^but he must be whipped out of his resist- 
ance* 



There is a large class of Christian^i who 
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want dlscriminadon itt tttUiam'* Tbej- Nk 
sound and excellent neay^rWil tlicjr ai« m 
men of deep experience. ;Vhnr'are'iieC am 
of Owen% GUpin'i, Rntlieflbrd^-Adhfa*%'« 
Brainerd** scbooK They Imve m geiieral^ Imi 
not a minute acquaintancei liitir the ^oiekft 
between Sin and Grace in ikie bemrc ' I iiiie 
learnt not ta bring deeply exbtrimental^^feib- 
jects before sncb persons. They cantiet ai^ 
derstand them, bat are likely to be diitreful 
by them. This difference between pendot'il 
genuine piety arises -from e6t»dt«lioiH-iOif 
from the manner in whicb -the -gr ac e 61 OH 
first met them— or from the- pacnre and di^ 
gree of temptation dirovgh which Ood taM 
led them. A mind ftnely constitntedv or ef 
strong passions-— a mind roused Id'Hs sioi^ 
rather than one drawn insensibly-^— amind 
trained in a severe school for high services- 
is generally the subject of this deeply interior 
acquaintance with religion. 

There is a great diversity of character 
among real Christians. Edncation, Cohsti- 
tution, and Circumstances will fully explain 
this diverdty. 

He has seen but little of life, who does not 
discern every where the effects of education 
on men's opinions and habits of thinking. 
Two children bring out of the nursery that, 
which displays itself throughout their lives. 
And who is the man, that can rise above hi$ 
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dispensation, and can say, '^ You have been 
teaching me nonsense f" . 

As to CONSTITUTION — look at Martin Lu- 
ther : we may see the man every day : his 
eyes, and nose, and month attest his charac- 
ter. Look at Melancthon : he is like a snail 
with his couple of horns : he puts out his 
horns and feels — and feels — and feels. No 
education could have rendered these two men 
alike. Their difference began in the womb. 
Luther dashes in saying his things i Melanc- 
tlioD must go round about — he must consider 
what the Greek says, and what the Syriac 
says. Some men are born minute men- 
lexicographers— of a German character; they 
will hunt through libraries to rectify a sylla- 
ble. Other men are born keen as a razor : 
they have a sharp, severe, strong acumen : 
they cut every thing to pieces : their minds 
are like a case of instruments; touch which 
you will, it wounds ; they cnicify a modest 
man. Such men should aim at a right know- 
ledge of character. If they attained this, they 
would find out the sin that easily besets them. 
The greater the capacity of such men, the 
greater their cruehy. They ought to blunt 
their instruments. They ought to keep them 
in a case. Other men are ambitious — fond 
of power : pride and power give a velocity 
to their motions. Others are born with a 
quiet, retiring mind. Some are naturally 
fierce, and others naturally mild and placable. 
Men often take to themselves great credit for 
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■what they owe entirely lo nature. If we 
would judge rightly, we should see that nar- 
rowness or expansion of miud, niggardliness 
or generosity, delicacy or boldness, have lesE 
of merit or demerit than we commonly assign 
to them. 

Circumstances, also, are not sufficiently 
taken into the account, when we estimate cha- 
racter. For example — we generally censure 
the Reformers and Puritans as dogmaticalf 
morose, systematic men. Bu(, it is easier to 
walk on a road, than to form that road- 
Other men laboured, and we have entered into 
their labovra. In a fine day, 1 can walk 
abroad ; but, in a rough and stormy day, 1 
should find It another thing to turn coachmaa 
and dare all weathers. These men had to 
bear the burden and heat of the day : they 
had to fight against hard times : they had lo 
staiid up against learning and power. Their 
times were not like ours: a man may now 
think what he will, and nobody cares what 
he thinks. A man of that school was, of 
course, stiff, rigid, unyielding. Tuckney was 
such a man : Whichcot was for smoothing 
things, and walking abroad. We see circum- 
stances operating in many other ways. A 
Minister unmarried, and the same maa mar- 
ried, are very different men. A minister in 
a small parish, and the same man in a large 
sphere where his sides are spurred and goad- 
ed, are very different men. A Minister on 
tenter-hooks — harassed — schooled, and die 
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same man nursed— cherished — put into a hot- 
house, are very different men. Some of us 
are hot-house plants. We grow tall : not 
better — not stronger. Talents are among the 
circumstances which form the diversity of 
character. A man of talents feels his own 
powers, and throws himself into that line 
which he can pursue with most success. Sau- 
rin felt that be could flourish — lighten — thun- 
der—enchant like a magician. Every one 
should seriously consider, how far his talents 
and turn of mind and circumstances drive him 
otit of the right road. It is an easy thing for 
a man of vigour to bring a quiet one before 
his bar : and it is as easy for this quiet man 
to condemn the other : yet both may be real- 
ly pious men — serving God with their best 
powers. Every man has his peculiar gift of 
Ood; one after this manner j and the other aj- 
ti€T thai. 




FALLEN NATURE OF 1 



I SEEM to acquire little new kaowled) 
aay subject, compared to that whicb I ai 
concerning man. This subject is inexl 
ible. 1 have lately read Colquhoun's Tt 
on the "Police of the Metropolis," and 
ruel's " Memoirs of Jacobinism." Wh 
preachers draw pictures of liuman nati 
the pulpit, we are told that we calumui 
Calumniate it! — Let such censurers read 
writers, and confess that we are novi< 
painting the vices of ihe heart. All of i 
to make discoveries of the evils of the 
— not of its virtues. All our uew know 
of human nature is occupied with its e\ 

Bahtmolomew Fair is one of the mot 
feet exhibitions of unrestrained human i 
in the whole world. The Monkey, th 
ger, the Wolf, the Hog, and the Goat, a 
only to be found in their own, but in ti 
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fierce. Passing through a Fair in a country 
town, I witnessed a most instructive scene. 
Two withered, weather-beaten wretches were 
standing at the door of a show-cart, and re- 
ceiving two-pences from sweet, innocent, rud- 
dy country girls, who paid their money, and 
dropped their courtsies ; while these wretches 
smiled at their simplicity, and clapped them 
on the back as they entered the door. What 
a picture this of Satan ! He sets off his shows, 
and draws in heedless creatures, and takes 
from them every thing they have good about 
them ! There was a fellow dressed out as a 
laoy, with a hump back and a hump belly, a 
lengthened nose, and a lengthened chin. To 
what a depth of degradation must human 
nature be sunk to seek such resources ! I de- 
rived more instruction from this scene, than I 
could have done from many elaborate theo- 
logical treatises. 

View man on whatever side we can — in his 
sensualities, or in his ferocities — in the sins of 
his flesh, or in the sins of his spirit : — catch 
him when and where you will — his condition 
is deplorable. While he is sunk in the mass 
himself, he has no perception of his state : 
but, when he begins to emerge, he looks down 
with amazement. He sees but little, how- 
ever, of its abomination; because he has still 
an affinity with the evil. 

Human nature is like the sea, which gains 
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by the flow of the tide in one place, wb 
has lost by the ebb in another. A man 
acquiesce in the method which God tak 
mortify his pride; but he is in dangt 
growing proud of the inortificatioD : ai) 
in other cases. 



Oir THE 

NEED OF GRACE, 



Thers is something so remarkable in the 
genius and spirit of the Gospel, that it is not 
o be understood by any force of speculation 
ind investigation ! Baxter attempted this 
nethod, and found it vain. The state of the 
leart has the chief influence, in the search after 
ruth. Humility, contrition, simplicity, sane- 
ity — these arc the handmaids of the under- 
tanding in the investigation of religion. 

low is it that some men labour in divine 
hings night and day, but labour in vain f 
low is it that men can turn over the Bible 
rom end to end, to support errors and here- 
ies — absurdities and blasphemies.'^ They take 
lot the SPIRIT with the word. A spiritual 
mderstanding must be given — a gracious 
perception — a right taste. 

* A VERY extraordinary thing" said one, "if 
, who have read the Bible over and over in 
he original languages — have studied it day 
ind night — and have written criticisms and 
lomments on it : a very extraordinary thing 
hat I should not be able to discover that 
neaning in the Scriptures, which is said to 
)e so plain that a way-faring man t^ougjk a 

15 
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fool shall not err in discuvering it !" A 
it is extraordinary till we open this I 
and there we see the fact explained. Th' 
tvho approaches the word of God in hi: 
wisdom, shall not iind what the fool sha 
cover uader the leaching of divine wis 
For it is written, I will destroy the vrisa 
the toise, and will bring to nothing the t 
standing of the prudent — and Qod hati 
sen the foolish things of the world to con 
the wise. 

God, in his Providence, seems to mpke 
account of the measures and contrivaa 
men, in accomplishing his designs. H 
do the work, and his hand will be seen i 
doing of it. We are obliged to wait fc 
tide. When that flows, and the wind s 
fair, let us hoist the sails. When the tic 
left a ship on the hc-ach, an array may at 
to move it in vain ; but, when she is fl 
by the water, a small force moves her. 
must wait for openings in Providenct 
this light I view the darkness of the He 
World. Let us follow every apparent 
ing of Providence, in our endeavours to 
municate light to the Heathen; but, stil 
opening and the whole work must be of 
Thousands, indeed, hear the Gospel, wh 
no more impressed by it than though 
were Heathens. The minds of some 
will stand as it were a regular blockade 
,v^ yield to a side-blow — sit unchangei 
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der a seaorching ministryi aad yet fall beneath 
a casual word. I know such cases. We 
might accdnnt, indeedi for them, in some mea- 
sure, as philosophen. The rnind^ which 
plants itself against and repels the formal 
and avowed attacks of the preacher, may be 
surprised by a hint addressed, perhaps, to 
another : yet, after all, the whole work is of 
God. We may make very little, therefore, 
of the vehicle. The Gospel — the wants of 
men-^the indisposition of the heart — and the 
migbtv power of God — are always and uni- 
versally the same. By whatever vdiicle God 
conveys that mighty energy, which disposes 
man to find the relief of his wants in the Gos- 
pel, HE still is the worker. It is a divine 
operation of God's Holy Spirit. If God 
would raise up Heathen Princes with the spi- 
rit of Peter the Great or Kouli Khan, and 
send them forth under the powerful influence 
of Christianity to proselyte their subjects, we 
BUgfat expect the end to be accomplished : 
but this is a scheme suited to our littleness, 
and not to Him, whose thoughts are not as our 
thoughts^ and whose ways are not as our ways, 

A isABY proposed to me a case, which seemed 
to her to decide against those views of reli- 
gion called evangelical. She knew a most 
amiable girl, who was respectful and atten- 
tive to her parents, and engaging and lovely 
to all connected with her: who had, however, 
no objection to seeing a play ; and had cer- 
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lainly nothing of that, which she knew I 
sh'>i>ld mil religion: hut she asked if I could 
believe that God would condemn Euch a cha- 
rarler to everlasting misery. Many persons 
vii-w Ihiiigs lu this way. They set themselves 
up to dictate to God what should be done, on 
pi'ints which he only can determine. If these 
pcrsous are ever cured of this evil, it must 
probably be in some such way as that by 
which it pleased God to teach Job. Job 
could assert his integrity and his character 
ac:aiDst the arguments of bis friends ; but, 
when God asked Where wasi thou, when I 
laid ike foundation of the earth ? Job pros- 
trf'tes his soul with this declaraiioa — / have 
heard of thee mth the hearing of the ear, but 
now mine eye seetk thee. Wherefore I abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 

Every thinking man will look round faim, 
ivhen he reflects on his situation in this world; 
and will ask, "What will meet my case? 
What is it that 1 want? What will satisfy me' 
1 look at the rich — and I see Ahab, in the 
midst of all his riches, sick at heart for a gar- 
den of herbs! I sec Dives, after all his wealth, 
lifting up his eyes in hell, and begging for a 
drop of water to cool the rage of his sufier- 
ings ! I see the Rich fool summoned away, 
in the very moment when he was ejculting in 
his hoards! Ifl look at the wise — I see So- 
lomon, with all his wisdom, acting like a fool; 
aad 1 know, that, ifl possessed all bis wis- 
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dom, were I left to myself I should act as 
he did. I see Ahithophel, with all his po- 
licy, hanging himself for vexation ! If I turn 
to men of pluasurs-^I see that the very sum 
of all pleasure is, that it is Satan's bed into 
which he casts his slavesi I see Esau selling 
his birth right for a mess of pottage ! I see 
Solomon, after all his enjo3rments, leaving his 
aame a scandal to the Church to the latest 
affel If I think of honour — take a walk in 
Westminster Abbey — there is an end to all 
inqtiiry. There I walk among the mighty 
dead ! There is the winding up of human glo- 
ry ! And what remains of the greatest men 
of my country ? — A boasting epitaph ! None 
of these things, then, can satisfy me ! I must 
meet death — ^I must meet judgment — I must 
meet God — ^I must meet Eternity! 
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OCCASIONS OF 

AGAINST CHRISTIANITY 

The cause of enmity against real Christianity 
i$ in the heart. The angel Gabriel mighl 
exhibit the truth, but the heart would rise in 
enmity. To suppose that there is any waj 
of preaching the Cross so as not to olTend thf 
world, is to know nothing of the subject. 

There are many occasions, however, ofcall- 
ing forth this enmity. Any man, who should 
bleed me, would put me lopain; but he would 
greatly aggravate my pain, if he rudely tort 
my sUin. Occasions may render the recep- 
tion of that truth morally impossible, which, 
under the most favourable circumstances, is 
received with difficulty. 

lo.NORANCc, in Ministers, is an occasion ol 
exciting enmity against Christianity. A man 
may betray ignorance on almost every sub- 
ject, except the way of salvation. But ii 
others see him to be a fool off his own ground, 
they will think him a fool on that ground. 
It is a great error to rail against Human 
Learning, so as (o imply an undervaluing ol 
Knowledge. A man may have litde of whal 
is called learning, but he must have know- 
ledge. Bunyan was such a man. 

Religious profession was, at first, a con- 
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FLiCT — a SACRIFICE : DOW it is become a 
TR^DE. The world sees this spirit pervade 
maoy men : and it is a great occasion of en* 
mity. Men of learning and character have 
confirmed this impression : they have brought 
out this mischief, and exhibited it to the 
world. Let any man look into Warburton's 
" Doctrine of Grace," and he may sit down 
and wonder that God should suffer such oc^ 
casions of enmity to arise. 

Fanatical times furnish another occa- 
sion. The days of Cromwell, for instance. 
The great enemy of godliness will never want 
instruments to make the best of such subjects 
erf* ridicule. As long as such a book as But- 
ler's Hudibras is in the world, it will supply 
occasions of enmity against real religion. 

An UNHQLY, insolent professor of re- 
ligion occasions enmity. He scorns and iti-' 
suits mankind. His spirit is such as to give 
them occasion of contemning the truth which 
he professes. The world will allow some 
men to call it to account : they will feel a 
weight of character in a holy and just man. 

Eccentricity, in religions men, is another 
occasion of enmity. Ask an eccentric man 
a question : he will stare in your face and 
look very spiritual. I knew one of these men 
who called out to a farmer as he was passing, 
" Farmer ! what do you know of Jesus 
Christ.'*" Much spiritual pride lurks under 
this conduct. There is want of breeding 
«ind good sense. The world is led to form 



J 76 SEHAIKS. 

wroogasiotiatioQsby such characters: "Re- 
ligion makts a man a fool, or mad : thereloR 
1 will nut become religious." 

Isjyi>icioi:s rREACHiNo increases the of- 
Teiice of the Cross. Strange interpretation! 
of Scripture — ludicrons comparisons — silly 
stories — lalkiug withoal thinkiag : — these are 
occasions of enmity. 

The LOOSE ASU IMDISCBEET CONDUCT of 

Professing Christiaus, particularly of Minis- 
ters, is another occasion. The world looki 
at ministers, out of the pulpit, to know wbai 
tliey mean when in it. 

An OSTENTATIOUS spjRiT io a professor 
of religion does great injury — that giving 
OKl that he it iomc great one. Even a child 
will often detect this spirit, when we think oa 
one discovers it. 

The MANNER OF CONDUCTING THE DEVO- 
TIONAL FART or PUBLIC SERVICE IS some- 
times offensive. It is as much as to say, " We 
mean nothing iy this service.* Have patience, 
and you shall hear me !" 

Slighting the offence of ik&egula- 
iirrr has done much harm. It was a wise 
reply of a Spanish Minister to his King; 
"Omit this affair: it is but a Ceremony!" 
— " A Ceremony ! Why ihe King is a Cere- 
Good men have given occasion of offence 

liy HJUNTAIMINO SUSPICIOUS CONNECTIOHS. 
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ere is a wide difference between ray not 
'assing and exposing a doubtful character, 
1 my endorsing and authenticating him. 

UONTEMPT OF MEN's PREJUDICES dP EDIT- 

riON will offend. It was not thus with 
Paul : lam made aU things to all meuj that 
ight by all means save some. 

\. WANT OF THE SPIRIT OF THE CROSS IN 

PROFESSORS increases the offence of the 
ss — that humility, patience, and love to 
Is, which animated Christ when he offered 
iself on the Cross for the sins of the world. 
These are some of the stumbling-blocks in 
way of the world. And wo unto the worlds 
s our Lord, because of offences ! for it must 
is be that offences come^ but wo unto him by 
)m the offence cometh ! Every man, who is 
lous for the diffusion of true religion^ 
uld keephi^ eye on all occasions of offence, 
:e religion, of itself and in'its own native 
uty, has to encounter the natural enmity of 
degenerate heart. 



RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT. 

It is difficult to speak on the subject of beli- 
Gious RETiBEHENT. 1 am lully persuaded 
that most religious tradesmen are defective 
in thia duty, those especially in this great 
city. I tell every ooe oftliem so with whom 
1 am intimately acquainted, and they all coo- 
test tfae point with me. 

Yet there are some considerations, which, in 
my own private judgment concerning tfae 
thing, lead me to think that the religion of a 
great city is to be viewed in an aspect of its 
own, 1 say not this to those men whom I 
see endangered by the spirit of such a place- 
Give them an inch, and they will take an ell. 
Rut 1 learn from it to aim at possibilities, and 
not to bend the bow till it breaks. 

1 say, every where and tg all — " Yoit mutt 
hold intercourse with God, or your soul will 
die. You must walk with God, or Satan will' 
walk with you. You must grow in grace, or 
you m\\ lose it : and you cannot do this, but by 
appropriating to this object a due portion of 
your time, and diligently employing suitable 
means." But, having said this, I leave it. I 
cannot limit and define to such men the exact 
way in which they must apply these princi- 

?ies, but the principles themselves I insist on. 
Vliat I ought to do myself under my circum- 
^anccs, 1 know ; and what I ought to do 
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were I in trade, I seem now to know : but 
what I really should do were I in trade, I 
know not; and, because I know it not, I am 
afraid, in telling another man precisely how 
be ongbt to apply this principle, that I should 
act hypocritically and pharisaically. Stated 
seasons of retirement ought to be appointed 
and religiously observed, but the time and the 
measure of this retirement must be left to a 
man's own judgment and conscience. 

I am restrained from dogmatizing on this 
subject, by reflecting on the sort of religion 
which seems in fact to be best suited to human 
nature itself; and especially to human nature 
harassed, worried, loaded, and urged as it is 
in this great city. 

But I am restrained also by another con- 
sideration. — Difierence of character seetns to 
stamp a holy variety on the operation of re- 
lirious principle. Some men live in a spirit 
of prayer, who are scarcely able to fix them- 
selves steadily to the solemn act of prayer. 
Oar characters are so much our own, that if 
a man were to come into my family in order 
to form himself on my model, and to imitate 
me for a month, it might seriously injure him. 
I have a favourite walk of twenty steps in 
my study and chamber : that walk is my ora^ 
tory : but if another man were obliged to walk 
as be prayed, it is yery probable he could not 
pray at all. 

In defining the operation of religious prin- 
ciple, I am afraid^of becoming an Alfaecc 
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found in nature. I am afraid of reducio 
variety, which, to a certain degree, m; 
of God's own forming, to my notion of 
fection. '^ You must maintain and cul 
a spirit of devotion" — I say to all : " h 
ye judges, as conscientious men, of the 
ticular means suited to your circumstar 

The SPIRIT of devotion should be our 
aim. We are, indeed, buried in sense, 
cannot possibly attain or improve this s 
but by proper means ; yet these mean 
to be adapted and varied to charactei 
situation. 

*^ 1 MUST walk with God. In some w 
other, whatever be my character or pi 
sion, I MUST acquire the holy habit of 
necting every thing that passes in my I 
and affairs, with God. If sickness or h 
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of God in my view. If I have any affair to 
transact with another, I must pray that God 
would be with us in that affair, lest we should 
blander, and injure and ruin each other."--- 

This is the language of a real Christian. 
Bat, instead of such a spirit as this among 
the great body of tradesmen professing them- 
selves religious — what do we see but a driv- 
ing, impetuous pursuit of the world !-— and^ 
in this pursuit, not seldom — mean, low, sus« 
picious, yea immoral practices ! 

Tet I once went to a friend for the express 

furpose of calling him out into the world, 
said to him—-" It is your duty to accept the 
loan of ten thousand pounds, and to push 
yourself forward into an ampler sphere." 
out he was a rare character : and his case 
was rare. His employers had said, " We are 
ashamed you should remain so long a servant 
in our house, with the whole weight of affairs 
on you. We wish you to enter as a principal 
with us, and will advance you ten thousand 
pounds. It is the custom of the city— it is 
your due — we are dissatisfied to see you in 
your present sphere." I assured him that it 
appeared to me to be his duty to accede to 
the proposal. But I did not prevail. He 
said*—'' Sir I have often heard from you that 
it is no easy thing to get to heaven. I have 
often heard from you that it is no easy thinr 
to master the world. I have every tiling I 
wish. More would encumber me-^increase 
my difficultie8-—ftnd endanger me." 

16 
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II hi— ^ Oto s IvKC cawpw^, he will InfC 
noditoilo: ifiaio a cmspany of Cfantiim, 
be win fed Enk iaunn : if iaio a MMlkT 
cooipcn CBfaged id r«Jig>OBS eirrcises, he 
will &« Hill len : bm if caktn iato a closet 
aiid rorced to medilaie on God and £teniilv, 
Ihii Mill be insopporlable I 

Tbe spiritual maD h bom, as ii were, into 
a new world. He has a Dew taste. He m* 
rovrr lie tkingt of the Spirit. He tams to 
(lod, as tbe tieedie to tbe pole. 

Tbii is a sabjeci of wbich inaay can nn- 
der!«tafid btil itille. They nam spiritual tasle. 
Nay they account it eiithuiia^m. Bisbop 
llur^Icy will go all die way niih ChristiaDi 
ttuo tbeir principles: but be thinks tbe feel- 
itiv'i and desires of a spiritual miad eatbusi- 
u^lical. 

There are variousCHARACTERiSTlCS 
of a Bpiriiual mind. 

Sicbr-LOATHiMG is a characieristic of sncb 
R mind. The axe is laid to the root of a 
vniu-gloriouv spirit. 

It maintains, too, a walk and contebsk 
WITH God. Enoch walked with God. There 
iia (ransaction between God a.\\d live spiritual 
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mind : if the man feels dead and heartless, 
that is matter of complaint to God. He looks 
to God for wisdom for the day-^for the hour 
— ^for the business in hand. 

A spiritual mind refers its affairs to 
God. " Let God's will be obeyed by me in 
this affair! His way may differ from that 
which I should choose : but let it be so ! 
Surdffj I have behaved and quieted myself as a 
child thai is weaned of his mother : my soul is 
even as a weaned child.^^ 

A spiritual mind has something of the na- 
ture of the SENSITIVE-PLANT. " I shall smart 
if I touch this or that." There is a holy 
shrinking away from evil. 

A spiritual mind enjoys, at times, the in- 
flux OF A HOLY JOY AND SATISFACTION, 

which surprises even itself. When bereaved 
of creature-comforts, it can sometimes find 
such a repose in Christ and his promises, that 
the man can say, ^' Well ! it is enough : let 
God take from me what else he pleases!" 

A spiritual mind is a mortified mind. 
The Church of Rome talks much of morti- 
fication, but her mortification is not radical 
and spiritual. Simon Stylites will willingly 
mortify himself on his pillar, if he can bring 
people around him to pray to him to pray 
for them. But the spiritual mind must mor- 
tify itself in whatever would retard its ascent 
toward heaven : it must rise on the wings of 
faith) and hope, and love. 

A spiritual mind is an iwoTi^xiOTs^ xcvvcA. 
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There is a sort of hypocrisy in us all. We 
are not quite stripped of all disguise. One 
man wraps round him a covering of one kind, 
and another of another. They, who think 
they do not this, yet do it though they know 
it not. 

Yet this spiritual mind is a sublime mind. 
It has a vast and extended view. It has seen 
the glory and beauty of Christ, and cannot 
therefore admire the goodly buildings of the 
Temple : as Christ, says Fenelon, had seen 
his Father's House, and could not therefore 
be taken with the glory of the earthly struc- 
ture ! 

I would urge young persons, when they 
are staggered by the conversation of people 
of the world, to dwell on the characteristics 
of a spiritual mind. ^' If yon cannot answer 
their arguments, yet mark their spirit : and 
mark what a contrary spirit that is which you 
are called to cultivate." 

There are various MEANS of maintaining 
and promoting a spiritual mind. Beware of 
saying concerning this or that evil. Is it not 
a little one ? Much depends on mortifying tbc 
body. There are silent marches which the 
flesh will steal on us : the temper is too apt 
to rise : the tongue will let itself loose : the 
imagination, if liberty is given to it, will hurry 
us away. Vai!i company will injure the mind: 
carnal professors of religion especially will 
Jower its tone : v^e e^vcbi ^ contagion from 
such men. MisempVo^jmeivX. ol <>3kv^ \^'nk^- 
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rious to the mind : when reflecting, in Illness, 
on my past years, I have looked back with 
self-reproach on days spent in my study : I 
was wading through history, and poetry, and 
monthly journals ; but I was in my study * 
Another man's trifling is notorious to all ob- 
servers : but what am 1 doing? Nothing, per- 
haps, that has a reference to the spiritual 
good of my congregation ! I do not speak 
against a chastised attention to literature, but 
the abuse of it. Avoid all idleness : Exercise 
thyself unto godliness: plan for God. Beware 
oi temptation : the mind, which has dwelt on 
ftinful objects, will be in darkness for days. 
Associate with spiritually-minded men : the 
very sight of a good man, though he says 
nothing, will refresh the soul. Contemplate 
Christ : be much in retirement and prayer : 
study the honour and glory of your Master. 



DECLENSION IN RELIGION. 



A Christian may decline far in religion, 
without being suspected. He may maintain 
appearances. Every thing seems to others 
to go on well. He suspects himself; for it 
requires great labour to maintain appear- 
ances ; especially in a Minister. Discerning 
hearers will, however, often detect such de- 
clensions. He talks over his old matters. 
He says his things, but in a cold and unfeel- 
ing manner. He is sound, indeed, in doc- 
trine ; perhaps more sound than before ; for 
lliere is a great tendency to soundness of doc- 
trine, when appearances are to be kept up in 
a declining stale of the heart. 

Where a man hag real grace, it may be 
part of a dispensation toward him that he is 
suffered to decline. He walked carelessly. 
He was left to decline, that he might be 
brouglil to feel his need of vigilance. If he 
is indulging a besetting sin, it may please 
God to expose him, especially if he is a high- 
spirited man, that he may hang down his head 
:is long as be lives. He acted thus toward 
David and Hesekiah. But this is pulling 
down, in order to build up again. 

The CAUSES of a decline in religion 
should be remarked : — 

The wosLD has always much to do in reli- 
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^ous declension. A Minister is tempted, per- 
>iaps, to sacrificje every thing to a name. If 
my APPETITE is suffered to prevail, it will 
itnpify the mind : religion is an abstract and 
derated affair : The way of life is above to 
he wise^ to depart from heU beneath. Keep- 
ing ON GOOD TERMS WITH THOSE WHO RE- 
SPECT US, is a snare. A speculative turn 
)r MIND is a snare : it leads to that evU heart 
)f unbelief which departs from the Living God, 
^AiN confidence thinks himself in no dan- 
^r: he knows the trath : he can dispute for 
he truth : " What should we fear ?" Why, 
hat we have no fear. Tripling with con- 
iciENCE, is a snare : no man indulges himself 
any thing which his conscience tells him 
)ught not to be done, but it will at length 
rear away his spirituality of mind. 

The SYMPTOMS of a religious decline 
ire many : 

When a Minister begins to depart from 
Sod and to lose a spiritual mind he becomes 

^OND sometimes OF GENTEEL COMPANY, who 

an entertain him, and who know how to re- 
pect his character ! This genteel spirit is 
uspicious : it is associated with pride, and 
elicacy, and a love of ease : in short, it is 
he spirit of the world. It is the reverse of 
ondescending to mean things : it is the re* 
erse of the spirit of our Master. 
It is a symptom of decline, when a man 

'ill UNNECESSARILY EXPOSE THE IMPER- 
SCTIONS OF THE RELIGIOUS WORLD. '*Such 
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ji! a man," he will say, '^ is fond of pra 

i\ but he is fond of money." This is th< 

opposite spirit to that of St. Paul, who s 
even weeping of those who mind earthly t 

A VIOLENT SECTARIAN SPIRIT is a S! 

religious declension. Honest men stan< 
r*-^ for the vitals of religion. If the mind 

right, the circumstantials of religion 
not be made matters of fierce conte 
The spirit of St. Paul was of another 
I; If meat make my brother to offend^ I u 

r- it; ^0 meat while the world standeth lest I 

I V brother to offend — One believeth that I 

r> eat all things : another who is weak, 

herbs. Let not him^ that eateth^ despi 
that eateth not : and let not him^ which 
\\ not, judge him that eateth, 

^■' Aversion from reproof marks a s 

religious decline. The man cannot h 
have his state depicted, even in the ] 
He calls the preaching, which searche 
detects him, Arminian and legal. Hai 
found me, O mine enemy'? Wliy shoi 
quarrel with the truth ? If that truth i 
vered in its just proportions, his quai 
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He is unhumbled — boasting — stout-hearted. 
He is ready to censure every one but himself. 

Unnecessary occupation is another evi- 
dence of declension. Some men are unavoid- 
ably much engaged in the world : to such 
men God will give especial grace, if they 
seek it ; and they shall maintain a spirit of 
devotion even in the bustle and occupation of 
their afiairs. But some men toUl be rich, and 
therefore faU into temptation and a snare: 
they will have shops in different parts of the 
town ; ttrey say they do not feel this affect 
their religious state: but 1 cannot believe 
them: a man is declined from God before he 
enters on such schemes : a spiritual and de- 
voat man will generally find the business in 
which he is already engaged a sufficient snare. 

In short, the Symptoms may be this or that, 
but the disease is a dead palsy. Ephraim ! 
— A€ hath mixed himself^ among the people : 
Ephraim is a cake not turned^ Strangers have 
devoured his strength^ and he knoweth it not : 
yea, gray hairs are here and there upon him^ 
yet he knoweth it not. 



CHRISTIAN'S 

ASSOCIATING WITH IBIIELIGIOITS PEI 

FOR THEDt QOOD. 

Cbbiit ii an example to m of enterii 
mixed society. Bat our imitadoa i 
limiD mni t admit of restricdona. A 
man mni t avoid danger. If any one cc 
into society as Christ did, tiien let iir 
let him attend marriage-feasts and Phf 
houses. ^ 

Much depends on a Christian*! obi 
his call — the openings which Providei 
made before him. It is not enough 
that he frequents public company in oi 
retard the progress of evil. 

But, when in company of people 
world, we should treat them kindly an 
derly— -with feeling and compassion, 
should be assisted, if they are inclined 
ceive assistance. But if a Christian fal 
the society of a mere worldling, it mi 
like the meeting of two persons in rain- 
will part as soon as possible. If a man 
such company, it is an evil symptom. 

It is a Christian's duty to maintain s 
intercourse, if practicable, with his relt 
And he must duly appreciati: their s* 
If not religious, they c^iitkot &ee and fe< 
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his enjoyments: they accommodate 
elves to him, and he accommodates 
If to them. It is much a matter of ac- 
lodation on both sides. 

OID DISGUSTING SUCH FRIENDS UNNE- 

kRiLT. A precise man, for instance, 
be humoured. Tour friends set down 
religion, perhaps, as a case of humour. 
LTiTATE GOOD SENSE. If your frieuds 
ive you weak in any part of your views 
conduct, they will think you weak in 
religion. 
oiD VAIN JANGLING. There is a dispo- 

in such friends to avoid important and 
ing truth. If you will converse with 
on the subject of religion, they will often 
vour to draw you on to such points as 
stination. They will ask you what you 

of the salvation of infants and of the 
en. All this is meant to throw out the 
question. 

[ZE FAVOURABLE 0CCAftI0NS-^410t Only 

moUia Umpora fandif^ but when public 
cters and public events furnish occasions 
3fi table reflection, 
ing before your friends the extreme 

MSHNESS OF A SINFUL STATE. Treat 

ily amusements as puerile things, Peo- 
r the world are sick at heart of their 
pleasures. 



4 



CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 



It belongs to our very relation to God, to set 
apart a portion of our time for his service : 
but, as il might liave been difficult for con- 
science to determine what that portion should 
be, God has prescribed it : and the ground 
of the observance remains the same, whether 
tbe remembrance of God's resting from his 
work, or any other reason, be assigned as the 
more immediate cause. 

The Jewish Sabbath was partly of political 
institution, and partly of moral obligation. 
So far as it was a political appointment, de- 
signed to preserve tbe Jews distinct from other 
nations, it is abrogated : so far as it was of 
moral obligation, it remains in force. 

Our Lord evidently designed to relax the 
(Strictness of the observance. Christianity is 
not a hedge placed round a peculiar people. 
A slave might enter into the spirit of Chris- 
tianily, though obliged to work as a slave ou 
the Sabbath : he might be tn the Spirit on 
the Lord's Day, though in the mines of Pat- 
Difficulties often arise in respect to the ob- 
servance of tbe Sabbath, i tell conscientious 
persons, " If you have the spirit of Chris- 
Tnuity, and are in an employment contrary 
to Christianity, you will labour to escape from 
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it, and God will open your way." If such a 
man's heart be right, he will not throw him- 
self out of his employment the first day he 
fiuspects himself to be wrong, but he will pray 
and wait till his way shall be opened before 
him. 

Christ came not to abolish the Sabbath, 
bat to explain and enforce it, as he did the 
rest of the Law. Its observance was no where 
positively enjoined by him, because Christi- 
anity was to be practicable, and was to go into 
all nations : and it goes thither stripped of its 
precise and various circumstances. I was in 
the Spirit on the Lord^s Day, seems to be the 
sold of the Christian Sabbath. 

In this view of the day, a thousand frivolous 
questions concerning its observance would be 
answered. " What can I do ?" says one : I 
answer, '< Do what true servants of God will 
do. Bend not to what is wrong. Be in the 
Spirit. God will help you." 

In short, we are gomg to spend a Sabbath 
in Eternity. The Christian will acquire as 
much of the Sabbath spirit as he can. And, 
in proportion to a man's real piety in every 
age of the Church, he will be found to have 
been a diligent observer of the Sabbath-Day. 
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unusual to see such a mind unbiassed 
its actings. Ood has given this sonndn 
mind but to few ; and a very small num 
those few escape the bias of some pn 
tion, perhaps habitually operating ; anc 
are, at all times and perfectly, free. 1 
«aw this subject forcibly illustrated. A v 
maker told me that a gentleman had ] 
exquisite watch into his hands, that wi 
regularly. It was as perfect a piece of 
as was ever made. He took it to piecf 
put it together again twenty times. No 
ner of defect was to be discovered, an 
the watch went intolerably. At last it i 
him, that, possibly, the balance-wheel 
have been near a magnet. On applj 
needle to it, he found his suspicion true, 
was all the mischief. The steel work 
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of conviction and resolution. The first step 
to¥^rd its eradication, is the persevering ha- 
bit of presenting it to the mind in its true 
colours. 



If a man will look at most of his prejudices, 
he will find that they arise from his field of 
view being necessarily narrow, like the eye of 
the fly. He can have but little better notions 
of the whole scheme of things, as has been 
well said, than a fly on the pavement of St. 
Paul's Cathedral can have of the whole struc- 
ture. He is ofiended, therefore, by inequali- 
ties, which are lost in the grand design. This 
persuasion will fortify him against many in- 
jurious and troublesome prejudices. 

JuflT judgment depends on the simplicity and 
the strength of the mind. The eye which 
conveys a perfect idea of the scene to the 
mind, must be unclouded and strong. If the 
mental eye be not single, the judgment will 
be warped by sinne little, mean, and selfish 
interests ; and, if it be not capable of a wide 
and distant range, the decision will be partial 
and imperfect. For example : a man, with 
either of these failings, will be likely to blind 
his eyes from the conviction, that would dart 
on him, when he places a son or a friend i • 
any sphere of influence, because he is hi» 
son or his friend ; when a single or a strong 
eye would show him, that the interests of Re 
ligion and Truth required liim to prefer some 
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other person. The mind must be raised 
above the petty interests aod atTatrs of life, 
and pursue supremely tlie glory of God and 
the Church. 

Some minds are so diseased, that they can we 
an affair only in thai light, in which passion 
or predilection first presented it, or as it ap- 
pears on the surface. The essence, the truth 
of the thing, which must give character to the 
whole, and on wiiich all just decision must 
depend, may lie beneath the surface, and may 
be a nice affair. But such minds cannot ea- 
ter into it. It is as though I should try In 
convince such persons — allowing me that ibe 
pineal gland is the seat of the soul — that how- 
ever fair and perfect the form, the man wanted 
the essence of his being, in wanting that ap- 
parently iusigniiicant part of his body. Such 
men would say, " Here is a striking and per- 
fect form — all parts are harmonious — life aoi- 
tnates the frame — the machine plays admira- 
bly — what has this Utile, insignificant member 
to do with h?" Add yet this is the eseemial 
and characterizing part of the man. 

Evert man has a pecuhar turn of mind, 
which ^ves a colouring and tinge to his 
thoughts. I have particularly detected this 
in myself with respect to public affairs. I 
have such an immediate view of God acting 
in them, that all the great men, who make 
.'^irch a noise and hustle on the scene, seem to 
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me like so many mere puppets. God is mov- 
ing them all, to effect His own designs. They 
cannot advance a step, whither He does not 
lead: nor stand a moment, where He does not 
place them. Now this is a view of things, 
which it is my privilege to take as a Chris- 
tian. But the evil lies here. I dwell so much 
on the view of the matter, to which the turn 
of my mind leads me, that I forget sometimes 
the natural tendencies of things. God uses 
all things, but not so as to destroy their na- 
tural tendencies. They are good or evil, 
according to their own nature ; not according 
to the use which He makes of them. 



TThc mind has a constant tendency to con- 
form itself to the sentiments and cast of think- 
ing with which it is chiefly conversant, either 
among books or men. If the influence re- 
main undetected, it grows soon into an in- 
veterate habit of obliquity. Even if it be 
detected, it is the most difficult thing in the 
world to bring back the mind to the standard, 
especially if there be any thing in its consti- 
tution which assimilates itself to the error. I 
was once much in the habit of reading the 
mystical writers : a book of Dr. Owen's 
clearly convinced me that they erred : yet I 
found my mind ever inclining toward them, 
and winding round like the biassed bowl. I 
saw clearly the absurdity of the notions in 
their view of them, and yet I was ever talking 
of " self-annihilation," &c. : and ^m w<ii €nc«v 
now rid of them. 



CHARACTER OF ST. PAUL. 



1 DELIGHT to contemplate St. Paul as an ap- 
pointed pattern. Men might have questioned 
the propriety of urging on thera the example 
of Christ: tliey might have swd that we are 
necessarily Id dissimilar circumstances. But 
St. Paul stands up in like cases with ourselves 
— a model of ministerial virtues. 

We consider him, perhaps, in point of cha- 
racter, more the immediate subject of extrsr 
ordinary inspiration, than he was in realitT. 
And this mistake aflects our view of him in 
two different ways. 

We suppose, at one lime, that his virtues 
were so much the effect of extraordinary com- 
munications, that he is no proper model for 
us ; whereas he was no farther fitted to his 
circumstances than every Christian has war- 
rant to expect to be, so far as his circuni- 

At another time, perhaps, though we ac- 
knowledge and revere his distinguished cha- 
racter, yet our view of his virtues is exalted 
beyond due measure. We should remember, 
that, as he was fitted for his circumstances; 
so he was, in a great degree, made by them. 
Many men are, doubtless, executing their ap- 
poiiiied task in retirement and silence, who 
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would unfold a character beyond all expec- 
tation, if Providence were to lead them into 
a scene where the world rose up in arms, and 
they were sent forth into it under a clear con- 
viction of an especial mission. The history 
of the Church seems to show us that the ef- 
fiscts of grace, ordinary or extraordinary, have 
been the same in all ages. 

In speaking of St Paul, it has been usual to 
magnify his learning, among the many other 
great qualities which he possessed. That 
point seems never to have been satisfactorily 
made out. He was an educated Pharisee ; 
hot, farther than this, I think we cannot go. 
His quotations from the Greek Poets are not 
evidences of even a school boy's learning in 
oor day: for we forget, when we talk of them, 
that he was a Roman quoting Greek. Nor 
do I see any thing more in his famous speech 
in the Areopagus, so often produced as evi- 
dence on this subject, than the line of argu- 
ment to which a strong and energetic mind 
would lead him. If we talk of his talents, 
indeed, he rises almost beyond admiration ; 
but they were talents of a certain order ; and 
the very display which we have of them seems 
a strong corroborative proof, that he is not 
to be considered as a profoundly learned man 
of his day. For instance, had he studied 
Aristotle, it would have been almost impossi- 
ble but he must have caught some influence, 
wbkh we should have seen in his writing's. 
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But there is nothing like the dry, logical 
metaphysical character of that school ; wbtch 
yet had then giveu the law to the seats of 
science and philosophy, liisiead of this, we 
see every where the copious, difi'usive, de- 
claimiug, discursive ; but sublime, and wise, 
and effective mind. 

There is a true apostolicism in the charae- 
tcr of St. Paul. It is a corabinatioii of zeal 
and LOVE. 

The leal of some men is of a haughty, 
unbending, ferocious character. They have 
the letter of truth, bat they mount the pulpit 
like prize-fighters. It is with them a perpe- 
tual scold. This spirit is a reproach to dK 
Ciospel. It is not the spirit of Jesus Christ 
lit: seems to have laboured to win raen. 

But there is an opposite extreme. The love 
of some men is all milk and mildness 1 There 
is so much delicacy, and so much fastidious- 
ness ! They touch with such tenderness! — I 
and, if the patient shrinks, they will touch no i 
more ! The times are too flagrant for such a ' 
disposition. The Gospel is sometimes preach- ' 
ed in this way, till all the people agree with I 
the preacher. He gives no offeuce, and he 
docs no good ! 

Rut St. Paul united and blended love and 
zeal. He must win souls : but he will labour 
to do this by all possible lawful contrivances. ' 
I am :nade all thtngs to all men, that I might I 
h^ all meant save some. Zeal, alone, may de- 
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generate into ferociousness and brutality : 
and loye, alone, into fastidiousness and deli- 
cacy : but the Apostle combined both quali- 
ties ; and, more perfectly than other men, 
realized the union of the fortiter in re with 
the suaviter in modo. 



MISCELLANIES. 



The Moravians seem to have very nearlji bit I 
OD Christianity. They appear to have found I 
out what sort of a thing it is — its quietness — 
meekness — patienc c — spi rituality — heavenli- 
ness — and order. But they want fire. Avery 
superior woman among them once said to me 
— that there wanted another hody, the char 
racier of which should be combined from the 
Moravians and the Methodists. The Mora* 
vians have failed, in making too htUe of 
preaching; as the Methodists have done, in 
making too ranch of it. 

The grandest operations, both in nature and 
in grace, are (lie most silent and imperceptible^ 
The shallow Brook babbles in 'its passage, 
and is heard by every one : but the coming 
on of the Seasons is silent and unseen. The 
storm rages and alarms ; but its fury is soon 
exhausted, and its eSects are partial and soon 
remedied : but the Dew, though gentle and 
unheard, is immense in quantity, and the very 
life of large portions of the earth. And these 
are pictures of the operations of Grace, in (be 
Church and in the Soul. 

Atheism is a characteristic of our day. 
On the sentiments, manners, pursuits, amuse- 
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meut^, and dealings of the great body of 
mankind, there is written in broad characters 
•'-'ivithout God in the world I 



I HAVE often had occasion to observe, that a 
warm blundering man does more for the 
world than a frigid wise man. A man, who 
gets into a habit of inquiring about propri- 
eties and expediencies and occasions, often 
spends his life without doing any thing to 
purpose. The state of the world is such, and 
so mucn depends on action, that every thing 
seems to say loudly to every man, "Do some- 
thing"—" Do it"— « Do it." 

Providence is a greater mystery than Reli- 
^on. The state of the world is more humili- 
ating to our reason, than the doctrines of the 
Gospel. A reflecting Christian sees more to 
excite his astonishment and to exercise his 
faith in the state of things between Temple 
Bar and St. Paul's, than in what he reads 
from Genesis to Revelation. See the descrip- 
tion of the workings of God's Providence, in 
the account of the Cherubims in the 1st and 
10th Chapters of £zekiel. 

The scheme and machinery of Redemption 
may be illustrated by the water-works at 
Marly. We consider a part of that compli- 
cated machinery, and we cannot calculate on 
the effects ; but we see that they are pro- 
duced. We cannot explain to z. pV\\Vo%^^\\^x 
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the system of Redemption, and the mode of 
conducting and coininiiQicating its benefit to 
the human soul ; but we know that it yields 
the waler of life — Clviliiatioo, to a barba- 
rian — Direction, to a wanderer — Support, to 
those that are ready to perish. 

It is manifest that God designs to promote 
intercourse and commerce among meo, by 
giving to each climate its appropriate pro- 
ductions. It is, in itself, not only innocent, 
but laudable. All Trade, however, which U 
founded in Embellishment, is founded in De- 
pravity. So also is that Spirit of Trade, 
which pushes men on dangerous Competi- 
tions. Many tradesmen, professedly religious, 
seem to look on their trade as a vast engine, 
which will be worked to no good effect, if il 
be not worked with the whole vigour of the 
soul. This is an intoxicating and ruinous 
mistake. So far as they live under the power 
of religion, they will pursue their trade for 
>ustenance and provision ; but not even that, 
ivJth unseasonable attention and with eager- 
ness: much less wilt religion suffer them In 
bury themselves in it, when its objects are 
something beyond these : and, least of all, 
will il leave them to deceive themselves with 
ccrtaia commercial maxims, so far removed 
from simplicity and integrity, that I have been 
often shocked beyond measure, at hearing 
them countenanced and adopted by some re- 
ligioas professors. 
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£t£Kt man should aim to do one thing well. 
If he dissipates his attention on several ob- 
jects, be may have excellent talents entrusted 
to him, but they will be entrusted to no good 
end. Concentrated on his proper object, 
they might have a vast energy ; but, dissi- 
pated on several, they will have none. Let 
other objects be pursued, indeed ; but only 
80 far as they may subserve the main purpose. 
By neglecting this rule, I have seen Frivolity 
and Futility written on minds of great power; 
and, by regarding it, I have seen very limited 
minds acting in the first rank of their profes- 
sion — I have seen a large capital and a great 
stock dissipated, and the man reduced to beg- 
gary; and I have seen a small capital and 
stock improved to great riches. 

To effect any purpose, in study, the mind 
most be concentrated. If any other subject 
plays on the fancy, than that which ought to 
be exclusively before it, the mind is divided; 
and both are neutralized, so as to lose their 
effect. Just as when I learnt two systems of 
short-hand. I was familiar with Gurney's 
method, and wrote it with ease ; but, when I 
took it into my head to learn Byrom's, they 
destroyed each other, and 1 could write 
neither. 



There should be something obvious, deter- 
minate, and positive, in a man's reasons for 
Caking a journey; especially if he be a Minis- 
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1 HATK met wiih one case in my ministry, . 
very frequent and very clistressiDg. A mat 
Bays to i»c, " I approve all you say. i sm 
tilings (o be Just as you state ibem. I see 1 
uecessity, a propriety, n beauty iii tlie reli- 
glou of Clirist, I SGD it to be interesting and 
important. But I do nut teel it. 1 canitol 
feci it. I have no spirit of prayer. My heart 
belies my head : its alTections refuse to foL- 
low my convictions," If this complaint be 
ingenuous, it is an evidence of grace; and I 
say, " Wait for God, and be will appear." 
But, too often, it is not ingenuous: the heart ii 
aciually indisposed: some tyrant holds it in 
bondage. The complaint is a mockery — 4ie- 
cause Uiere is no sincerity of endeavour ' te 
olnain the object of which it pretends to la- 
ment the want — there is no sincere desire and 
pniycr for the quickening and breathing of 
tiod's Holy Spirit on the torpid soul. 

Tii£ man who labours lo please his neighbour 
for Ids good to edification, lias the mind thoi 
lias in Christ. It is a sinner trying to help 
u sinner. How different the face of things if 
this spirit prevailed! — if Dissenters were Uke 
Henry, Watts, and Doddridge; and Cburch- 
uie[i like Leigliton! The man who comes pro- 
ininendy forward in any way may expect lo 
be found fault with: one will call him harsh, 
and another a trimmer. A hard man may be 
i-cverenued, but men will like him best at a 
distance: he is an iron man: he is Dot like 
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Jesus Christ: Christ might have driven Tho- 
mas from his presence for his unreasonable 
incredulity — but not so ! It is as though he 
had said, ^' I will come down to thy weakness : 
if thou canst not believe without thrusting 
tby band into my side, then thrust in thy 
hand." Even a feeble, but kind and tender 
man, will effect more than a genius who is 
rough or artificial. There is no danger, 
doubtless, of humouring others ; and against 
this we must be on our guard. It is7a kind 
and accommodating spirit at which we must 
aim. When the two goats met on the bridge 
which was too narrow to allow them either 
to pass each other or to return, the goat which 
lay down that the other might walk over him 
was a finer gentleman than Lord Chesterfield. 



To expect disease wherever he goes, and to 
lay himself out in the application of reme- 
dies, is that habit of mind, which is best suit- 
ed to a Christian while he passes through the 
world, if he would be most effectually useful. 

The Papists and Puritans erred, in opposite 
extremes, in their treatment of mankind. The 
PAPISTS, almost to a man, considered the 
mass of men as mere animals, and to be led 
by the senses. Even Fenelon fell into this 
way of thinking. Some few fine spirits were 
to be found, which were capable of other 
treatment; but the herd they thought capa- 
ble of nothing but seeing and hearing. The 



1 
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ptTBiTASS, on the contrary, treated laaa 
though be H^d nothing of the animal about 
him. There was among them a total eici- ' i 
sion of all amusement and recreation. Every 
thing was effort. Every thing was severe. 
I have heard a man of this school preach OO 
the distinction between Jnstifying and Saving 
Faith. He tried to make bis hearers enter 
into these niceties; whereas Faith, in its bold 
and leading features, should have been pre- 
sented (o them, if any effect was expected. 
The bulk of mankind are capable of much 
more than the Papist allows, but are incapa- 
ble of that which the Puritian supposes. Thev 
should be treated, io opposition to boih, as 
rational and feeling creatures, but upoiut 
bold and palpable ground. 

I HAVE seen such sin in the Church, that I 
have been often brought by it to a sickly slate 
of mind. But, when I have turned to the 
world, I have seen sin working there in such 
measures and forms, that I have turned back 
again to the Church with more wisdom of 
mind and more alfection to it — tainted as it 
is. I see sin, however, nowhere put on such 
-an odious appearance, as iti the Church. It 
mixes itself with the most holy things, and 
debases them, and turns them to its own pur- 
poses. It builds its nest in the very pinnacles 
of the temple. The history of the primitive 
ages of the Church has also checked the dis- 
gust which would arise from seeing (he impure 
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State of things before our eyes. Folly and 
wickedness sported themselves even then, in 
almost all possible forms. 1 turn, in such 
states of mind, to two portraits in my study 
— John Bradford and Abp. I^eighton. These 
never fail, in such cases, to apeak forcibly to 
my heart, that, in the midst of all, there is 
pnre religion, and to tell me what that reli- 
gion is. 



The Joy of Religion is an £xorci8t to the 
mind. It expels the demons of carnal mirth 
and madness. 



The union of Christians to Christ, their 
common head ; and, by means of the influ-* 
ence which they derive from Him, one to 
another; may be illustrated by the Loadstone. 
It not only attracts the particles of iron to 
itself, by the magnetic virtue ; but, by this 
virtue, it unites them one among another. 



Some considerable defect is always visible, in 
the greatest men, to a discerning eye. We 
idolize the best characters, because we see 
them partially. Let us acknowledge excel- 
lence, and ascribe the glory where it is due, 
while we honour the possessor ; but let us re- 
member that God has, by leaving his greatest 
servants to the natural operation of human 
frailty insome point or other of their charac- 
ter, written on the face of the Christian 
Chnrch, Cease ye from man ! He does, by 
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perfeetioii in Character, as he did 
body of Moses — he hidea it, that it 
be idolized. Our affections, our pr 
or our ignorance cover the creatur 
dastling veil : but he lifts i[ up, and 
say, " See the creature you admire '. 

A MAN, who thinks himself to have 
Christian Perfection, in the sense in 
has been insisted on by some person 
deceives himself, by calling Sin, lafirr 
Satan leaves him undisturbed in falsi 
ty — or the Demon of Pride overcc 
Demon of Lust. 

The trials of the tempted Christian i 
sent for the use of others, and are r, 
riches of all around him. 

It I were not penetrated with a conv 
the truth of the Bible, and the rcalit; 
own experience, I should be confoui 
all sides — from within, and from wit! 
the world, and in the church. 

If a good man cannot prevent evil, 
Iiang heavy on its wings, and retard 

gress. 

We are too much disposed to look at 
side of things. The face of every affai 
aSects ns. Were God to draw aside 
and to show us but a little of the real 



MISCELLANIES. 215 

lie relations of the most apparently mysteri- 
us and complicated dispensations, we should 
cquiesce with reverence and admiration. A 
ffDifiter, for example, may be taken away in 
be beginning of a promising career, or in 
iie midst of great usefulness. If we cannot 
lerceive any direct reason for this Providence, 
re stand amazed. But, if we could look for- 
ward into the farther life of such men, we 
hould probably see that they were taken 
Way in mercy to themselves — to the church 
-or to the world. 



HAVE seen too much of life, to have any 
aing to do in the troubled waters of my 
'tends, by way of giving advice ; unless they 
nl\ allow me to remain in secret. This es- 
ecially applies to some Christians of more 
incerity than prudence. An opinion given 
n difficult and controverted cases, in confi- 
ence of its being used only as a private prin- 
iple of action, has been quoted as authority 
1 defence of the conduct founded on it. 



Iant duties are involved in the very nature 
f religion, concerning which there is per- 
aps not one express precept to be found in 
lie Scriptures. Private, family, or public 
evotions are nowhere enjoined; as to the 
ime, or frequency, or manner of performing 
lem. Tet they are so strongly implied in 
le very nature of religion, and they are sup- 
osed so necessarily to flow from the divine 
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principle of spiritual life in the soul, thtl ^ 
those men grcally err, who tliiak tliemselve 'i 
not obliged by their religion to ibc most dili- 
gent use of them that circumstances will al- 
low. And, surely, we may trace here the 
footsteps of Divine Wisdom. IF it had been 
said, "Thou shall do this or that, at such 
and such times," this would have brought <i 
J oke on the neck of the Christian ; and, even 
when absolutely unavoidable circumstancei 
prevented him from complying with the in- 
junction, would have lefi sin on his con- 
science. While the way in which the duiyii 
enforced leaves him a Christian liberty, that 
is abundantly guarded against all licentioot- 
iie8s. He sees the duty implied and e3eR)p]t< 
Sed in a thousand instances throughout the 
Scripture. The same principle is applicable 
to certain pursuits, which occupy the men of 
the world ; the general unlawfulness of which 
is fully implied, though they neither are nw 
could have been forbidden by name.* 

Nothing seems imporlDut to mc but so far 
as it is connected with morals. The end — the ' 
cui bono.'' enters into my view of every thing. I 
Even the highest acts of the intellect become 
criminally trifling, when thej occupy much of 
the time of a moral creature, and especially I 

'' Sec ihii idea illiistriMed wlih rfganl lo ArtklM of 
I'ailh ia Jones' "SJiort tiew of die argataeat Lelweeo (he 
Church of England and Dissenters," in ihe " gchahlr 
Armed," vol. ii, p. 69. J. P. I 
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of a Minister. If the mind cannot feel and 
treat mathematics and music and every thing 
else as a trifle, it has been seduced and en- 
slaved. Brainerd, and Grimshaw, and Fletch- 
er were men. Most of us are dwarfs. 



In imitating examples, there are two rules to 
be regarded : We must not stretch ours be- 
yond our measure : nor must we despise that 
in another, which is unsuitable to ourselves. 



A PIECE has been written to prove that the 
Gospel is preached to Sinners, only in the 
lowest state of misery and imbecility. Some 
men get hold of an opinion, and push it so far 
that it meets and contradicts other opinions, 
fairly deducible from Scripture. And it is 
no uncommon thing with them to suppose, 
that nobody else holds the same opinion : 
when, if they would look into the minds of 
other men, they would find themselves de- 
ceived. We preach the Gospel to sinners in 
the lowest condition : and the only reason I 
do not preach it to Devils, is, that I find no 
Gospel provided for Devils. As to the Ro- 
man Catholic notion of a grace of congruity, 
in their sense of it I utterly disclaim it. Some 
of the best of them taught that God prepared 
the heart for himself in various unseen ways. 
And who can deny this ? but this is far differ- 
ent from the notion, that some minds have a 
natural congruity or suitableness to the Gos- 
pel. The fallow-ground of the heart may be 

10 



preacher much moEt likely to call men 
feeling of religion. 

The Imagination is the grand organ, 
by Truth can make successful appro 
the mind. Some preachers deal mi 
the passions : they attack the hopes a 
of men. But this is a very different thi 
the right use of the Imagination, as tl 
nm of impressing Truth. Jesus Cb 
left perfect patterns of this way of m 
men. But it is a disiiuct talent, and 
committed to very few. It is an easy 
move the passions: a rude, hlunt, i 
attack may do this. But, to form < 
figure for the conveyance of Trutli 
mind, is a difficult thing. The worli 
der no small obligation to the man nh 
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there the indelible impress of the Troth which 
they convey. 



The religious world has a great momen- 
tam. Money and power, in almost any quan- 
tity, are brought forth into action, when any 
fair object is set before it It is a pendutum, 
that swings with prodigious force. But it 
wants a regulator. If there is no regulating 
force on it, of sufficient power, its motions 
will be so violent and eccentric, that it will 
tear the machine to pieces. And, therefore, 
when I have any influence in its designs and 
schemes, I cannot help watching them with 
extreme jealousy, to throw in every directing 
and regulating power which can be obtained 
from any quarter. 

Nothing can be proposed so wild or so ab- 
surd, as not to find a party — and often a very 
large party — ready to espouse it. It is a sad 
reflection on human nature, but it is too true. 
Every day's experience and history confirm 
it. It would have argued gross ignorance of 
mankind to expect even Swedenborgianism 
to be rejected at once by the common sense 
of men. He, who laid the snare, knew that 
if a few characters of some learning and re- 
spectability could be brought to espouse it, 
there would be soon a silly multitude ready 
to follow. 



The religious world has many features, which 





ranks. We are too much like an army 
atics; they count well, and cut a good 
but, when they come into action, one 
flint, another has no cartridge — the \ 
one are rusty, and another has not le 
handle them. This was not the coi 
equally at all times. It belongs too 
arly to the present day. The fault lie 
muster. We are like Falstaff. He t( 
King's money to press good men an 
but got together such ragamuffins that 
ashamed to muster them. What is tl 
sequence ! People groan under their c 
tions. Respectable persons tell me su 
ries of their servants, who profess relig 
to shame and distress me. High pret< 
to spirituality ! Warm zeal for certait 
ments ! Priding themselves in Mr. S 
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enchant and astonish, but they speak not to 
the heart. 1 have been overwhelmed by Han- 
del's music: the Dettingen Te Deum is, per- 
haps, the greatest composition in the world : 
yet 1 never in my life heard Handel, but I 
could think of something else at the same time. 
There is a kind of music that will not allow 
this. Dr. Worgan has so touched the organ 
at St. John's, that I have been turning back- 
ward and forward over the Prayer Book for 
the First Lesson in Isaiah, and wondered that 
I could not find Isaiah there ! The musician 
and the orator fail short of the full power of 
their science, if the hearer is left in possession 
of himself. 



The Church of England is not fitted, in its 
present state, for a General Church. Its se- 
cularity must be purged away. We shall 
hasten that day when Christians shall be of 
one heart and one mind, if we inculcate the 
spirit of charity on our respective circles. I 
have aimed much at this point, and shall push 
it farther. The rest must be left to Provi- 
dence. He only can, by unknown means, heal 
the schisms of the Church, and unite it to- 
gether as one external body : and that this will 
be done, as some think, by persecution, ap- 
pears highly probable. I see no other means 
adequate to the end. 

Htpocrist is folly. It is much easier, safer, 
and pleasanter to be the thing whkVv ^ tcv^w 
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mims to appear, than to keep op the 
ance of being what he is oot. When 
tian is truly sncby he acts from a n 
new nature — and all the actings of 
tare have the ease and pleasantness < 
in them. 



Humiliation is the spirit of oar disc 
-«-D0t a creeping, servile, oantinff I 
bur an entire self-renunciation* The 
often talk admirably on this subject 
is the most universal and inveters 
vices. Every man is a proud man, tl 
are not equally proud. No sin har: 
Christian so much, nor accompanie 
unweariedly. Its forms of eihibiti 
are infinitely varied, and none are m 
mon than the affectation of humilii 
assumption of the garb of humility, 
shades, is generally but an express 
proud mind. Pride is the mast< 
the spirit ; and the grace of God 
whole tenor of our dispensation, is 
against it. 

) I EXTEND the circle of real religi 
j widely. Many men fear God, and h 
I and have a sincere desire to serve Hii 
= views of religious truth are very ir 
\ and in some points perhaps utterly fa 
' I doubt not that many such persons 
V^ate of heart acceptable before God 
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Man is a creature of extremes. The middle 
path is generally the wise path : but there are 
few wise enough to find it. Because Papists 
have made too much of some things, Pro- 
testants have made too little of them. The 
Papists treat man as all sense : and, therefore, 
some Protestants would treat him as all spirit. 
f Because one party has exalted the Virgin 
Mary to a divinity, the other can scarcely 
j think of that mo%i highly favoured among wo- 
1^ men with common respect. The Papist puts 
the Apocrypha into his canon — the Protest- 
ant will scarcely regard it as an ancient re- 
cord. Popish heresy of human merit in Jus- 
tification, drove Luther on the other side into 
inost unwarrantable and unscriptural state- 
ments of that doctrine. The Papists consider 
Grace as inseparable from the participation 
of the Sacraments — the Protestants too often 
lose sight of them as instituted Means of 
conveying Grace. 

The language of Irreligion in the heart, is, 
"Give — give — now — now — whatever the flesh 
and the eye lust after, and whatever gratifies 
the pride of life. Give it now — for, as to any 
Reversion, 1 will not sacrifice a single lust 
for it \ or, if I must have a religion, it shall 
be any thing rather than that demeaning sys- 
tem, which makes every thing a mere boon." 

Instead of attempting any logical and me- 
taphysical explanation of justification by 



the imputed righteousness of Christ, all trhyt 
attempts have human in6rinity stamped upon 
them, I would look at the subject in the great 
and impressive light in which Scripture places 
it before me. ll teaches me to regard the iii-\ 
tervention of Christ for me, as the sole groundf 
of all expectation toward God. In cousider-| 
ation of his sufleriogs, my guilt is remiltedi 
and I am restored lo that which 1 had lost byi 
sin. Let us add to this, that the sufferings ^ 
Clirist were in our stead, and we shall see tha 
point of view in which Scripture sets him fbrthj 
as the deserver and procurer to us of all parn I 
don and grace. The thing J s_j ecla r ed — jio t_ ' 
explained. Let us not therefore' darlteu a 
subject wliich is held forth in a promiiient | 
light, by our idle endeavours to make it bet- 
ter understood. 

Regeneration and conversion may be dis- 
tinguished from each other, though they can- 
not be separated. They may be distinguished; 
as a man's being disposed to go in a certain 
road, and his actually going in that road^ 
may be distinguished : for Regeneration is I 
God's disposing the heart to himself; butt 
Conversion is the actual turning of the heart \ 
to God. 

There is an immeasurable distance between 
the genuine and the spurious Christian. The 
Genuine Chrisuan may be weak, wild, eccen- 
tric. fanat'icdi, faulty", but he U ric!;ht- hearted: 
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v ou find the root of the matter in him. The 
Spurious Unristian is the most oangerous of 
men, and one of the most difficult to deal 
with. Tou see what he is, but you find it 
almost impossible to keep clear of him. He 
will seek your acquaintance, in order to au- 
thenticate his own character — to endorse his 
own reputation. But avoid him. His errors 
and vices will be assigned to the Church, by 
an indiscriminating world. There is less dan- 
ger in associating with worldly people by 
profession, and more tenderness to be exer- 
cised toward them. St. Paul teaches us the 
distinction, 1 Cor. v, 9 — 11. 



\ 



I FEEX^ disposed to treat carnal men and car- 
nal ministers with tenderness, not to show 
them that I am a spiritually proud man. Let i 
them see that you have some secret in posses- \ 
fiioo, which keeps you quiet, humble, patient, 
holv, meek, and afiectionate, in a turbulent j 
and passionate world. 

The character of Balaam is not uncommon 
in the Church. I have been amazed to see 
religious professors, whose ungodly charac- 
ter has been known and read of all men, who 
have nevertheless entertained a good opinion 
of themselves. I have accounted for it, by 
supposing that they build entirely on the dis- 
tinction of their views of truth from those of 
other men. They " know the points : they 
see the distinctions : and, moreover, they ap- 
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prove what they know, and desire to die the 
death of Uie righteous and be where they are 
— and, certainly, they must be the men of 
God's council, and the men who stand on His 
side against the world !" 

1 HAVE toDg adopted an expedient, whichi 
have fouad of singular service. I have t 
slielfiu my sludy, for tried authors; and one 
in my mind, for tried principles and charac- 
ters. 

When an aiithob has stood a thorough 
examination, and will bear to be taken as B 
guide, I put him on the shelf! 

When 1 have more Cully made up my mind 
on a PRINCIPLE, I put it on the shelf! A hiio< 
dred subtle objections may be brought against 
this principle: I may meet with some of them, 
perhaps : but my principle is on the shelf! 
Generally, I may be able to recall the reasons 
which weighed with me to put it therej but, 
if not, 1 am not to be sent out to sea again. 
Time was, when I saw through and detected 
all the subllelies that could be brought against 
it. I have past evidence of having been fully 
convinced : and there on the shelf it shall lie ! 

Wlien I have turned a chahacter over 
ujiJ oYtT Oil all sides, and ^ceii it through and 
throng)) in all situations, I put it on the shelf. 
There may be conduct in the person, which 
may stumble others ; there may be great in- 
consistencies : there may be strange and un- 
iirronnlable turns — but 1 have put that cha- 
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racter on the shelf: difficulties will all be 
cleared up : every thing will come round 
again. I should be much chagrined, indeed, 
to be obliged to take a character down, which 
I had once put up : but that has never been 
the case with me yet ; and the best guard 
against it, is — not to be too hasty in putting 
them there. 



Influence, whether derived from money, 
talents, or connections, is Power : there is 
no person so insignificant, but he has much 
of this power : the little Israelite maid, in 
Naaman's family, is an instance : some, in- 
deed, suppose that they have more power 
than they really have; but we generally think 
we have less than we in reality have. Who- 
ever neglects or misapplies this power, is an 
unprofitable servant : unbelief, timidity, and 
delicacy often cramp its exertion ; but it is 
our duty to call ourselves out to the exertion 
of this power, as Mordecai called out Esther, 
(ch. iv.) : it is our duty to watch against every 
thing that might hinder or pervert our influ- 
ence; for mere regard to reputation will often 
carry many into error :. who would not fol- 
low Aaron in worshipping the Golden Calf? 
Elven men of feeble public talents may acquire 
much influence by kindness and consistency 
of character : Ministers are defective in rest- 
ing their personal influence too much on their 
public ministry : time will give weight to a 
man's character ; and it is one advantage to 
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a (nas to be cut eerljr Bito bii ritmtfn^ *M I 
he may earn a duracter. — v 

f The iutuicet of articics which occur in 
Scripture are not to be iroilated, hut avoidtd: 
if Abraham, or Isaac, or Jacob equivocate in 
order to obtaia tfa«r ends, this is no warrant 
to me to do BO : David'i falsehood concerning 
Goliath's, Bword argued distrust of God. If 
any part of U>e truth which I am bound to 
communicate be concealed, this is sinful ar- 
tifice: the Jenub in China, in order tore- 
move Ij/ui offence of the Cross, declared thai 
it wai a falBebood invented by the Jews that 
Christ was crodfied ; but they were expelled 
from the empire: and this was designed, per- 
haps, to be held up as a warning to all }J^ 
sionaries, that no good end is to be earned 
by artifice. 

But ADDRESS is of a different nalare. 
There is no falsehood, deception, or equivo- 
cation in Address. St. Paul, for instancy 
employed lawful Address, and not Artifice, 
when he set the Sadducees and Pharisees M 
variance : be employed a lawful argument ti> 
interest the Pharisees in his favonr : thissw 
great address, but it had nothing of crtmind 
artifice. In Joshua's ambushes for the mes 
of Ai there was nothing sinful] it was a la«> 
ful stratagem of war : it would have been aa-- 
lawful to^(ej^ Jbe men of Ai there was do a»- 
bush; btK^s: y knew that they came ont«f 
ihrir city itvole ^Q suc\\ u(nbu%bes. Cbriit't 
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conduct at Emmaus, and that of the Angels 
It Sodom, were meant as trials of the regard 
>f those with whom they were conversing. 

Precipitation is acting without sufficient 
pounds of action. Youth is the peculiar 
«ason of Precipitation : the young man's 
notto is, " Onward!" There is no such effec- 
ual cure of this evil, as experience ; when a 
nan is made to feel the effects of his precipi- 
ation, both in body and mind : and God 
done can thus bring a man acquainted with 
liriiseif. There is a self-blindness in precipi- 
ation : a precipitate man is, at the time, a 
)lind man : That he far from thee ! said St. 
Peter : this shall not happen to thee : As the 
Lord livethf saith David, the man that hath 
ione this thing shall surely die I 

There is great criminality in precipitation. 
\ man under its influence is continually tempt- 
sd to take God's work out of his hands. It 
.8 not a state of dependance. It betrays want 
)f patience with respect to God ; and want of 
hith : I shall one day perish by the hand of 
Saul. It discovers a want of charity : in a 
rash moment we may do an injury to our 
neighbour, which we can never repair. 

There are (ew^ who do not feel that they 
are suffering through life the effects of their 
own precipitation. JEfe, then, that trusteth his 
tnon heart, is a fool. In precipitate moments 
we should learn to say, *' I am not now the 
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nan to fgire an ojj^iuoo^ <»r to take a 

MbthoDi at Mrs. llofc fays it the vofy 
of ImttDest ; aod tliere b no pMlfcod w 
FUircTDALiTT. Poiictoality U. iH^KMrt^ 
canse it tobterfes tiM peace and good-l 
of a family: the want of il not only inl 
on neceisary doty, but sonetimea e& 
this doty. Ponctnalityiiiniportalitasil 
time: it it like packing thingt in a 1) 
good packer will get iq half at innch jott 
a iMid oQ(D« The calmnett of mind . wb 
prodocet, it another advantage of mm 
ity: a ditorderiy man b alwayt in a bur 
hat no Ume to tpeak with yon, becauM 
going elsewhere; and, when he gets the 
18 too late for his business, or he must 
away to another before he can finish i 
was a wise maxim of the Duke of New 
— -" I do one thing at a time." Punct 
gives weight to character. ^^ Such a 
has made an appointment: then I km 
will keep it." And this generates punc 
ty in you : for, like other virtues, it p 
gates itself: servants and children mi 
punctual, where their leader is so. Ap| 
ments, indeed, become debts : I owe 
punctuality, if I have made an appoiui 
with you ; and have no right to throw 
your time if I do my own. 

It is a difficult t\\xe%\\ow iti Casuistry— 
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FAB A MAN IS BOUND TO BETRAY CONFIDENCE 

FOR GENERAL GOOD. Let it be coDsidered 
what consequences would follow from a man's 
disclosing all the evil he knows. The world 
would become a nest of scorpions. He must 
often mistake, and of course calumniate. Such 
is his incapacity to determine what is really 
evil in his neighbour, and such are the mis- 
cbiefs^ frequently arising from the disclosure 
of even what should be in truth evil, that he 
seems rather called on to be silent, till circum- 
stances render it a case of duty to remain si- 
lent no longer. But, if this be his general 
BULE, it will be his duty to observe silence 
much oftener in cases of confidence. Pro- 
fessional Men — a Minister — a Lawyer — a 
Medical Man — have an official secrecy im- 
posed on them. If this were not the case — 
a distrest conscience could never unburthen 
itself to its Confessor. Incalculable injuries 
to health and property must be sustained, for 
want of proper advisers. This applies in a 
very high sense to a Minister, considered as a 
Confessor — a director of the conscience. An 
alarmed conscience will unfold its most in- 
terior recesses before him. It is said Dr. \ 
Owen advised a man, who, under religious .> 
convictions confessed to him a murder which . 
be had perpretrated some years before, to sur- 
render himself up to justice. The man did 
so, and was executed. I. think Dr. Owen er- 
red in his advice. I thought myself right, in 
uri^ug on peirsons, who have opened their 
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for 

bat, as it 

hmtrad of choie OMMS to th» I 

seqaett fetfJaathiiis aad 
yet Id dWv is His praviinof ikai.Ai 
sboold InEfe leoHuoednfiscovwBd^I WM 
that tiM matter aught ha sa^|y left win flh 
Yet there anj be cases, ia wUeh gsafli 
cooseqaeoces reqoire thair confldaoaa shsri 
be betrayed. Sach c^ws astsHy njmi 
EVIL nr paoaaxss. Td' ^ pgsycht or caas^l 
act soch e^ it may be oaMsaiy te disdp 
what has been entnisled ift condaaasL % 
the par^ dMmU ha hoaii d y wainmd, if i 
purposes are not dmaged^ what ^daijr J^ 
coDscience will require. 

I HAVE felt twice in my life very extraord 
nary impressions under sermons, and tb 
from men least calcnlated to affect me. . 
man of great powers, but so dissipated o 
every thing that he knew nothing — a mvoloa 
futile babbler, whom I was ready almost t 
despise — surprised and chained me so, in n 
own church at Lewes, that I was tbnndei 
struck : I think it was concerning the dove ii( 
finding rest for the sole of her foot : he fe 
the subject strongly himself; and, in spite < 
all my prejudices against him and my ret 
knowledge of his character, he made me fa 
asl have scarcely ever done before or sino 
MflHNDther \ns\MkC^)\ Vv^lo do with a ver 
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diflferent character: he was a simple, but 
weak man: it pleased God, however, to shoot 
an arrow by his hand into my heart : I had 
been some time in a dry, fruitless frame, and 
was persuading myself that all was going on 
well : he said one day, at Lewes, with an in- 
describable simplicity, that ''Men might cheer 
themselves in the morning, and they might 
pass on tolerably well perhaps without God 
at noon; but the cool of the day was coming, 
when God would come down to talk with \ 
them." It was a message from God to me : ^ 
I felt as though God had descended into the ; 
Church, and was about to call me to my ac- ■ 
count ! In the former instance, I was more 
surprised and astonished than affected re- 
ligiously ; but, in this, I was unspeakably - 
moved. 



Constitutional bias is a suspicious Inter- 
terpreter of providential leadings. A 
mail's besetting sin lies in that to which his 
nature is most inclined ; and, therefore, to 
walk wisely and holily, he should be very 
jealous of such supposed leadings in Provi- 
dence as draw with his constitutional propen- 
sity. He is never safe, unless he is in the act 
of collaring his nature as a rebel, and forcing 
it into submission. A sanguine man sees a 
sign and token in every thing : in every or- 
dinary occurrence, his imagination hears a 
call: his pious fancy is the source and food 
of an eager, disquieted, and restless habit of 

20* 
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intamoce oC InaC afr shniM caOi tib 
■alframpicioo; aoA Itaniliilxji^;. JL gik 
OMtt awlji <BMfin» GSodf » hnmfi i 
tbingi which aeemfr to put hish tuva 
dulgences within his power:, sach. 
was a q;reat Providence! and he i 
gratelul! while he sees not that h 
away to broken cisterns. An idle m\ 
constant tendency to torpidity. He ha 
ed the Indian maxim — that it ifr b 
walk than to run, and better to sta 
to walk, and better to sit than to sts 
better to lie than to sit. He hugs hi 
the notion, that God calls him to b 
that he is not made for bustling anc 
that such and such a thing plainly si 
he ought to retire and sit still! A 61 
is uever at rest : he sees himself calle 
t«9 iittQ actiou, that iie digs too tnucl 
f^^aujO^^^^^s ^^ ^tvjw, Aud waters so | 
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ly ihat he drowns. The danger in all these 
cases is, lest a man should bless himself in 
his snares! 



Adam well observes : — " A poor country par- 
son, fighting against the Devil in his parish, 
has nobler ideas than Alexander had." Men 
of the world know nothing of true glory : 
they know nothing of the grandeur of that 
sentiment — Thou^ O God, art the thing that 
Ilongfor ! You may, perhaps, find this sen- 
timent in the corner of some monastery, 
where a poor, ignorant creature is mumbling 
over his prayers : or, it may even be found 
to exist with the nonsense and fanaticism of a 
Swedenborgian: but, wherever it is, it is true 
dignity. 

Look at the bravery of the world! Go into 
the Park. Who is the object of admiration 
there f The captain, swelling and strutting at 
the head of his corps ! And what is there at 
the Court ? " Make way ! Make way !" And 
who is this ? A bit of clay, with a ribbon tied 
round it ! Now it makes nothing against the 
comparative emptiness and littleness of these 
things, that I or any man should be ensnared 
by them, and play the fool with the rest of the 
species. Truth is truth, and dignity is dig- 
nity, in spite of the errors and folly of any 
man living. 

But this is the outside. What are the 
greatest minds, and the noblest projects of the 
world, compared with a Christian! Take Mr. 



Pitt for an instance: and contrast liim witli 
the most insignincant old woman in the 
Church of Christ! If the Bible be not true, 
you have no standard: all your reasonings, and 
science, and philosophy, and metaphysics, 
are gross absurdity and folly. But, if the 
Bible be true, Mr. Pitt, great and noble as he 
is, yet, considered as a mere politician, even 
Mr. Pitt has a little, contracted, inean mind ! 
a driveller ! an earth-worm ! Compared with 
his projects and schemes, the old woman, who 
rises at Two o'clock in the morning, lights 
her farlhing-candle, stands all day over her 
wash-tub, at night puts on her red cloak, 
steals oat to some place of worship, hears the 
truths of the Gospel mingled perhaps with 
ignorant yet honest zeal, but draws in good 
into an honest and prepared heart — why, this 
woman is a heroine — a noble mind — com- 
pared with the greatest of men, considered 
as a mere man of this world ! 

Bishop Wilkins had said admirably, That 
nothing in man is great, but so far as it is 
connected with God. The only wise thing 
recorded of Xerxes, is his reflection on the 
sight of his army — That not one of that im- 
mense multitude would survive a hundred 
years: it seems to have been a momentary 
gleam of true light and feeling. 
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A uiDiNO-PLAGE implies secrecy. He, who cat} 
say unto God, Thou art^ my hiding'placey may go 
abroad about his affairs, and may pass through a 
thousand dangers, and yet, at the same time, have 
such a hiding-place, in the favour and protection of 
God, that when he seems to be exposed on every 
sidci still he is secured and hidden from every evil. 

A OBEAT man, however high his office and talents^ 
is dependent on little things. Jonah was exceeding 
glad of his gourd. However splendid and tower- 
ing, man is crushed beneath the mothy if God does 
not uphold him : so that, while we are admiring the 
great man as he is called, and however he may be 
disposed to admire himself and to speak great 
gwelUng words of vanity , facts will show that he 
is a poor dependent creature, who cannot live a 
moment without God. If the Holy Spirit open his 
eyes, he will perceive that he cannot stand alone ; 
but can only support himself and climb, like the 
ivy, by clasping one stronger than himself. 

Dreams are common to sleeping. No man begins 
to slumber in religion, but he falls into some golden 
dream. It is a device of Satan to seduce men into 
a drowsy state, and then to beguile them with some 
dream. When the duties of religion become irk- 
jBome, then he presents some novelty which allures 
and deceives us : whereas, had we been in life and 
vigour, we should have detected the deceit. 




SM ^IliiiAim. 

Thbu «r» no greater olijeeti of pity Iq tl 
tluui flKO who are admired by all around 
nice discemmeDt and fine laile in every t 
worldly nature, bat have no taste for the ri 
endare for ertr—no love for God or hia ^ 
love for Christ or their soals. In sucl 
Imwever admired or respected, thcj cnnn 
kingdom of God. 

A snaiTUAL man is a character that riaea 
alt worldly wisdom and science. Re la 
by am hard 9m ham of the Spirii, Spirit 
are given to hinu He has a spiritiial tj 
reiects whatevet.ls injurioiis, and gladlj 
whatever is salutaiy tothq spiritaal life: 1 
Ijbe amcere mUk qf the wardj'tkai he i 
fAersfty • He has a spiritual sigbt : he i 
of the things which are teefiy hut at t 
which are not seen. He smelliS a sweet 
the things of God : His name is as ointmet 
forth. He has a quick feeling. And 
spiritual ear : My sheep hear my voice. 
in a world of his own ; he is tried by spii 
flicts, and supported by spiritual comforts 
things of God do not afford him consc 
droops, and nothing in this world can 11 
head : he will say to every other object, J 
comforters are ye all/ He is pursuing a 
end, and, while others boast and are puffe 
their great attainments, he is humbled ii 
and gives all glory to God. 

There are critical circumstances, under 
man who is in general on his guard, is cal 
double his Christian vigilance. If he is 
inter immuienl dAu^^Y^ Cot instance 
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take care to secure himself by every possible means. 
A house may be well guarded and secured ; but if 
there is any fear and expectation of thieves, every 
place will be doubly barred and watched. Good 
care may be taken, in the general habits of a fa- 
loHy, to guard against fire ; but, if it be known 
that a spark has fallen among any combustibles, 
every possible search is made to discover it and to 
prevent its ravages. Thus should every servant of 
Christ redouble his guard in critical circumstances. 
■He should remember, that while awful providences 
«eem to be threatening us, and while we are sur- 
rounded with dangers on every side, and while the 
enemy of our souls is going about as a roaring lion 
4feeking whom he may devoury it ill becomes us to 
trifle. Let us stir up ourselves, and attend to our 
Master's admonition, Let your loins be girded 
about f and your lights burnings and ye yourselves 
Uke unto men thai wait for their Lord. 

If St. Paul had not been an entire character, he 
■would not have spoken so ingenuously of himself 
as he does in the viith to the Romans. He would 
have acted as many others have done : he would 
have put the best aspect on things. He would 
not have opened the chambers of imagery ; and 
have showed, while all the Church was admiring 
him, what was passing within. Here were real sim- 
plicity and humility — nothing of that Pharisee 
which he once was. The Pharisee is become a 
Publican : the reality is coming forward : and he 
seems to say, " Is any man groaning under a body 
of sin and death? — on searching his heart,, does he 
find that therein dweUeth no good thing ? — This is 
my case also : and if I have any thing wherein to 
gloryi it is in Christ and not in myself.'* 

21 
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CiukiTT siiould teach us taex«rcb« hope aadkn 
toward all ra«n — hope toward tboie wbo are with- 
out, and love toward thoie who are wiibin, ibe 
walls oftheCityofGod. Of those wtthout, weare 
apt to despair too »oon,a(Ml to say There it no hope ; 
when we should labour to allure ibem iota ib« 
Church of God, and to impreM them with a leMi 
of its glory and its privilege*. Toward those wiUue 
the waiU, we sometimes fait in the exercise of Ion; 
we are too niuch influenced in our feelings toward 
ibem, by a difference of edacalion, tasle, or dii;p» 
sitlon ; while the great question ought to be, "An 
they really feUoie-ctHzeit* leith the aainU, tmi of 
the household of God?" — and if so, whatever their 
defects may be, we ought (o honour and love iIkk 
as the Templet of the Holy Ghost. 

When Christians are delivered from trouble, ihcy 
are apt soon to forget it ; aod to lose sight of ik 
holy resolutions formed while under affliction ; tije 
strong impressions soon decay. Whereas, if "< 
were enabled Co glory in tribulation — if onr ron- 
sciences were made tender — if more reality iveit 
put into our prayers — tve should take heed bow m 
give way to an evil heart of unbelief: we should re- 
member, loo, how our troubles trere brought on us, 
and the benefits which we received while they con- 
tinued ! we should watch that we might not ejii- 
mate them falsely j and, at alttimes, we should beat 
it in our mind, that it is not suflering wluch borti 
us, but lin. 

Some men will follow Christ on certain CoDdiliom 
— if he will not lead the m through rough roads— ^f 
he will not enjoin them any pa Loful tasks — if the sua 
sodniDd do iua wao^ i<aftQi— if he will remit apart 
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of his plan and order. But the true Christian, who 
has the Spirit of Jesus, will say, as Ruth said to 
Naomi, ^ Whither thou goestj I mUgo P^ whatever 
difficulties and dangers may be in the way. 

It is our happiness, as Christians, that, howerer 
we may change our place, we shall never change 
our object. Whatever we lose, we shall not lose 
that which we esteem better than life. God has 
made to us this gracious promise — 1 wiU dweU in 
them^ and walk in them* And though we may en- 
dure much affliction, and pass through many deep 
waters, yet this is our honour and comfort, the lord 
19 WITH us f and then — what is difficulty ?— what is 
tribulation ?— what b death ? — Death to a Chris- 
tian is but an entrance into the city of God ! it is 
but joining a more blessed company, and singing 
a more exalted strain, than he can do in this world. 

Tbb WAT of every man is declarative of the end of 
that man. 



How difficult is it to show those who are in the 
House of Mourning, that God is teaching them, that, 
if they had not leaned so much on their creature- 
supports, they had not been so broken ! Still they 
are crying, O Absalom, my eon^ my son ! Why is 
it that we are shocked to see the world falling to 
pieces around us, when we shall leave it ourselves 
to-morrow — perhaps to day ? We forget that it is 
the design of God to dash every thing to pieces. It 
is by these trials that we begin to learn we have 
been walking by sense rather than by faith — and 
looking at our children and our possessions as though 
we were never to lose them. 



n? » 






UK v^unu, mtaa cms Xi 
tkom eomai imio tk^ k 
Sco» coTiei the prosperous woridlii^, i 
hia bappj — Faith goes into the sane 
see what his end will be. When the w 
hi^ Sense cbmours — Faith says, *^ Spet 
word, and the winds and waves shall ob 
When we feel oar earthly komse qfihU U 
taking down. Sense sinks — but Faith s 
kmom iiai J if amr earthly komse of this ft 
6e dinohedj we hare a hmhMmg of God 
notf made wUh hamdsy eiemalin the heaoa 



Wisdom prepares for the worst : but Fol 
the worst for that daj when it comes. 

Abbaham teaches us the right way of cc 
with God z^And Ahraham feUimkuf 
God talked wUh him / When we plead ^ 
our feces should be in the dust : we shall 
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think that with care he shall pass for a good 
Christian : but he mistakes, for the spirit will dis« 
cover itself, of what sort it is. He, who would walk 
safelj and honourably, must walk closely with God 
in secret. 



A VARIKTT of circumstances render the sinner's 
first approaches to Christ difficult. They, who find 
an CAST access, will find an easy departure when 
trembles arise. 



Tbb most likely method we can take to hasten the 
removal of what we love, is, to value it too much->- 
to think on it with endless anxiety— to live on its 
fevour with solicitude. It shall soon either become 
a thorn in our side^ or be taken away. 

Be ye not unequally yoked. If a believer marries 
an unbeliever, the miseries which ensue are endless. 
Were they determined, in kindness, to grant all 
they could to each other ; yet they live as in two 
separate worlds. There is a great gulph between 
them, which cannot be passed without the grace of 
God ; on which, while all should hope and pray for 
it, none should presume. They cannot taste the 
aaase pleasures, nor share the same sorrows, nor 
pursue the same objects, nor walk in the same path. 
W hat hope, then, can there be of comfort ? Every 
Christian finds the corruptions of his own heart, 
the snares of the world, and the devices of Satan, 
together with innumerable secret anxieties, quite 
enough to struggle with in his journey to heaven, 
without adding another to his difficulties. 



%\ 
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In studying the word of God, digest it under these 
two heads : either as removing obstructions, which 
keep God and thee asunder; or as supplying some 
uniting power to bring God and thee together. 

Perhaps it is a greater energy of Divine Power, 
which keeps the Christian from day to day, from 
year to year-— praying, hoping, running, tielieving — 
against all hindrances — which maintains him as a 
Living martyr: than that which bears him up fw 
en hour in sacrificing himself at the stake. 

By the course of his Providence, God will assert 

the liberty of his council. 

Let me ask, every day, what reference il has to the 
Day of Judgment ; and cultivate a disposition to be 
reminded of that day. 

Indulge notagloomy contempt ofany thing which 
is in itself good; only let it keep its place. 

God has called us to meet his best gjfi to man — his 
only-begotteii Son — not in a splendid court, but in 
a manger ! in the wilderness i in Gethsemane ! be- 
fore the High Priest, when they spal in his face, and 
bufl'eted him, and smote him ! at the cross ! and at 
the sepulchre .' Thus it is that he corrects the pride 
and ambition of the human heart. 

Thrri; is in sin, not only an infinite mischief done 
to the man, but it is accompanied by an infatuation 
that surpasses all description. When the heart de- 
clines from God, and loses communion with Christ, 
the man resembles one in a consumption, who is on 
the brink of the grave and yet talks of a speedy re- 
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ry ! A death will come on the spirit, which 
be perceived and felt by all around : yet, when 
ao6t affectionate friends of such a man attempt 
cpostulate, they often find him not only insen- 

but obstinate and stout-hearted. He who, like 
son, the champion of Israel, lays his head in 
lap of temptation, will rarely rise again as he 
lown : he may sav, I wiU go outy as ai other 
9 beforCy and shake myself: but he toists not 
the Lord is departed fram him f Strangers 

devoured his strength^ and he knoweth it 



whole life of Christ was one continued ex- 
sion of the same desire > — " Let me lay aside 
rlory — let me expire on the cross — so that thy 
dom may come !" And the blood of every 
yr, who ever suffered in the cause of God, 
I, " Let thy Kingdom come !" 



WTH in grace manifests itself by a simplicity — 
is, a greater naturalness of character. There 
be more usefulness, and less noise : more ten- 
ess of conscience, and less scrupulosity : there 
be more peace, more humility : when the full 
is in the ear, it bends down because it is full. 

! history of all the great characters of the Bible 
mmed up in this one sentence: — they acquaint- 
lemselves with God, and acquiesced in his will 
.1 things. 

•'s way of answering the Christian's prayer for 

icrease of patience, experience, hope, and love 

iually is to put him into the furnace of tribula- 

St. James therefore says, Count it aU jqy 
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when yc fall into divers tcmplntlrms. Pei 
)he world rount it all joy when lliey are i 
and afHuence ; but a Christmn U laitght to a 
all joy when he is tried as gold in ihe fire. 

Iv Christ we we ihe mosl perfect eihibilian ol 
grace, to which we, as his followers, are callet 
there be but In us ihat poverty of spirit — (h 
posilioD to bear wilh provocations, and to I 
injuries — ihat obedience to God and aoquie 
in \ui will — that peraeverance in doing good 
love which overcomelh alt difficulties — that 
ness, humility, patience, compassion, and gen' 
which were found in Christ ; and if any man 
be so ignorant and debased hs to imagine th 

is not TKl'E DIGNITY OP CHARACTER, let it 

membered that this was the mind which tea 
m Christ Jesus .' 

LooKiNfi back is more than we can sustain v 
going back ! 

When the muliiludea followed our Lord on 
ticular occasion, although he wished for relii 
and had gone purposely to seek il, yet he g 
his design and attended to iheni. Mark the 
scension and tenderness of such conduct, in 
silion to a sour, monastic, morose temper. 1 
too fond of our own will. We want lo be 
what we fancy mighty ihings ; but ihe great 
is, to do small things, when called lo them 
right spirit. 

Thb world will allow of a vehemence appro 
lo ecstacy, on almost any occasion but that, 
above all othei^, will justify it. 
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A CHRISTIAN will find his parenthesis for prayer, 
even through his busiest hours. 

We treat sensible and present things as realities, 
and future and eternal things as fables : whereas 
the reverse should be our habit. 



An Enthusiast will court trouble, and that for 
ITSELF : but a Christian, while he does not court 
It, yet rejoices in it ; not for its own sake, but be- 
cause he knows that trihulaiion worketh patience^ 
and patience experience^ and experience hope — a 
iope that maketn not ashamed While j^cUience is 
the fruit of his conflicts and trials, he gains eocperi" 
tnce by them : he acquires the knowledge which a 
traveller obtains in perfornning a long journey : he 
is in possession of a bundle of choice maxims and 
observations, gathered with much pains : he is 
taught by them to know his own heart: he is 
brought acquainted with the faithfulness and mercy 
of God, in holding him up in the deep waters, and 
accompanying him through the fire of affliction. 
And this experience produces hope — a hope that 
he is savingly united to Christ — a hope that he is 
in the Church of God — a hope of the glory of God 
-^a hope that maketh not ashamed^ keeping us 
steady at anchor through every storm, and when 
every other support fails. 

There are but two states in the world which may 
be pronounced happy — either that of the man who 
rejoices in the light of God's countenance, or that 
of him who mourns after it. 



Let the warm-hearted Christian be careful of re- 
ceiving a wrong bias in religion. When a ball is in 



nwCMO, alnou aaj ifaiitg praented to it oUi^i 
»iUianii»«b««llyt»uiofrtsooBae. BnraK,ib 
f.-irr, of m >n]iig duectioa in Christianiij. 
ynor aUMtion enr on «Kb m wa f i n aaSt-J 
and Si.PBiil,and betr bow ibty tpettk: 1^. 
■oa fare not (Ae Lord Jam CArut, let Am 
4iiatiif»a, Maranatlia ! 

Gom deniet a Chnslan ooUiifig, but with ■ de 
10 gifc bim tomeibiiig b«ltu. 

God teacba tome of Itis best Icmods id ibe kI 
of Afiliciion. It is said ibat St. Paul's Eptol 
tbe Cphesians has <\w\e the aptril and air of a 
son. That school must be iroly excellent, «l 
prodocn such experience and RJsdom. 

Wx cannot buJlel loo confidently on the meril 
Cbtist, as our only hope ; nor can we think 
much of the mind thai was in Chrisl, as our g 
example. 

A csBiSTi^ doet not ghry in tribulatiom, a 
does in tbe cross of Christ. The Cross of CI 
is the OBJBCT in which he glories : but be gtorit 
tribulation as an appointed hbans and insTlxali 
in the band of God, of accomplishing his own p 
sure and promoting our real good. 

Nkveb wai there a man of deep piety, who ba« 
l>een brought into extremitiea — who bas not b 
put into the fire — wfao has not been taught loi 
Though he ilay me, yet mil J tnut in Um ! • 

A cuistian's steps are not only safe, but gteai 
" * ( behmih^ thaU not make haite. W. 
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I.NOBR approaches, he shall not be thrown into 
mfiision from his alarm, so as to be ready to say. 
Whither shall I run ?^' but, finding himself on 
fe ground, he shall be quiet. Being built on the 
re foundation, and stabiished in Christ, he shall 
^t make haste in his expectations : he shall not 
ake haste with respect to the promises, as though 
ey were long in their accomplishment, knowing 
at aU the promises of God are Yea, and, in 
hristy Amen / In affliction, he shall not make 
iste in running to broken cisterns ; as Asa did, 
ben, in his disease, he sought not to the Lord, 
U to the physicians : he shall not be alarmed, or 
\ytsi about, as one who has not a strong-hold to 
Iter ; but shall say, None of these things move 
e / neither count I my life dear unto myself, so 
at I might finish my course with joy ! With re- 
ject to his CHARACTER, the Christian shall not 
ftfce haste : if a cloud come over his reputation, 
id men will suspect his integrity without grounds, 
\ will commit himself to God, and wait his oppor- 
Dity, and not make rash haste to justify and clear 
B character. 



^HSN a man can say, ^< My God .'" if he can add 
> more, that is sufficient : for my God is all^wise 
appointing, and almighty to uphold and to deli- 
!r. My God is a Father to me in Christ : yea he 
a Father who hid his face from Christ for my 
lod. If, then, I am in darkness, let me remember 
at God never had a Son that was not sometimes 
the dark ; for even Christ, his only-begotten Son,. 
i«d out, My God/ My God! why hast thou for- 
\kenme? 



Christians, if any, sufficiently honour Christ, 



I o. 

xxxviii. 



f' 
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Let the restless^ comfortless state of a ba 
distinguish him from an apostate. 

If you haVe set out in the ways of Goi 
stumble at present difficulties. Go forwarc 
not behind. 



Something must be left as a test of the 1 
the heart — in Paradise, the Tree : in Isra 
naanite : in us, Temptation. 



Religious joy is a holy, a delicate deposit 
pledge of something greater, and must 
thought lightly of : for let it be withdrawn 
a little, and, notwithstanding the experience 
have had of it, we shall find no living crea 
restore it to us, and we can only, with Da 
Restore unto me, O Lord^ the Joy of thy «< 
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^erwhehned mthin mcy then thou kneweit mp 
ith. 



UMAN nature is always putting forth its fears and 
ibelief, in anxious questions concerning t(Hnor' 
Wj or some threatening calamity : but Christ says 
every Christian, ^' Let not your heart he troubled^ 
ither let it be afraid : I go to prepare a place 
ryou / and I will protect and guide you through- 
It the journey thither." 

God with us is the traveller's security. Jacob 
as destitute : he had a long and dreary journey. 
It God said, Behold I am with thee, and will keep 
ee in all places whither thou goest. 

OD calls not for thousands of rams, nor ten thoU' 
mds of rivers of oil: he calls not his creatures to 
re in sackcloth and ashes, nor sets them to perform 
ng pilgrimages, nor to inflict pains on their bodies, 
o ! the rigours of superstition are from man. The 
>ice of God is," Be happy, here and forever ! Fly 
lat which will make you miserable every where ! 
ome unto me, all that labour and are heavy-ladenf 
ftdlunllgive you rest /" 

HE! voice of Christ is. My son^ give me thy heart / 
id to him who obeys, he will say, " Go in peace ! 

into the Grave ! go to judgment ! gointoEter- 
ty ! go in peace !" 

. CHRISTIAN must Stand in a posture to receive 
rery message which Gt>d shall send. He must be 
t prepared, as to be like one who is called to set 
f on a sudden journey, and has nothing to do but 

1 set^ut at a moment's notice : or like a merchant 

22 



254 REUAINS. 

vho has goods lo send abroad, and has Ukoi d 
packed up and in readiness Tor ihe fini sail. 

How many people go out ot ihcir sphere unda 
good pretences ! 

A pehson who objects in lell a friend of his foulti, 
because be has faults of liis own, acts as a surgeon 
would who should refuse to diess another peisoo's 
tround because be had a dangerous one himself. 

Wbbh the most insignilicant person tells us veore 
wrong, we ouglit to listen. Lei us believe it, pos- 
sible we may be wrong, when any one supposes we 
are; and enter into (he true littleness which con- 
Bists in receiving correction like a child. 

No man rejects a Minister of Gad who faitfafii))]' 

ptrfotms his oflice, till he has rejected God. 

Thr plainest declarations of God's favour, and llie | 
j^lroBgest encouragemi^nls, are generally manifesled 
lit «he (Jarkest night of (rial. Who could be more 
destitute ihan Ja-ob, when he lay down in tbeje- 1 
serti with a stone for his pillow ? See also Acts, 
xxvil. 20—24. 2 Cor. i. 3, 4, 5. 

rE prii 

they do not return to the I^rd tketr God. This i 
the worst sympiom in a sinner — when he is too 
proud to go to God. Whatever be our condition, 
if there is contrition of spirit under it there is hope 
of that man. There is no room for despair, to 
whaterer lengths a man may have gone in sin, if 
lie can smite on his breast, and say, " O Lord ! 
though my sins fctify agsinst me, yet thou art a 
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God of compassion. Do thoa it, for ihy name's 



A CHBI8TIAN should never attempt to try his state 
while under a temptation : he might as well attempt 
to examine the face of the moon while she is under 
an eclipse. But, when he finds corrupt nature set- 
ting in with a temptation — and who has not felt 
this ? — let him remember his Great Physician. This 
19 the glory of the Son of Grod, that no case, either 
of the body or of the soul, was ever found too hard 
for Him ! Blessed be God, that we have in Him a 
hiding-place — a covert from the storm — ^a refuge 
from all our enemies ! 



Thb great care of the man who is content with the 
form of godliness without the power, is, that every 
thing should be right without; while the true Chris-;, 
tian is most careful that every thing should be right 
within. It would be nothing to him to be applaud- 
ed by the whole world, if he had not the approba- 
tion of God and his own conscience. Real religion 
is, therefore, a living principle. Any one may make 
a «how,and be called a Christian, and unite himself 
to a sect, and be admired : — but for a man to enter 
io|o the sanctuary; to hold secret communion with 
God ; to retire into his closet, and transact all his 
affairs with an unseen Saviour; to walk with God 
like Enoch, and yet to smite on his breast with the 
Publican, having no confidence in the flesh and 
triumphing only in Christ Jesus — these are the lif^^ 
9nd acts of a new creature ! 
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O Lord ! lei rae have anx thing, but lliy Froivn; 

aD(l ANv THINS vnlk ihy Smile !" 

Whatkver, below God, i% the object of our bve, 
will, at lonie lime or other, be tlie matter of our 

sorrow. 

Take care, Christian ! whatever you meet will) in 
your way, that you forgel not your pathbb! When 
the proud and weallhy rush by in triumph, while 

f)u arii poor and in sorrow, hear the voice of your 
alher saying, " My son ! had I loved them, I 
should have corrected them loo. I give them up 
to the ways of tlieir own hearts : but to my chiidcen, 
if I give sorrow, ii is that I may lead them Ids 
crown of glory that fadeih not away I" 

It is by Faith that we cantemplate unseen ihiugi. 

To iheeyeofa clown, a pEanec appears butaiwinli- 
lingsiar: but if he looked through a telescope, 
and were able to calculate, he would perceive thai 
it was a great world, and would be astonished at its 
distance and magnitude. While the gay and the 
busy are moving on thl;ir little mole hilis, full of aoi- 
iety, Faith thus reaches beyond the world : it vievs 
Death as at hand: it looiis at Heaven, and catcfm 
a glimpse of its glory: it loolcs at Hell, and sees 
the torments of the condemned: it looks at Judg- 
ment, and realizes ihat awful day : it looks at Eler- 
nity, an<l says. Our light aJUclion, which i« butjiir 
a moment, roorkethfar us afar more exceeding md 
eternaheeight of gloTi/ : ickile toe look not at Ike 



'itboul Thee wc are poor' i 
\e, wliat thou wilt awny. I \ 
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things which are seen^ hut at (he things which are 
not seen ; for the things which are seen are tern" 
poraly but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

Where there is a real character, a man will not sit 
down in the Christian conflict, and say, <' If I must 
carry about with me this body of death, I must sub- 
mit. I must bear these enemies as quietly as I 
can !" No ! he will say, as St. Paul seems to say, 
'^ I will be on no terms with sin I I will raise an 
outcry against the corrupt nature ! I will triumph 
in ray Physician ! His grace is sufficient for me : I 
will wait for a cure, and wait for it in the appoint- 
ed way. I see light, and hope, and liberty ; and 
I thank God; that if I am a sinner, yet lama saved 
sinner !^' 



Gob hath set the day of prosperity and the day of 
adversity J the one over against the other — ^as the 
clouds are gathered, for rain, by the shining of the 
sdn : and, if for a moment they are blown aside, 
we must expect their return. Where, in our sky^ 
should we look for clouds ? where it is brightest : 
where our expectations are highest. Our snarpest 
sorrows arise out of our sweetest comforts. Rachel 
said, Give me children^ or else I die : and, in ob- 
taining what she esteemed her highest comfort — 
what she would have at any rate — was hidden the 
ciiuse of her sharpest grief. God gave her chil- 
dren : and, in bearing her second child, t^ came to 
pass, as her soul was in departing (for she died) 
that she called his name Ben-^ni — the Son of my 
Sorrow, 



Wqo is the most miserable man on earth? and 
whither shall ve go to seek him ? Not to the tavern ! 
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not to the diefttre ! not «ven to a brothel !• 
the Church! That Dia,n who hag sat Sabb 
Sabbi^ under the awakenipg and affectioi 
the Gospel) and hts hardened hb heart 
thet^ caus— HS is the man whose conditio 
most dteperate of aH others. Woe unto th 
raonf woeutUotkee^Beihiaida/ and il 
pemoMMf wMek art exaUed to keaven^ 
tknH domm to heU. 



OiTK every lund of knowledge its due i 
and respect : hot what science is to l)e a 
to the knowledge of Christ crucified ? H] 
veller lost his way in some desei^, where 
wandered tUl he wss fainting ^ith hun 
thirst, for what would he first ask ? — for ra 
lor paintings ?-— No ! he would ask for bn 
water! Any thing else offered him woi 
mocking of his misery. 

What an oppressive burden is taken off 
tian's shoulders, by his privilege of leaving 
sequences, while in the path of duty, to Gi 
has done with — " How shall / bear this tr 
" How shall I remove this difficulty ?" " H 
I get through this deep water ?" but leaver 
in the hands of God. 



Wb may form some idea of the joys of hej 
the innocent pleasures which God grant 
earth. Here is a fine situation, with w 
prospects 5 every thing to delight the sen: 
all this we find in a world which is under ; 
what then may we not expect in a heavenl 
where God exercises all his power for our 
Jiess? 
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HowEVGR ill men may treat us, we should never 
give them a handle to say that we misbehaved our- 
selves. Were I to meet my most bitter adversary, 
and know that he was come with the most malicious 
intentions, I should endeavour to be so on my guard, 
that he could not lay his finger, with truth, on any 
part of my conduct. 

The motive determines the quality of actions. 
One man may do a penurious act, because he knows 
he shall be put to difficulties if he does not : another 
may do the same from mere avarice. The king of 
£dom offered up his son on the wall, and his abomi- 
nable cruelty excited just indignation : but Abra- 
ham, having in intention offered up his son, is held 
forth to all generations for this act as the Father of 
the Faithful. 



It is always a sign of poverty of mind, where men 
are ever aiming to appear great : for they who are 
really great, never seem to know it. 

What the world calls the best company, is such as 
a pious mechanic would not condescend to keep : 
he would rather say, Turn away mine eyes from 
beholding vanity / 



One way of reading the Bible with advantage is, to 
pay it great homage : so that, when we come to any 
part which we cannot connect with other passages, 
we must conclude that this arises from our igno- 
rance, but that the seeming contrarieties are in 
themselves quite reconcilable. 

Young Christians, on setting out in life, often mis- 
take greatly in not sufficiently attributing events to 
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die immediate providence of God. Tbey ore nnt 
reluctant, at ihe end, to ackaowledge ibat their way 
has been directed ; but they do not enough mark ii 
as ihey go on. There is a liabit of saying " Sucli I 
aihinginay TURN irp," as if it depended on chance; I 
wbereas nothing will turn up, but what was ordered 
long before. One cause of this evil is, thai the di< 
viitity of our day deals too much in common-place : 
certain fundamental truths are set forth ; and if a 
raan professes these truths, too little account is made 
of the failli, dependence, and other graces of a 
Christian. When a man becomes a Christian he 
is written upon, as it were, " to be provtokd 
FOB.!" — and he ought, therefore, to notice, as ijf 
goes on, how Providence does provide for bim. 

Men mistake in nothing so much, he when they re- 
sist their dispensation : for, while God shulteth up 
a man, there can be no opening. Resistance does 
but make the dispensation harder to be borne. Job 
says, He teareth himself in his anger : bnt shall 
Ihe Rock be removed because of thee ? The man 
is, as it were, in a labyrinth ; and the hand, which 
brought him in, must be the hand to conduct fain 



We require the same hand to protect us in apparent 
safety, as in (he most imminent and palpable dan- 
ger. One of the most wicked men in my neigh- 
bourhood was riding near a precipice, and fell over: 
bis horse was killed, but he escaped without injury: 
instead of thanking God for his deliverance, he re- 
fused to acknowledge the hand of God therein, but 
attributed his escape to chance. The 'same man 
was afterward riding on a very smooth road : his 
horse suddenly tripped and fell, and threw his rider 
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oyer hi» head, and killed him on the spot, while 
tiie horse escaped unhurt. 

If a man is dead in sin, our attempting to correct 
his' false notion is like laying a dead man straight, 
who before was lying crooked. The man is dead, 
and will remain so ; though, before, he was lying 
crooked, and is now lying straight. It matters lit- 
tle what right notions we may have, while we are 
dead in sin ; for we shall never act up to them, till 
God awakens our hearts. 



To have too much forethought, is the part of a 
WBETCH : to have too little, is the part of a fool. 

Sblp-wili« is so ardent and active, that it will break 
a world to pieces, to make a stool to sit on. 

We Are too little acquainted with the sacred char- 
acter of God. A certain man sold a possession, 
and brought a certain part of the price. We 
should have thought this a generous act : but Grod 
saw that there wanted a right estimation of his cha- 
racter. Many sins are suffered to pass, to be pun- 
ished hereafter: but God sometimes breaks out, 
and strikes an offender dead in vindication of his 
own glory. 

Remember always to mix good sense with good 
things, or they will become disgusting. 

Thin OS are not to be done by the effort of the mo- 
ment, but by the preparation of past moments. 

If there is any person to whom you feel dislike, 
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ihat is the person of wbom yoa ouglit never to 
speak. 

iRBiTABtLiTi urges us to lake a Step bs much lo« 
soon, BS slolh does too late. 

When we read the Bible we must always remem- 
ber, thai, like the holy waters seen by Ezekiel,* 
it is, in some places, up to the ancles ; in others, up 
to the knees : in otliers, up to the loins ; and, in 
some, a river too deep to be fathomed, and that 
cannot be passed over. There is light enough to 
guide the bumble and teachable to heaven, and ob- 
Bcurily enough to confound the unbeliever. 

Tbub religion, as revealed in the Scriptures, may 
be compared to a plum on the tree, covered with 
ils bloom. Men gather the plum, and handle il, 
and turn and twist it about, till it is deprived of all 
ils native bloom and beauty : the fairest hand 
would as much rob the plum of its bloom, as any 
other. Now all that little party spirit, which so 
much prevails among men, and which leads them 
to say, lam of Paul and I of Mpollos — is but hand- 
ling the plum till it loses its bloom. 

TiiKREarebut two classes of the wise: — the meo 
nliQ serve God, because they have found him ; and 
the men who seek him, because ihey have found 
him not. All others may say, Is there not a He in 
my right hand? 

Philosophy is a proud, sullen detecler of the po- 
1 erfy and misery of man. It may turn him from 
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world with a proud, sturdy contempt : but it 
Qot come forward and say, ^^ Here are rest — 
:e — peace-^strength — consolation !" 

hear much of a decent pride — a becoming 
le — a NOBLB pride — a laudable pride! 
I that be decent, of which we ought to be 
imed ? — Can that be becoming, of which God 
set forth the deformity ? — Can that be noble, 
ch God resists, and is determined to debase r 
'an that be laudable, which God calls abomi" 
le? 



NY things are spoken of, in the Scriptures, as 
1 : but there is not one thing emphatically call- 
iooDf which does not relate to Christ or his 
ling. 

the strongest things you can, with candour and 
iness, to a man's face : and make the best ex- 
i you can for him, with truth and justice, be- 
I his back. 



NY people labour to make the narrow way wi- 
They may dig a path into the broad way ; 
the way to life must remain a narrow way to 
end. 



4 extremes are error. The reverse of error is 
truth, but error. Truth lies between these 
emes. 



kVE no doubt, but that there are persons of eve- 
lescription, under every possible circumstance, 
very lawful calling among Christians, who will 
o heaven— that all the world may see, that nei- 



leif 



Iher their circumstances nor calling prevented their 
being among the Dumber ofthe blessed. 

Gon has given us four books : the Book of Grace; 
the BcnA o( Nature ; the Book of the World ; and 
the Book of Providence. Every occurrence is a 
leaf in one of these books : it does not become us 
to be negligent in the use of any of tbem. 

Eloquence is vehemcnc simplicity, 

God is omniscient as well as omnipotent : and Om- 
niscience niay see reason to withhold what Omni- 
potence could bestow. 

Attend to the presence of God : this will dignify 
a small congregation, and annihilate a large one. 

Having some business to transact with a gentleman 
in the city, I culled one day at his Gouiitiug House; 
lie begged I would call again, as I had so nmeh 
more time to spare than he had, who was a man of 
business. " An hour is nothing with you," said he 
— "An hour nothing to a Clei^man!" said I: 
" you seem little to understand the nature of our 
profession. One hour of a Clergyman's time rightly 
employed. Sir, is worth more to him than all the 
gains of your merchandize," 

Ip a man has a quarrelsome temper, lei him alone. 
The World will soon find him employment. He 
will soon meet with sonic one stronger than him- 
self, who will repay him better than you can. A 
mail may fight duels all his life, if he is disposed to 
HUiirrei, 
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One day I got off my horse to kill a rat, which I 
found on the road only half killed. I am shocked 
it the thoughtless cruelty of many people : yet I did 
I thing soon after, that has given me considerable 
jneasiness, and for which I reproach myself bitterly, 
A.S I was riding homeward, I saw a wagon stand- 
ng at a door, with three horses : the two foremost 
vere eating their corn from bags at their noses ; 
3ut I observed the third had dropt his on the ground, 
ind could not stoop to get any food. However I 
rode on, in absence, without assisting him. But 
t^hen I had got nearly home, I remembered what I 
lad observed in my absence of mind, and felt ex- 
:remely hurt at my neglect ; and would have rid- 
len back had I not thought the wagoner might have 
;ome out of the house and relieved the horse. A 
nan could not have had a better demand for get- 
;ing off his horse, than for such an act of humani- 
ty. It is by absence of mind, that we omit many 
juties. 



^ WICKED man is a candidate for nothing but Hell ! 
— However he may live, if his conscience were 
iwake he would turn pale at this question, JFhat 
ihall I do in the end thereof? 

There is a great defect in Gray's Elegy. You 
:annot read it without feeling a melancholy : there 
s no sunshine — no hope after death : it shows the 
iark side only of mortality. But a man refined as 
le was, and speculating on the bankruptcy of human 
lature, if he brought not evangelical views into the 
estimate, could describe human nature only as 
aopELEss and forlorn : whereas what he felt a 
subject of melancholy, is with me included in the 
:alcn]ation. I know it must be so, and, according 

23 
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What we call " taking steps in life," are most se- 
rious occurrences ; — especially if there be, in the 
motive, any mixture of ambition. Wherefore gad* 
deti thou about to change thy way ? 

The dispensation of grace to some, is little more 
than a continual combat with corruptions : so that, 
iostead of advancing, a man seems to be but just 
able to preserve himself from sinking. A boat, 
with the tide full against it, does well if it can keep 
from driving back, and must have strong force in- 
deed to get forward. We must estimate grace by 
the opposition which it meets with. 

How blessed is the Christian, in the midst of his 
greatest troubles ! It is true we cannot say he is 
perfect in holiness — that he has never any doubts — 
that his peace of mind is never interrupted — that he 
never mistakes Providence : but, after all, his is a 
blessed condition; for he is supported under his 
trials, and instructed by the discipline ; and, as to 
his fears, the evil under the apprehension of which 
he is ready to sink, frequently does not come — or 
it does not continue — or it is turned into a blessing. 



Onb of the greatest impositions of Satan on the 
mind, is that of quieting a man in the pursuit or 
possession of what is lawful. So that it is not mur- 
der, or adultery, or theft which he is committing, 
all is well ! Be>;ause a man's bed is his own, he 
may idle away in it his inestimable time ! Because 
his business is lawful, a man may intoxicate his 
mind with the pursuit of it ! 

* 

Thb rery heart snd root of sin, is an independent 
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wnac woaia »3i. raui r" dui we cannoi oe gui 
this rule in every thing, because Christ's i 
was peculiar : it was an unparalleled event : 
for three years only : and, like a great fire, 
always burning — always intent on one poir 
Paul also was in peculiar circumstances : i 
sent on an especial errand. In every thing \^ 
in any degree sinful, we should turn to these 
pies ; but, in the conduct peculiar to our ; 
our application of these examples^ must be gc 
by circumstances. 



Ff! 



Many inexperienced Christians are apt to 1 
wrong kind of evidences, and so distress thei 
about their state. The questions which we 
put to ourselves, in seeking the best evidenc 
— ^' Do I hate sin ? — Is it my grand fear ? 
my grief, that, while I have a good hope of] 
I yet should make such ill returns ? Have J 
enness of spirit ?'' — Godliness is analogous 



v^xtvto'a-kl^^ «<* .~^ *« X* _ _ 
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every thing is determined by a wise Governor, who 
inspects, orders, and superintends the whole ma- 
chine ; so that a sparrow does not fall to the ground, 
or a hair of the head perish without permission. 

We are so accustomed to see sin within and without 
us, that we seldom deeply feel it ; or are so shock- 
ed at it, as we should be were it less frequent. If 
an inhabitant of the Court were to walk through 
some of the filthy streets and alleys of the Metrop- 
olis, how would he be disgusted and terrified ! while 
the poor wretches, who live in them, think nothing 
of the matter. Thu^ a clearer view of sin and of the 
holiness of God, made the Prophet cry out, Woe 
U me / for I am undone ; because I am a man ^of 
unclean lipSf and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips ; for mine eyes have seen the Kingy 
the Lord of Hosts. 

It is much easier to settle a point, than to act 
on it. 



I ONCE said to myself, in the foolishness of my 
heart, '^ What sort of Sermon must that have been 
which was preached by St. Peter, when three thou- 
sand souls were converted at once !'' — what sort 
of Sermon ! — such as other sermons. There is no- 
thing to be found in it extraordinary. The efiect 
was not produced by St. Peter's eloquence; but 
by the mighty power of God, present with his word. 
It is in vain to attend one Minister after another, 
and to hear Sermon after Sermon, unless we pray 
that the Holy Spurit accompany his word. Neither 
is he thai plarUeth any thing, neither he that wa^ 
tereth ; hU God that giveth the increase. 
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That humility, which courts notice is not 
BATB. It may be sincere, but it is Eullied 
not sound a trumpet, nor say, " Come and at 
liumble I am !'' 

We should be careful never to discourage ai 
who is but searching after God, If a man 
in earnest lo feel afier him if hajily he ma 
km, let us be aware how ive stop him, by 
lelUag him he is not seeking in the right 
This WDulil be like setting 6re to the JirsI ro 
the ladder, by which one was alterapling 
cajie. We must wait for a fii.season to con 
cate light. Had any one told me when I li 
g^ to think religiously, that I was not s 
God in the right way, I might have been i 
raged from seeking him at all. 1 was mi 
debted to my mother, far her truly wise am 
clous conduct lonard mc when I (Irsi lurncc 
my vanity and sin. 

We should always record our thoughts in af 
— set upour way-marks — set up our Bethels- 
our Ebenezers; that we may recur to ih 
health : for then we are in other clrcumstanci 
can never recover our sick-bed views. 

A CONTEMPLATIVE life has more the apfea 
of a life of piety than any other : but it is the 
plan to bring faith into activity and rxe 
We choose thai sort of walk, which we llk( 
if we love quiei, we are for sedentary pieii 
the design of God is to root us out of every 
and bring us into more useful stations. 
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A WKBTCHED prisoner, chained to the floor for a 
langth of time, would deem it a high privilege to 
be allowed to walk across the room. Another, con- 
fined to lie on his back till it had become sore, 
would think it a great favour if he might be permit- 
ted to tarn on his side for a few minutes. In a 
course of habitual pain, I am thankful for five 
minutes freedom from suffering; how forgetful 
have I been of fifty years of tolerable ease ! How 
unmindful are we of what we call common mer- 
cies ! 



In order to read the Bible with profit, we must be- 
gin by denying ourselves every step of the way ; 
for, every step of the way, it will be found to op- 
pose our corrupt nature. 

Christians resemble travellers in a stage-coach. 
We are full of our plans and schemes, but the 
coach is moving rapidly forward: it passes one 
mile-stone, and then another; and no regard is 
paid to the plots and plans of the passengers. 

A CHRISTIAN has advanced but a little way in re- 
ligion when he has overcome the love of the world ; 
for he has still more powerful and importunate ene- 
mies : self— evil tempers — pride — undue afiections 
— a stubborn will — it is by the subduing of these 
adversaries, that we must chiefly judge of our 
growth in grace. 

A FRIEND called on me when I was ill, to settle 
some business. My head was too much confused 
by my indisposition to understand fully what he 
said; but I had such unlimited confidence in him, 
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tfaat I did whatever he bid me, in the fullest 
ranee that it was right. Haw simply I can 
in man and how litlte in God ! How unreasa 
is a pure act of faith in one like ourselves, i 
cannot repose the same faith ia God ! 



1 



SOME NEGATIVE RULES 

aiTEV TO A 

YOUNG MINISTER 

fioiira nrvo ▲ situatioit of vBcvxii&DimcuLTT. 



As I know you have received much good advice, I 
vFould suggest to you a few hints of a negative 
kind ; with a view of admonishing you to be care- 
ful, while you are doing your work, not by any 
mistakes of your own to hinder your success — 

J. By forgetting thai your succefs with others 
is very much connected unth your personal cha^ 
racter, 

Herod heard John gladly j and he did many 
things ; because he knew the preacher to be a just 
and noly man. Words uttered from the heart find 
their way to the heart, by a holy sympathy. Cha- 
racter is power : — 

« A good man leen, though sUent, cooniel ghres.'* 

If you would make deep impressions on others, 
you must use all means to have them first formed 
on your own mind. Avoid, at the same time, att 
appearances of evil — as a covetous or worldly, 
a vain or assumii^, a careless or indevout deport- 
ment Never Sufier jesting with sacred persons or 
tbinp. Satan will employ such antidotes as these, 
to counteract the operatioD of that which is effective 
and gracious in a Minister's character. 

IL By plocwg yothr dependance on any mcoMf 
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qualitiei, or circumttances, however excellent in | 

tkemtehes. 

The direct way to render a thing veak, is, to 
lean an it as strong. God ii a jealous God ; and 
wilt utterly aholiuh idols as nieaiia of success. He 
designs to demonstrate that men and creatures are 
what he makes iheni, and ihitt only. This also 
should be your cncourBgeioent : — looking, la tbe 
diligent and humble use of means, to that Spirit of 
Lift; and Power wilhotit tvhose influence all your 
endeavours will be to no p^icpose, you have reason 
lo expect help suited and adequate to all your ditli- 
cuhies, 

III. By unnecessarily appearing in dangerom 
or improper ailuationa. 

It is one thing to be humble and condescending : 
i( is another to render yourself common, cheap, and 
rontemplible. The men of the world know when 
it Minister is out of his place — when ihey can op- 
press him by numbers or circumstances — when 
ihey can make him laugh, while his office frowns. 
WoH will it be for him, if he is only rendered Ab- 
.si:aD in his future public admonitions, by his former 
compliances; well if, being found like St. Peier on 
dangerous ground, he is not seduced, virtually at 
least, to deny his Master. 

ir. Br/ suspicious appearances in his family. 

As the head of your household you are responsi- 
lile for its appearances. Its pride, sloth, and dis- 
order will be yours. You are accountable for your 
wife's conduct, dress, and manners ; as well as 
iliiise of your children, whose education must be 
pyculiaily exemplary. Your family is to be a pic- 
liiro of what you wish other families to be : and, 
uiiiiout the most determined resolution, in reliance 
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oo God, to finish this picture, cost what it will, 
your recommending Family Religion to others will 
but create a smile. Your unfriendly hearers will 
recollect enough of Scripture to tell you that you 
ought, like the Primitive Bishop, to be one, that 
ndeih weU his own houses hatting hi* children in 
n^eciion with aU gramiy : for if a man kn&w 
not how to rule his own home^ how shaU he take 
care of the Church of God ? 

V. By meddling, beyond your sphere, in tern" 
parals. 

Your aim and conversation, like your sacred call, 
are to be altogether heavenly. As a man of Qod, 
you have no concern with politics and parties and 
schemes of interest, but you are to live above ihem. 
There is a sublime spirit in a devoted Minister, 
which as one says of Christianity itself, pays no 
more r^ard to these things than to the battles of 
rooks, the industry of ants, or the policy of bees. 

VL By venturing off general and acknowledged 
ground in spiritwUs. 

By giving strong meat, instead of milk, to those 
who are yet but bidtes — by giving heed to fables, 
wJdfih minister questions rather than godly edify' 
ing; amusiag the mmd, but not affecting the heart ; 
often disturbing and bewildering, seldom convinc- 
ing ; frequently raising a smile, never drawing a 
tear. 

VIL By maintaining acknowledged truth in 
your own spirit. 

Both food and medicines are injurious, if admi- 
nistered scalding hot. The spirit of a teacher often 
effects more than his matter. Benevolence is a 
universal language : and it will apologize for a mul- 
titude of defects, in the man who speaks it ; while 
neither talents nor truth will apolc^ize for pride, 

24 
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illiberality, or bittemcBs. Avoid, lliereiore, iri-i- 
fating occasions and persons, particularly disputes 
and disputants, by which a minisler often loses his 
temper and his character. 

VIII. By being too gharp-sighled, too quick- 
eared, or too ready-tongued. 

Some evils are irremediable : they are best neither 
seen nor heard: by sbbinh and hkabing things 
which you cannot remove, you will create imp! arable 
adversaries; who, being guilty aggressors, never for' 
give. Avoid spbaeino meanly or harshly of any 
one : not only because this is forbidden to Chris- 
tians, but because this is to declare war as by a 
thousand heralds. 

IK, By the temptations ariging from the female 
sex. 

I need not mention what havoc Satan has made 
in the Church, by this means, fioni [he Fall to this 
day. Your safety, when in danger from this quar- 
ter, lies in flight — to parley, is to fall. Take the 
first hint from conscience, or from friends. 

In line, Watch thou in all things .- endure ajlic- 
iious : do the work of an evangelist : make fuU 
proof of thy ministry : and then, whether those 
around you acknowledge your real character or not 
now, they shall one day knoo) that there hath been 
a prophet among them ! 
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A DYING MINISTER'S FAREWELL ! 

When a Christian Minister feels the springs of life 
giving way: — ^his facuhies decaying — hb voice fail- 
ing — his spirits sinking — ^though he may not have 
it in his power to say, as the Apostle did to his 
friends, I know that ye allj among whom I haxe 
preached the kingdom of Gody ehaJl see my face no 
more — Yet he should stand ready to part ^om his 
fiock, and every Sermon should be felt by him as if 
it were his last. 

Wherefore I take you to record this day^ that I 
am pure from the blood of all men : for I have 
not shunned to declare unto you all the counseij 
otF God. And what have I declared that counsel 
of God to be ? — All the curious distinctions of the 
schools ? — All the peculiarities insisted on so strong- 
ly by different sects ? — No such thing ! I have fol- 
lowed the great Apostle in testifying repentance 
toward God^ and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

There has been a slander brought against reli- 
gion — that we are not agreed, as to the truths we 
should set before men. I say, It is false ! We are 
agreed. All, who know any thing of real religion^ 
are agreed, that the substance of the matter is 
contained in repentance toward Gody and faitk 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ, 

If a man, like the Prodigal, feels that he has left 
his father's house — turned his back on God — and 
IS become a fool and a madman for so doing — and 



that Ihere is no hope but in his returning again : il 
such a change of mind is wrought in him by the 
Holy Spirit, as he wrought in David, when he cried, 
tFaah me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleantt 
me from my sin: if, like P-eler, he goes forth weep- 
ing bitterly — feeling that he has acted fwlishly and 
wickedly, and that his only hope is in the mercy of 
Gud through ibe Saviour — then the man enters so 
far into thespitit of religion — befbntance towaed 
God. 

Bat does he rest in this ? Nay, he knows that if 
he coold offer Ihortaands of ram», and ten thousand 
rivert of oil, he coiitd make no satisfaction for the 
tin of hia aonl. He looks to the atonement ! — to 
Him, tekom Gad hath atl forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood. 

Repentance toward God must be accompanied 
by faith totoard our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He came unto liie own, and /h's men received Mm 
not. But as many at received Him, to them gave 
he poteer to become the sons of God, eoen to them 
that believe on hit name : which were born not of 
blood, Ttor of the will of the flesh, nor of the wUt 
of man, but of God. These men are enabled to 
say with St. Paul, " J count ail things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
our Lord. I have no refuge but in him — no other 
hope — no other plea. All my confidence before 
God is grounded on this — that He suffered, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God." 

If a minister testifies these things — if he speaks 
plainly and simply these grand essfntial truths of 
God's word — though he die before another Sabbalh 
return, he may rest in peacb — leaving the issue 
in God's hand. 

The ground of a Minister's own solid sasJsfaclion 



APPENDIX. 281 

cannot be popularity : for, even to Simon Magus 
aUgave heed from the host to the greatest, saying , 
This man is the grecU power of God/ — neither can 
he ground his satisfaction on the exercise of strong 
and enlarged talents } for even Balaam was a man 
of extretordinary endowments — nor can it be on his 
SUCCESS : For many, saith our Lord, shall come to 
me and say, Have we not done many wotiderful 
works in thy name, and in thy name cast out deviU? 
Then will 1 profess unto them, I never knew you ! 
As though he had said, <' I deny not the works, but 
ye are evil men !'' 

But a Minister's satisfaction must be grounded on 
the faithful discharge of his office in the delivery 
OF HIS MESSAGE. , A PHuce sends a special mes- 
senger to his rebellious subjects, with oners of par- 
don : in eiramining his conduct, he will not enquire 
whether they received and approved him or not : the 
question will be — ^^ Did you deliver my message ? 
Did you deliver it as one that believed it yourself? 
— as one in earnest ?" If a man should come and 
tell you, with a cheerful countenance and careless 
air, that your house was on fire, and that you and 
your children would be burnt in the flames if yott 
did not make haste to escape, you would not be- 
lieve him. You would say, << He does not believe 
it himself, or he would not be so unfeeling as to 
speak of it in such a manner." 

If a minister delivers his message, then no scorn, 
no reproach that may be ca!si upon him, can take 
away his rest — ^he has done his duty. When the 
King sent out his servants to invite men to His feast, 
they excused themselves on various pretences : — 
but the servant might say, " No matter ! — I have ^ 
declared the message — I may rest in having done 

24^ 



REMAINS. 



my pari, though no success seems to attend 
pressing inviiaiions." 

I would lodge, therefore, m.v flp|>eal in your con- 
sciences — I lake vou to record — I appeal lo con- 
science : for there is a conscience in man ; and in 
serious moments it will speak out. It wrung from 
Joseph's brethren tliat confessiiin, We are verilg 
guilli/ concerning our brother ! It forced Balaam 
himself to cry oui, Let me dit the death of the righ- 
teoas ! and let tny lent end he like hi* .' It tormen- 
ted the traitor Judas into itiat self-accusation, I hone 
Binned, in that I have betrayed the innocent blood! 

When a young person has been talked to by hii 
parents — when liiey liave represented lo him ihe 
misery and ruin of a wiclted course, and bad habits 
— lie might affect to brave it out at the time; bui 
he has gone afterward weeping through the streeu 
because conscibncr would sfrak ! 

ISut when the spirit of God sofiens a man's heart 
— when he is made to PB&LicAiif an evil and bitter 
thing it is lo sin against God — then a faithful Mr- 
nistt:r's appeal to that man is like that of St. Paul 
to the Thessalonians ; Ye are loitnesgea, and God 
also, hoiB holily, and Justly, and unbUuaeably let 
behaved ouraeleea among you that believe. At 
you knoie haw we exhorted, and comforted^ mi 
charged every one of you (at a father doth tut 
children) that ye woald walk worthy of God, irha 
hath called you unto his kingdom and glory. For 
this cause also thank vie God inithoul ceasing, bt- 
came tehen ye received the ward of God which yi 
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, 
but (at it is in truth) the word of Clod, which ef- 
fectually worketh also in you that believe : 1 Thess- 
ii. 10—13, 
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It is most aifectiug to see to what miserable shifts 
men will have recourse, in order to evade the truth. 

^^ It is IRRATIONAL," says one, ^^ to insist so much 
on certain peculiarities of doctrine !" — But whose 
reason shall be the judge ? — For thi preaching of 
the a'oss is to (hem t/utt perish foolishness : but, 
it is written^ I mill destroy tlie wisdom of the mse, 
and ufill bring to nothing the understanding of 
the prudent. 

"It is UNNECESSARY," says another — But has 
God commanded — and do we pronounce his com- 
mands unnecessary ? 

" It is disreputable" — Did Christ regard repu- 
tation ? — Nay, he made himself of no reputation, 

" It is a NARROW way" — Ah ! there, indeed, you 
pronounce truly ! The way to heaven is a narrow 
way ! But what says the Judge ? — Wide is the 
gatey and broad is the way thai leadeth to destruc- 
tion, and many there be which go in thereat ; he- 
cause strait is the gate, and narrow is the way 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be thatfiiid 

it. 

Oh how distressing is it, to observe many, to 
whom we cannot but fear, the Gospel which they 
hear preached from Sunday to Sunday^ is but the 
savour of death ! If God has made a difference in 
any of us, let us not forget to whom we are indebted. 

Brethren ! you are my witnesses. I take you 
to record, that you have had the whole counsel of 
God declared unto you — that all curious and meta- 
physical inquiries, all critical and conjectural points, 
have been carefully avoided for your sake. I have 
attempted to clear my ministry of all disputable 
subjects, in order to set before you the plain fact of 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and of 
Salvation through him. . jjj 
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